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Reader: 

L^t us have a fair understanding with each 
other in the outset. 

" Priesthood and Clergy unknown to Christian- 
ity" does not imply the denial of a divine Priest- 
hood in Christ, nor of a Spiritual Priesthood as 
pertaining to all his true people. This we admit 
of course. Our object is in fact to deny the exist- 
ence of any other Priesthood, in a just view of the 
Christian economy. We go against all Priesthood 
and Clergy visibly and externally embodied in a 
distinct dass or caste. Our scope ''hath this ex- 
tent ; no more." 

As to the source or sources whence the mate- 
rials of the present work have been drawn, it can 
be of no consequence to the reader to be informed. 
We have had it simply in view to bring together 
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and to weave together, ,firom whatever quarter 
would yield it, a mass of testimony to the nul- 
lity of the distinction between Clergy and Laity. 
This distinction we regard as of baneful effect 
upon the interior life of the Church. The results 
are before the reader. Let him pronounce upon 
them solely on the groimd of their own merits. 
The anonymoils form of publication, with the dis- 
tinct avowal of noh-originality, except in part, 
will shield the compiler fpom sinister imputations, 
while it will give the sentiments advanced access 
to minds from which they might possibly be ex- 
cluded by the evil prestige of any name that 
would assume the responsibility of giving them to 
the world. 



PRIESTHOOD AND CLERGY, 

&0' . 



CHAPTER I. 

THE CHUECn, 

. § 1. True and FaUe Ideas. 

A souiTD theory of the Church will never be formed so long 
as the Scriptural u^age of the term is not particularly noted. 
The term '' Church " does indeed occur in the Scriptures, as in 
human discourse, in a generic or universal sense, as embracing 
the totality of single churches or Christian societies, but not as 
implying the organized embodiment of those societies into one 
grand ecclesiastical whole. The true idea to be attached to 
^^ Church " in this its more general or extended sense is that of 
the simple aggregate of the primary societies or churches of 
which it is composed. Church, in the specific sense of a single 
congregation of believers, meeting together in one place, and 
united in a coveniMdt relation with each for spiritual ends, is the 
predominant usage. Such churches were formed by the aposUes 
in the early days of Christianity, and to such the apostolic epis- 
tles were, for the most part, addressed. They were severally 
independent of each other as to regime and responsibility, 
though from community of object, and from the operation of 
brotherly love, they were of course intimately connected by 
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spiritual bonds, and might perhapsJMtter'De denominated ifUer- 
peMdent than indefp&tidefiU. (The Holy Spirit, in New Testament 
diction, addresses them and speaks of them as churches estab- 
lished in various places and composed of members walking toge- 
ther in '^ professed subjection " to the Gospel, and observing the 
ordinances which the Divine Head of the Church has appointed. 
To such bodies allusion is had when the sacred writer speaks, 
for instance, of the ^^ churches of Macedonia," the " churches of 
Oalatia," the ^^ churches of Judea," &c. The churches founded 
in a particular province are spoken of in the plural, and not in 
the singular. Still it is unquestionable that the singular or 
generic term id used in the sense above indicated. Thus it is 
said of Christ that he was '' made head over all things to his 
churchy " Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved 
the church and gave himself for it." " In the house of God, 
which is the church of God." And so elsewhere. The original 
word txx\vi(iiQ.j eccksia^ uniformly denotes in Scfipture either a 
single society of believers, or the church universal. As to any 
sense intermediate between these, equivalent to the usage that 
obtains among Christians when they speak of the Papal Church, 
of the Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian Church, the Baptist 
Church, &c., it is utterly unknown to the usus loquendi of Holy 
Writ. , . 

§ 2. Sects and Denominations. 

" Church," then, in the sense of " denomination," is wholly 
unknown to the phraseology of Scripture. *' Denomination," in 
fact, is only a veil for the harsher word " sect," though even 
that is a softened translation of the original. That word is 
titp€(Ttj, haired^ J heresy. Thus, 

Acts xxviii. 22. '^ As concerning this sect {hairesis)^ we know 
that it is every where spdken s^aLnst." 
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T. 17. "Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were 
with him (which is the sect (hairem) of the Sadducees), and 
were filled with indignation." 

XT. 6. <*Bii;t then rose np certain of the sect {hairesis) of the 
Phariaees.'* 

xxiv. 5. " For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a 
mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, 
and a ringleader of the sect (hairesis) of the Nazarenes." 

xivi. 6. " Which knew me from ihe beginning (if they would 
testify), that after the most straitest sect {hairesis) of our reli- 
gion, i lived a Pharisee.'' 

But we read, 

1 Cor. xL 19. " There must be also heresies (haireseis) amongst 
you ;^' or if ,we^ choose, seas^ or denominalums, " for one saith 
1 am of. Paul, and another I am of ApoUos " (Cor, iii. 4), 

Then again, 

Gal. y. 19, 20. ^^ Now the works of the flesh are manifest, 
which are these, adultery, fornication, unoleanness, lascivious- 
ness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies {haireseis). ^^ 

^' Denoinmatien " is a specious word invented by Shame to 
conceal the ns^edness of the fall of Christendom : that which 
erring and bewildered Christians call denomination is in the 
Scriptures^ Schism, for so it is in the Word : " I beseech you, 
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, that there be no schisms {6zt'^i*'0.tay 
schismata) among you ; but that ye be perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment'' (1 Cor. i. 10, 
and xii, 25)*, for in the Scriptures believers are represented as 
being not only one body and one spirit, but as^ having a dominant 
unity of mind and judgment ; so that whatever we may now say 
concerning ^^ denominations " — that is, sects and schisms — and 
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however these divisions nay jv^ "be applaudedf aad admired, 
and however much it may hav^ni>eoome^ a fashionable virtue to 
speak well of them ; yet ihis is certain, that If there be any 
truth in the Word* of God, every sect is a sin, and every divi- 
sion a proof of disobedience. ^' There is one ^odt," is a 
truth in the divine oracles. The faith once delivered to the 
saints wjus mainly to establish this fact, the v|hole of the' New 
Testament tends to confirm it, and viable Christiinity utterly 
fails to represent the true Christian faith, when tkid fact is not 
both in practice and in theory fully acknowledged. We caif, at 
present, only allude to this subject in passing^ for it is of Jitsclf 
a theme of ^de and serious inquiry, but so much is here said onr 
it, lest any believer, rightly instructed in the .word of truth, 
should be offended with the usage of a^ord which wais ori^n^ . 
ally invented to hide sin.' To fipeak of "various denomina- 
tions " is, after all, but saying that there are various heresies and 
schisms^ for Christ and his church have but one name (1 Cor. 
xii. 12), one body (Eph. v. 29, 30), and one spirit (1 Cor.-vi, 
17) ; and therefore to give Christ the name of Koman Catholic, 
Churchman, Presbyterian, Independent, Baptist, Wesleyan, 
Sandemanian, or Quaker, and to admire this many-headed 
nK)nster as the Church, is as intolerable as to call our Lord by 
the names of Brama, Vishnu, and Siva, or to look for the body 
of his disciples among the dects of Athenian philosof>hy. < 

§, 3. Siatorical Dhelopment 'of Synodical or 8ectari(m 
ChHstianiiy. * • 

Jhe original economy of the Church view^ in its primary . 
constitifents and its collective import, we have thus endeavored 
to unfold. The separate parts were first developed into being, 
ind these parts, when contemplated in the aggregate, are Spoken 
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of generally lu^ the churchj bat .tEe term, as before remarked, 
does not imply that the resulting whole is actually jyrgamztd 
into a coIlectiye.iinity by the conscious act of its members. It 
is aa aggregation existing prior to confederation. But an organ- 
ized unity, as an historical fact, soon sprung up, and th^ mode 
of i^ ori^nation is thus described by Mosheim in his *' Com- 
mentary on the Affairs of Christianity before C.onstantine," 
(Vol! I. p. g?9) :' . 

^'Although, therefore, all the churches had, at the com- 
mencement of this (the second) century, yarious laws and insti- 
tutions in common, which Jiad been r^ceiyed from the apostles 
themselyes, and were particularly careful iu maintaining with 
each other a certain community of tenets, morals, and charity ; 
yet each indiyidual church which had a bishop and presbyters 
of its own, assumed to itself the form and rights of a little dis- 
tinct republic or Commonwealth ; and with regard to its internal 
concerns, was wholly regulated by a code of laws, that, if they 
did not ori^ate with, had, at least^ receiyed the sanction of the 
people constituting such church. This primitiye liberty and in- 
dependence, howeyer, was by degrees relinquished, and it be- 
came a practice for «dl the minor churches within a proyince to 
form themselyes into one large association, and to hold at stated 
seasons, much after the manner of confederate republics, a con- 
yention in which the common interests and welfare of the whole 
were taken into consideration and proyided for. Of the imme- 
diate authors of this arrangement we are uninformed, but it is cer- 
tain that it had its origin in Greece ; and there are many things 
which combine to proye that during this century it did not ex- 
tend itself beyond the confines of Asia. In process bf time, 
howeyer, the yery great adyantages attending on a federation of 
this sort be(&oming apparent other proyinces were induced to fol- 
low the example of Greece, and by degrees this form- of goyem- 
ment became general throughout the whole church ; so that the 
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* 

Christkii commnnity may be said, thenceforward, to have re* 
Bcmbled one large commonwealth, made up, like those of Hol- 
land and Switzerland, of many minor republics. These con- 
ventions or assemblies, in which the delegates from various asso- 
ciated churches consulted on what was requisite to be done for 
the common welfare of the w^ole, were termed Synods by the 
Greeks, and by the Latins CauncUs. To the laws enacted by 
these deputies under the powers with which they were invested 
by their respective churches, the Greeks gave- the name of 
canons or general rules, and by this title it also became usual 
for them to be distinguished by the Latins." 

Here we have very distinctly set before us the genesis of the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy which at an early day established itself 
in the church. The historian remarks, in a subsequent section, 
that although this conventional or synodical policy was attended 
with certain benefits and advantages, yet it was nevertheless 
^^ productive of so great an alteration in the general state of the 
ehurch, as nearly to effect the entire subvermon of its ancient con- 
stitution." It took from the primary bodies the discussion and 
adjustment of any but the most petty and trifling concerns, as the 
general body assumed &e prerogative of regulating and deter- 
mining every- thing of importance. Li the next place, it went 
to augment the dignity and authority of the clergy, who soon be- 
came to assert themselves as the le^timate successors of the 
Apostles and as charged with an oversight of the individual 
churches. Add to this, tiu^t it tended directiy to break in upon 
and destroy that absolute and perfect equality which had reigned 
among the teachers of the Ohristian flocks in the primitive 
times. '^For as it was necessai^ that some certain place should 
be fi]^d on for the seat of council, and that the right of con- 
vening the assembly, and presiding therein a^ moderator as weU 
as of coliecting the suffrages and preserving the records of its 
acts, should^ b^ velsted in some one or other of its members,- it 
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for the most part became customary to give a preference in 
these respects to the chief city of the proyiace and its bishop, 
and hence, in process of Ume, sprung up the dignity and au- 
thority of " metropolitans," a title conferred by way of distinc- 
tion on the bishops of principal cities. These associations of 
churches, situated within one and the same province, soon gave 
rise to the practice of many different provinces associating to- 
gether ; and hence a still greater disparity by degrees intro- 
duced' itself amongst the bishops. In fine, this custom of hold- 
ing councils becoming at length universally prevalent, the major 
part of the church assumed the form of a large civU common- 
wealth, made up of numerous inferior republics ; to the preser- 
vation of which order of things, it being found expedient that a 
chief or superintending prelate should be appointed for each of 
the three grand, divisions of the earth, and that, in addition to 
this, a supreme power should be lodged in the hands of some 
one individual bishop ; it was tacitly assented to, that a certain 
degree of ecclesiastical pre-eminence should be recognized as 
belonging to the bishops of Antioch, Home, and Alexandria, the 
principal cities in Asia, Europe, and Africa, and that the bishop 
of Rome, the noblest and most opulent city in the world, should, 
moreover, take the precedence amongst these principal bishops, 
or, as they were afterwards styled, patriarchs^ and also assume 
the primacy of the whole Christian church throughout the 
world." (VoL I, p. 335.) 

This reveals the spiritual pedigree of the Pope. He was 
gradually generated as the result of the previous process of 
associating churches into synods, and thence of consolidating 
synods into larger or ecumenical assemblies. The next and 
the natural step was to crown the whole structure with a pon- 
tifical apex. A pope's tiara will be the inevitable sharpened 
point of the towering pyramid of ecclesiastical power, when 
once the independence of single churches is merged in the 

2 



14 , PEIKSTUOOD AKD CLKKGY 

plausiTQ but pernicioiifi unity of a Presbytery, Synod, Confer- 
ence, Convention, or General AsseiUbly. And herein lied 

.^4:. The (hand FcMacy. 

Cburc& theorizera, impelled by tbe vis insUa of the loye of 
dominion, have imposed first upon themselves, and then upon 
others, the delusive idea, that because the churoh was distin- 
guished by an internal unity, therefore it was requisite that this 
unity should be represented by an'^Xternal one — a grand mis- 
take, and the fruitful source of a thousand mischiefs. The 
Lord's true church is one, but Ihat^ oneness grows out of the 
identity of principles by which the members are governed, and 
exists independently of local proximity o^ articles of mutual 
confederation. It may be difficult for the mere^ natural man 
to conceive of such an mteriqr union, without an outward one 
to represent it, but it ought not to surpass the powers of spiritual 
perception. Suppose a single church of Christian disciples to 
exist in the wilds of Siberia, another in the centre of China, 
another on the pampas of Brazil, another on the sierras of Cen- 
tral America, and another in the vale of Cashmere, so remote 
from each other that they could never think of coming together 
and organizing into a larger body, shall we infer from this that 
they are not really consociated by the influx and operation of a 
common life and a common love, which is more efficacious to 
unite than space is to separate } The laws of spirittl&l affinity 
break over the barriers of space, and cement in one the hearts 
of those who never looked each other in the face, or grasped 
each other by the hand. And this we contend, is the only per- 
manent association or organization which it was designed should 
obtain in the church on earth. That the primary societies inay 
combine their efforts, that they may organize themselves into 
voluntary associations for the accomplishment of specific ends, is 
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not at all denied. But the body resulting in this case is not 
epecifioally the church in a larger form, but simplj a voluntary 
society^ formed foi^ a cei^ia use, auxiliary to the church, which 
may be either occasional or, pamanent^ and according as it is 
the one or the other will the society be fixed or temporary. 
When the use is accomplished the union should be dissolyed^ 
and each separate member fall back upon his individual 
basis, and there abide. . This, we conceive, is the true ideal of 
the church as a whole — an wnorgamzed aggregate of the organ- 
ized unities which compose ^. . This aggregate is said to be visi- 
hley,-€o\G\j because the primary elements — ^the single 'societies — 
of which it is constituted ace visible. It is not visible as an or- 
ganized embodiment, because, such au embodiment is not sup- 
posed to ex^t, inasmuch &s it is not conformed to genuine di- 
vine order. For the same reason we can see kow it is that the 
position, that the Scriptures contain no special system of gov- 
ernment of the church as a whole, is well founded. It is be- 
cause there is no such thing contemplated in the divine economy as 
an external church that shall (e the subject of such a governmejit. 
The very idea represents a nonentity. There is nothing of 
which ecclesiastical government can properly be predicated but 
single churches, and the government of these is a very simple 
affair, as it is nothing else than an application of the ethical pre- 
cepts of the Word to the social relations of the disciples (Matt, 
xviii.) But its very simplicity makes against it on the score of 
its being intelligible^ Thousands of honest-minded Christians 
will be utterly unable to coimprehend a system which is devoid of 
complexity. But such is divine order. The policy of priest- 
craft has ever been to complicate what is simple, and so to 
mystify its minions that they should not recognize the light of 
truth when it appeared. However, the d?iy is destined not only 
to dawn, but to wax to its noon-tide effulgence, when night's 
dreary shadows shall all be dispelled. 
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CHAPTER II. 



PRIEST HO OP. 

§ 1. Defifiitions. 

It will be important to settle m limine the meaning that is to 
bo attached to the word " Priest," for the sacerdoial heresy is 
the strength not only of the Papal apostacy, but of ^Protestant 
sectarianism. A priest is a person consecrated to the pri|Rly 
office, by an order of priests already existing, and supposed, in 
virtue of this consecration, to be endoyred with a character, giv- 
ing him privileges in divine things above those of his fellow- 
worshipers who are not consecrated as he is. 

In the Levitical institutiotns, we find the priest greatly exalted 
in the service of God above the people, because the Levitical 
order was, till the coming of Christ, a type of the company of 
the faithful under the High Priest, who was eminently a type of 
Christ himself : the whole of the worship, the burning of the 
offerings on the altar, the presenting of every zebach* and 
mincha, of every korban find olah in the temple, and the per- 
formance of every religious ceremony, were the exclusive priv- 
ilege and duty of '' the priests, the sons of Aaron." The most 
important of the Levite^s sacerdotal functions was tp make an 
atonement for the sins of those that came to him, to have their 
sins removed through his mediation, v " And it shall be, when a 
man ^hall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall con- 
fess that he has sinned in that thing, and shall bring his trespass 

* Zebciehy the slaughtered-offering ; Minc^a^ the meat-offering of intuii- 
mate tfaitiga offered by fire ; Korban, -an oflGering generally ; Olah, a burnt 
offering. . ' 
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ofiering unto the Lord for his sin which he hath sinned, a lamb 
or a kid for a sin-offering, and the priest shall make an atonement 
far kim concerning his sin " (Lev. v.), and it shall be forgiven 
Am.'»(Ib.iy.) 

In the above definition of *' a priest," we have stated, that sach 
an one " is a person consecrated to the sacerdotal office, by an 
order of priests abeadjr existing." This is absolutely indispen- 
sable to constitute a priesthood ; for if any one takes upon him- 
self that office, without the intervention of the existing eorpora- 
tion, he is either a prophet or an impostor ; a priest ordained by 
G-od himself for an especial purpose in the church, or one sent 
ibrth by an evil spirit to prophesy lies unto the people. Every 
true member of the church of Christ, who has received th^ seal 
of the Spirit, ia a priest in the gospel sense : and if, with that 
seal, he has received also the gift of teaching, and the church 
accept his gift, he is a prophet, and may deliver that knowledge 
which he has received. Paul declares he was an apostle, ^' not 
of meU) neither by men ;" that is, he was no priest according to 
the received ideas and ancient custom ; nobody had ordained 
him ; no son of Aaron had anointed him with oil, and arrayed 
him in the consecrated ephod ; the corporation of priests were 
not at all concerned or consulted in his ordination. If he had 
thought the apostolical succession indispensable in establishing the 
validity of his office, he might most easily have sought out those 
archbishops (as the apostles are deemed to have been by some) and 
have received consecration fron^ their hands ; but he had other 
views, and what those views were he has stated very plainly : 
^' When it pleased Ood, who separated me from my moljier's 
womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his son in me, that 
I might preach him among the heathen, immediately I conferred 
not with flesh and blood, neither went I up to Jerusalem to them 
which were apostles before me ; but I went into Arabia." So 
he began preaching and teaching without ordination ; and he so 

2* 
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Kttle thoQglit it requisite to be ordained hj tke apostles, that he 
purposely avoided it, as is clearly intimated in the epistle to the 
Galatians. 

This, then, is to be ^^ an apostle not of men, neither by men,'' 
and is the tme apostolioal snooession, for the honor of which the 
church of Christ has good reason to be jealous ; for if the socie- 
ties of Christiaos had been careful to recognize those only as apos- 
tolical messengers who had manifested their conyersion by their 
self-denying seal for their. exalted sacerdotal King and iiOrd, we 
should not, for fifteen centuries, have been plagued with the 
plagues of Babylon, nor should we, at this .hour, behol<^ the 
afflicting spectacle of numerous Protestants ' entangled in the 
meshes of Bome's pernicious cobweb. 

To turn from the spiritual to the carnal priesthood, and to 
distinguish, by % broad line, of demarcation, between "the 
clergy " and " laity ;" to act as if we supposed that a certain 
and visible order of men had the power of admitting candidates 
into their body corporate, or that their interference, or even 
assistance, were indispensable, in opening the door of the minis- 
try to those whom the grace of Orod had previously selected to 
teach the truth ; is, in fact, to take away from the glory of Him 
who sends the rod of his strength out of Zion, and who, by the 
donation of repentance and remission of «ns, rules as a Prince 
in his Israel, and anoints all his true servants to b^ kings aikd 
priests to God and his Father. 

As the great labor of the Bon of perdition has been to ieettcfj 
the priesthood of grace, and e;Ealt the priesthood of the^esfi, 
and as this his work of wicked witchcraft has. too successfully 
transformed the unity of the believing body into the cloven foot 
of ^ clergy and laity," so should it now be the unremitting labor 
of the servants^of the Lord to undo his work ; to go back again to 
the fountain. of original purity, and there, in a thorough deans- 
iiDg of holiness, to recover the £air image of primeval siinplicity, 
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which may induce the bridegroom ODoe more to say to his 
spouse, ^^ thou art^all fair, my loye, tkere is no spot in thuJ^ 
And for this purpose it behoves us not to tolerate any ancient 
custom, any rece.iTed formulary of words, by which it is possible 
that the understanding of believers may be led, unawares, into 
a train of t)iought bordering on the old delusion. We have all 
an inherent tendency to that delusion : without this tendency, 
the papacy nejer could have achieved that omnipotence of do- 
minion which it formerly secured for itself: for, what: is the 
papacy but an accommodation in all things to the desires of the 
natural, man ? and what is the anti-papacy, or Christ, but the 
crucifixion of t^e desires, and a confutation of the opinions of 
the natural. man ? How careful, then, should we be to avoid the 
paths wherein it is even possible to lapse into old enrors ! How 
sedulous to follow the new spiritual chart in our journey through 
the wilderness! How cautious to shun the stumbling-blocks 
which are thickly set by Satan in every high-road and by-path 
of the journey ! *' If any man be in Christ, he is a new <»rea^ 
ture : old things are passed^way. ; behold, aU things are become 
new !'^ His spiritual understanding is new, his religion is new, 
and he has a new God. With Jehovah, known in Jesus Christ, 
he comes to see the new privileges ci the church, and to ac- 
knowledge that these privileges are altogether unlike any thing 
prevailing elsewhere ; a spiritual temple, a spiritual altar, a 
spiritual high-priest, a spiritual society of priests and prophets 
chosen by God the Holy Ghost, and by him appointed, anointed, 
and sent forth, according to his gifbs, for any office he chooses ; 
a fraternity of spiritual kings, who shall reign with their God 
forever ; a^d a spiritual union with the exalted Head of the 
church, perfect God and perfect man, who' is the brother and 
bridegroom of his chufch^ and who has taught his servants this 
unspeakable mystery, that they are part of his body, his flesh, 
and his bones* ' 
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* Who that ttoknowledges this creed, can, for one moment, re- 
turn to the dbmal trnmpery of the clericjd caete, without utter 
loathing and abomination ? Who that understands these things 
can take up the name of priest or prelate in his mouth without 
nausea ? But al^s ! we have been so long accustomed to see the 
sow that was washed return to her wallowing in the mire, that 
the disgusting spectacle excites neither our surprise nor our dis- 
pleasure. 

Now, in order to recover the privileges of which the church is 
lawful inheritrix, through the New Testament of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, our duty is to place the gospel ministry in 
a dear light ; to bring it forth in open day ; and not to allow it 
any false effect by shadowy back-grounds, and the picturesque 
accompaniments of antiquity. If the churches of Rome, of 
England, or other countries, have thek Brahminical orders — ^if 
they, in perfect consistency with their system, make their priests 
first breathe the sacerdotal life through the indispensable hand- 
ling of ^Vprelatical fingers" — ^if they have their upper and 
lower houses of Christians, the on% called '^ clergy " and the 
other " laity ^'-^we cannot be at a loss for the line of conduct 
which we are to pursue, even to avcud all they have done, not 
only by ceasing to imitate or tolerate their deeds, but. by de- 
nouncing them as a delusion, and worse than a delusion. 



§ 2. Sentiments of the Quakers. 

It is but justice to remark in this connection, that one seet, 
if sect it may be called, has approached perhaps nearer the truth 
concerning the priesthood than any other, and, entirely leveling 
every remnant of distinction between clergy and laity^ has at 
last produced a system framed on the famiamental doctrine, that 
" the old covenant " having " decayed and waxed oW,*' ought 
" to vanish away." This sect is the Quakers ; a body 6f men 
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who seemed deiermmed to inyeatigate the perplexing qaestioir, 
withoixt the least regard to the trammels of preoonceived opin- 
ions and settled habits; and though by snch a method of inves- 
tigation they were in danger of miming into some eztravagances, 
they were 1^ sore to disoover some truths unknown, denied, or 
detested by their cotemporaries : for so great are the ddusions 
of eyery generation, that he who systematically opposes the 
opinions of the age in which he lives, cannot fail to liberate 
some truths from die capdvity of error, which nothing but a de- 
termined war of paradox* could have rescued. The Quakers, 
then, are ^ititled to the whole credit of placing the sacerdotal 
controversy in its true light ; and they not only stated the truth, 
but ackd on it, and guarded their opinions with snch a jealous 
discipline, &at it became imposnble'for their successors in their 
society to misunderstand or misinterpret iheir meaning: to ac- 
knowledge a priest in any way, direct or indirect, is, in &ct, to 
cease to be a Quaker. And herein is their wisdom deserving tho 
highest possible eulogies; for though individuals amongst the 
Independents have occasionally tau^t Quaker-doctrine concern- 
ing the priesthood, y0t no society of Christians, excepting the 
Quakers, has, as a society^ aeknowledged and acted upon this 
great maxim, that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is the only 
Priest that has any pre-eminence, and that tho whole body of 
believers are priests in perfeci equality in and through their 
Head and Lord. One of the early Quakers was, therefore, right 
when he said, ^' we are not persons that have shot up out of the 
old root into another appearance, as one sect hath done out of 
another, till many are oome up one after another, the ground 
still remaining out of whi<^ they all grow } but that very ground 
hath been Ishaking, destroyed and is destroying, removed and 
is removing in us."*. 

* life of William Dewsbm^. Lonaon, 1886. p. & 
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§ 8. Prerogative of Priedhood common^ to aU, 

Christians. 

ChristiaDity can never be folly developed, nor can the points 
of difference between Christ and Anti-Christ ever be folly set- 
tled, till the liberty of the ministry to all believerSy and the ordi- 
nation of the Holy Spirit to all the members of the mystical 
body be fully understood, and fireely admitted as valid and suffi- 
cient. This is the axe that strikes at the root of tiie tree of 
Popery, inexpugnable by any other mslrument, but, by this, 
ultimately to be everted. To deny, all distinction between 
clergy and laity, prohibits, in Hminej the advance of any other 
papal argument ; neither Pope nor Prelate can plant his feet 
where this is boldly held forth ; it meets him with confutation 
and expulsion at the door of the sanctuary; and, by referring 
to the sole priesthood of the divine Head of the Church — ^who 
assumes into union with himself all his people, and places them 
^'with boldness and confidence" in.'Hhe holiest of all," as 
'' priests to God and their father " — ^renders it Impossible for 
any '' clergyman " to intrude into the fold of Christ and to 
usurp functions wliich his brethren, anointed with the Holy 
Ghost, may not perform with an authenticity and validity fully 
equal to any that he can claim. 

But it is marvellous to see how this important truth of the 
gospel 1^ been neglected, and how Christians have, in almost all 
Protestant denominations, set themselves to the work of consoli- 
dating such a form of church government as should reduce the 
priesthood of the whole Jbody to a naked theory, and make that 
a mere idea, abstracted from . anything practical or tangible, 
which was intended to be a governing principle of the church 
upon earth. 

The Congregationalists are of all others the most dqeply in- 
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teresied in this question, both because thej profess to have * 
seceded to ^ utmost distance from Rome on purely Scriptural 
grounds,. and also to have secured to themselves an ecclesiastical 
polity free from the evils incident to the systems which elsewhere 
prevail. Still their practice and their principles seem not to b^ 
consistent with each other. Their principles would lead to a 
plurality of ministers in each church, .and we know not that 
such a plurality has ever been denied, in theory at least, by any 
respectable writer of the Congregational class. Nevei^heless, 
the great body of Congregationalists have, in practice, re- 
jected the plurality of ministers, and have settled down into the 
monarchical form of government, without the pretence of an 
argument in favor of such an arrangement. Here, then, there 
is a practical breach in their church government ; and, here, we 
might enter up<m a logical conftitation of their views on this 
head which we feel well assured could not easily be answered. 

We choose, however, to take a higher ground. We do not 
merely plead for the plurality of ministers, but for the full and' 
free acknowledgment of the liberty of ministry to the whole 
Church of Ood, by which all may be placed in that position 
^^ that all may prophecy, that all may learn, and all may be eom- 
forted." (1 Cor. ziv. 31.) We plead for the abrogation of that 
law^ or, which amounts to the same thing, of that fixed custom 
which commits the whole task of doctrine to a consecrated, to a . 
clerical order, whi^h has abolieiied the mutual exhortations of 
the church, and substituted, in lieu thereof, the laborious ora- 
tions of scholastic rhetoricians. We plead for the plenary re- 
cognition of the 'church-privileges of all the people of God ; 
that they may, if so disposed, preach the word (Acts viii. 4) ; 
that a saving faith in Christ may be admitted as proof of that 
anointing, which institutes into the evangelical priesthood — ^for 
no one can say that Jesus Is his Lord but by the Holy Spirit — 
and that the rule of the Apostle may be revived and tolerated, 
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^^ We, having the same spirit of faith, aecording as it is written, 
I have believed and therefoTe have I spoken, we also heliect and 
therefore speak.^^ If the New Testament is to give ns any light 
in these matters this is plain, that the whole body of believers 
are, by it, regarded as exercising different ministrations : '^ The 
manifestation^ of the Spirit is given to every nutn to profit 
withal ; fbr to one, is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom ; 
to another, the word of knowMge by the same Spirit; to an- 
other, faith by the same Spirit ; to another, the g^ft of healing 
by the same Spirit ; to another, the working (tf miracles ; to an- 
other, prophecy ; to another, discerning of spirits ; to another, 
divers kinds of tongues ; but all these worketii that one and the 
self-same Spirit^ dividing to eveiy man severally as he will : for 
as iho body is one, and hath many members, and all the mem- 
bers of that body, being many, are one b6<ty, so also is Christ : 
for by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body." ( 1 Qbr. zii.) 
This eminent passage proves the whole argument: that the Holy 
Spirit does baptize all believers into the body of Olirist ; that 
this union makes them all priests in the saitetnary, by virtue of 
union with him ; and that the Holy Spirit imparts the g^ of 
ministration, according to the will of God, to each. 

Again, it |s written, '^ Every one of you hath a psalm, hsJik a 
doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath aa interpreta*- 
tion : let all things be done unto edifymg." Now, whatever 
may be said of the miraculous gSOUi to which tiiere is here an 
allusion, this is certain, that these passages contemplate the 
whole church in action, mmifiistriUiem ; and it would be the ex- 
tremity of daring to assert that our modem, or rather popish 
practice of appropriating the ministry to one salaried individual, 
however pious, learned, and respectable that individual may be, 
was known, or even thought of, in the sera when the New Testa- 
ment was composed under diving influei^ce. Iilcidental direc- 
tions are continually occurring ia the Scriptures, indicating that 
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the work of tho ministry, (t. e, the edification of the churcL by 
exhortation, experience, doctrine, warning, adyioe faith, &o.), 
was with all belieyers : ^' As every man hath received the gift, 
even 30 minister one to another, as good stewards of the mani- 
fold grace of God" (1 Pet. iv. 10) ; "not forsaking the assem- 
bling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but ex- 
horting aw another?'^ (Heb. z. 25.) Bat whilst remarks like 
these are of frequent occurrence, there is no record of a fact, 
nor of any thing like an incidental passing allusion, which can 
authorize even a resolute partisan to assert that the order exist- 
ing in these days existed in the days of the apostles. 

But here we descend into the arena with the usual arguments 
advanced for the power, authority, and pre-eminence of the 
clergyman, whether he be called Bishop, Priest, or Deacon, 
Minister, Pastor, or Superintendent Now, as aH the parties 
concerned have substantially, a& it relates to the laity, the same 
cause to defend, it is not matter of surprise to find them all 
supporting their common theory by precisely the same argu- 
ments. There is indeed a wide difierence in the extent of power 
which the di&rent sects require for their clergy ; and Rome and 
Oxford superinduce the aid of tradition to make their case still 
stronger ; but all agree in quoting the same texts for the estab- 
lishment of the clerical order. These texts, of course, are 
generally known : " Remember them which have the rule over 
you, who have spoken to you the word of God ; whose faith fol- 
low, considering the end of their Conversation." " Obey liiem 
tiiat have the rule over you, and silbmit yourselves ; for they 
watch for your souls as they that must. give account ; that they 
may do it with joy, and, not with grief" (Heb. xiii. 7, 17.) 
^^ We beseech you, brethren, to know them which labor among 
you, and are over yon in the Lord, and admonish you ; and to 
esteem them very highly in love for their works' sake " (Thess. 
▼. 12, 13) ; and others of a similar import. 

3 
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§ 4. Why BO lUUe said of Church Chvemnient in the 
ScriptureB. 

In oontemplatiiig this question of earlj chnrch ^Temment, 
we are too apt to bring to it oor own ideas and prstbtioes 
as a mediafii through which to view the sabjeot. Our ideas and 
practices, anquestionably inherited from Rome, however they 
may be modified or re-cast, are all applicable to an external 
work only. The desire of most persons .who engage themselves 
in this inquiry, is to discover the exact degree of authority 
which the Elders, or Eulers, or Bishops of the church possess- 
ed ; to know and define, with precision, all the laws and cus- 
toms of church polity ; to restore the discipline and recover the 
canoms of ecclesiastical regimen. Writers ^nll tell ua th^ there 
was only one Bishop, and that he rilled the Priests ; Hidtei^lliftt 
there were no Priests^ but many Elders, who were, the ame as 
Bishops ; others that there was one Bishop; above the rest, in 
every church ; others, that the brethreii might elect, or might 
not elect, to clerical offices ; that the Deacons had this or that 
office, or this or that duty ; and divers other points of that sort, 
which have been investigated with laborious research, and sus- 
tained with contentious controversies of ecclesiastical animosity. 
But how comes it, if this indeed were the matter of inquiry, that 
the question is left undefined, uncertain, intan^ble, in Scripture } 
that church government is nowhere clelurly described ; that we 
are constrained to make our discoveries as well as we can, by the 
very unsatisfactory help of passing allusions or incidental re- 
marks ; and that that which seems to, be the very soul of mod- 
ern division, and the life of all controversy,. and the strength of 
all sects, should have no definite shape in the canon of the New 
Testament? 

The church ^vemment of the Mosaic Law is dear beyond 
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dispute. There are not, in the Law, only here and there a few 
detached and questionable allusions, but whole chapters and 
books expressly on the subject : but in the Gospel, which is a 
more glorious minbtration, which is a better, a clearer, a more 
lucid, a more life-giving system by far than the Law, the whole 
question of church government is never once fairly and directly 
handled ! How shall we account for Ihis ? Simply by this ex- 
planation : that our Lord Jesus Christ is the head himself of the 
church, and that he raises up whom he will by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, to edify the church according to his own purpose ; 
that he never wished his fold to be governed by a code of human 
laws and a book of canons, but that he did intend at the first, 
and, to the last, wiU effect that which he intended at the first, to 
rule by his Spirit the church which he purchased with his own 
blood : ^^ And all the churches shall know that I am he which 
searcheth the reins and the heart." 



^S. The Church FruUa of the Holy Spirit 

When the Holy Spirit is imparted, then there will be seen the 
fruits of it, " love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance ;" and, with such gifts as 
these, there will be no lack of church order. Oh, yes ! there 
will be Elders and Teachers ; yea, there will be Bishops ; men 
of vast power, men of large prerogatives, and of a stringent 
dominion : their power will be that of love ; they will, with the 
mitre of meekness, and the pastoral staff of humbleness of 
mind, and with the knowledge t)f the deep things of Ood, and 
with the strength of prayer, lead the flock to still waters and 
green pastures, and keep ihem close under the eye of the great 
Shepherd and Bishop of souls. They will sit enthroned in the 
affections of their faithful brethren ; and, amidst the royal 
priesthood, the holy nation, the peculiar people, they will rule 
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wiUi priestly swaj. Who donbtg it ? Who would deny it? Who 
does not wish it should be so ? Dare we not trust the promise of 
the exalted Head of the church ? Are we unable to believe that 
he will magnify his word above all his name, and that he will, ao« 
cording to his word, be with his people to the end of the world ? 
And are we at all doubtful that, if we come together with one 
mind and with one sphrit, having no other desire than to live and 
die for the glory of him who died for us, that he will raise up 
Pastors to take care of uiT from amongst our anointed number ; 
and that he will elicit all the varions gifts of the brethren for the 
different branches of edification and ministration ? 

That is very simple in itself which to many persons is a prob« 
lem of inextricable difficulty. The Head of the church is, by 
the agency of the Holy Spirit, raising up spiritual men into those 
offices which are for edification. Wherever there are gifts of 
teaching in the brethren, there they will, by that same grace by 
which faith was first imparted, be ultimately made manifest. 
Every man will stand in his proper position : each will fall into 
the ranks of the church according to the^order for which he is 
adapted : the grave, the prudent, the watehiul, and preceptive 
character will take his natural plaoe for government ; the bro- 
ther, who has a gift of utterance, and who is well instructed ia 
the Scriptures, will become a teacher; some, by general superi- 
ority of und^standing, will precede others ; and some, by faith 
and patience, and some, by gift of prayer, wSl be in thai place 
of trust in the church which is evidently theirs, without any 
ceremony of election, or imposition of hands. We contend not 
in the least against tibe authority of a Minister, when that au- 
thority is rightly understood. The true authority is that of the 
message delivered and of the character of him who delivers it. 
There is one Spirit which anoints them all into the priesthood, 
and sanctifies their &culties and calls them forth and demands 
them'accbrdiog to their grades, of value, for the edification oi the 
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charoh. Oaias may havd many qualifications for goyernment or 
for teaching, either coDJointly or distinctly, which Lucius has not ; 
and Caius may be generally regarded, for many reasons, as a 
leader among the believers ; then, certainly, Caius will become 
trtta^onoij episcopos ; he will be overseer, he will be a ruler : and 
Lucius, a very dear briber, will take some other station, and be 
exceedingly valued by the church in his proper oapamty. And 
thus it will come to pass, that, in the kingdom of love, Caius will 
be a Bishop ! and he will take the oversight of the hearts of the 
brethren by ruling in their affections ; and his authority will bo 
far greater than if he had received a call out of a opUege, to 
preach talented sermons, and, too often, to struggle aU his un- 
happy days with '^ Lord-Deacons " and a discontented flock. 

§ 6. WTiat' hind of Government recognised in the Acts 
and the EpisUes. 

To us, it is obvious that the Acts and the Epistles are written 
with a view of church-government such as this ; a church gov- 
ernment, not of any fixed laws or defined polity, but avowedly 
under the direction. of the Holy Spirit, ruling in the principle 
of love ; which, if it were understood and felt, would effectually 
settle all disputes about ecclesiastical regime, and show the 
utter emptiness of all those interminable questions concerning 
the ministerial office, which have indeed filled many books, but 
have not advanced even tibe ex^r^ia/ question one degree further 
than it was in the days of Luther and Calvin. 

§ 7. Where we are to loohfor tJie Law of Church 
Government, . 

The law of church-gOvemment is infolded in spiritual prin- 
ciples of general Christian conduot, and not in any canons or 

3* 
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enaetinettts of discipline ; and in texts like these we are to find 
the mysterj : ^' If we live in the Spirit, let ns also walk in the 
Spirit; lej; ns not be desirous of yain glory, provdcing one 
another, envjing one another." (&al. v. 25.) "Bear ye one 
another '9 burdens, and so fdLfil the law of Christ : for if a. man 
think himself to be 8(Hne thing, whep he is nothing,' he deceiveth 
himself; bnt leti every man prove his own work, and then shall 
.he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another ; ior every 
man shall bear his own burden. Let him that is taught in the 
word, communiJBate unto him that teaeheth in all good things." 
(Gal. vi. 2-S,) '^ Walk in love, as Ohnst also hath loved us, 
and hath ^ven himself for us, an <^ering and a sacrifice to Ood, 
for a sweet-smelling savor." (Eph. v. 2.) " Speaking to yonr- 
selves in psalnls and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and mak- 
ing melody in your heart to the Lord ; giving thanks always for 
all things unto Gtod and the Father, in the name of the JiOrd 
Jesus Christ ; suhmitting yourselves one to another in the fear of 
Godi^^ (Eph. V. 19-21.) " The Elders which are among ypu 
I exhort, who am also a fellow-Elder : feed the flock of God 
iriiidi is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by oon- 
straiflt but willingly ; not for flHhy lucre, .but of a* ready nnnd ; 
neither as being Lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples 
to ihe flock ; and when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. Likewise, 
ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder ; yea^ all of yon he 
stbbjed onetotmMer^ and be clothed with humility." (2. Pet. t. 
1-6.) " Put on, therefore, as the elect of (Jod, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long- 
suflering ; forbearing one another, and forgiving one imoth^r, if 
any man have a quarrel against any ; even as Christ forgave you, 
so also do ye : and^ above all these things, put on charity, 
which is the bond of p^rfeotness : and let the peace of God rule 
in your hearts, to the whioh also ye are called in one body ; and 
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be ye thankful.'' (Ool. iii. 12-15.) " I am persuaded of jou, 
my brethren, that ye also are full 6f goodness, filled with all 
knowledge, able also to admonieh one another." (Rom. xv. 14.) 
'' Now the God of patiende and eonsolation grant you to be like 
minded one towards another aeeording to Christ Jesus: that 
ye may with one mind and one month glorify God, even the 
Father of onr Lord Jesncr Ohriat. Wherefore receive ye one 
another, as Christ also received us to the ^ry of God.". (Bom. 
rv. 5-7.) 

§ 8. WAai are th$ Advantages of the jPr^ent System. 

'HLblj we not, ibhen, demand, seeing l^at the spiritual equal- 
ity of all believers is not practically recognized. What are the 
advantages derived from upholding the* existing state of 
things ? What benefits result frdm the pertinacious adherence 
to the clerical distinction ?^ We may waive the nice question o. 
the Priest ; but that the clergy and the laity are perfectly dis- 
tinct amongst the Congregation^ts is notorious, and it is quite 
evident that the laborious education fbr the ministry, the titular 
rank of tlie minister, the call, the ordination, the imposition of 
hands, the garb, the sole office of instruction, the indelible char- 
acter, and divers other particularities, constitute the ministers 
Clergymen; and that ^' the people,^ as all non-olerical believers 
are called, are entirely separate in character and action from the 
clergy, tias this system prospered ? Is it, generally speaking, 
in healthy vigor and activity } . Or is it^ in the greater number 
of instances, debile and failing ? And is it betraying signs of 
evident caducity i 
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§ 9. The doctrine of a Christian Priesthood apart from 
the general body of Belieoers receives no ootmtenanoe 
from the earliest History of Christianity. 

On this head we make no pretensions to diye deep into the 
depths of patristic lore. Indeed, we pLice Tory little stress on 
the historical argument as compared with-the Soripbiral. It is 
of mighty small moment to us what the ancientest and the 
holiest Fathers have taught on a question that is finally to be 
settled solely on the authority of Holy Writ If these grave 
and reverend seigniors are to be summoned into court, it is sim- 
ply that they may give testimony to matters of fact, and not to 
take the judges' seat and lay down the law of the church. 
That we have to seek in the pure archives of Inspiration, and 
nowhere else. At thesame time, if the collateral records of the 
purest ages of Christianity go to confirm the /results of previous 
inquiry conducted on wliolly other grounds, nothing forbids the 
availing ourselves of this fact, especially with those who woiQd 
fain worship alike the dry books and the dry bones of these 
saintly fathers. Happily there is ample evidence that though 
the apostolic polity was very early departed from, and the foun- 
dations of the hierarchy thoroughly laid, yet in the really primo- 
primitive days of the church the order for which we plead wal 
the one that actually prevailed. The pofound and clear-sighted 
Neander, the honest Mosheim, the exact Gieseler, are accounted 
reliable authority in this department, and they all concur in sob- 
stantially the same view of the non-distinction of the clerical 
and the laical classes in the commencement of the church's 
career. The following extracts, samples of hundreds similar 
which might be adduced, will convince the reader that we do no 
^' speak without book" in the averment now made : 

'' What Moses expressed as a wish, that the Spirit of God 
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might rest upon all, and all might be prophets, Ik a prediction 
of that which was to be realised Uirough Christ. Bj him was 
instituted an economy distinguished from the constitution of all 
previously existing religious societies. There could be no longer 
a priestly or prophetic office, constituted to serve as a medium 
for the propagation and development of the Kingdom of God, 
on which office the religious consciousness of the community 
was to be dependent. Such a class of priests as existed in the 
previous systems of religion empowered to guide other men, who 
remained, as it were, in a state of religious pupilage ; having 
the exdusive care of providing for their religious wants, and 
serving as Me^ators, by whom all other men must be placed in 
connection with God. and divine things : such a priestly caste . 
could find no place within Ohristianity . . . ' . ; When the apos- 
tles applied the Old Testament idea of the priesthood, this was 
done invariably for the simple purpose of showing that no such 
visible particular priesthood Qould find plaice in the new commu- 
nity ; that since free access to God and to heaven had beeU; 
once for all, open to believers by one High Priest, even Christy 
they bad by virtue of their union to him, become themselves a 
spiritual people, consecrated to God, their caUing being none 
other than to dedicate their entire life to God as a thank-ofier- 
ing for the grace of redemption, to publish abroad the^power 
and grace of him who had called them out of the kingdom of 
darkness into his marvellous light, to make their life one con- 
tinual priesthood Each society was a whole composed 

of equsu members, all the members being but organs of the 
community, to this was the body quickened by the Spirit of 
Christ. All those members, organs of the whole and of the one 
Spirit that gave it life, wei^e to co-operate each in his appro- 
priate place, for the common end ; and some of the members 
acted in this organization of parts as the pre-eminently guiding 
ones. But it could hardly work itself out in a natural way from 
the essence of the Christian life and of Christian fellowship, that 
this guidance should be placed in the hands of only, one individual 
The monarchical form of governmeni vfus not suited to. the ChriS' 
iian community of Spirit, The preponderence of one individ- 
ual at the head of the whole might too easily operate as a check 
on the free development of the life of the church, and the free 
Ao-operation of the different organs, in whom the consciousness 
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of mutual independence must ever be kept alive. The indiyid- 
ual on whom every thing depended, might aoqiyre too great an 
importance for the whole, and so become a centre roui^ which 
all would gather, so as to obscure the sense of their common 
relation to that only Ont^ who should be the centre for aU." — 
Neander's Ck Hut., p. 179-183. Torrtfs Tram, 

'' AU ChrisOanSj origmallj, had the right of pouring out 
their hearts before the brethren, and of speaking for their edifi- 
cation in the public assemblies." — Id, Vol. I., p. 186. 

'' The duty of teaching as an office was by no means incum- 
bent on the elders, although the apostle wishes that they should 
be apt to teach. The capacity for instructing and edifying in the 
assemblies was rather considered as n free ^t of the Spirit, 
which manifested itself in many Christians, though in different 
modes. Still less was a distinct priestly order known at this 
time ; for tlu whole society of Christians "formed a royal priest- 
hood j God^s peculiar peopleJ*^ — Gieseler JScc, Hist., ch. ii. § 30. 
p. 90. Edin.Ed. 

From the authorities cited by Gieseler we eztmct the foUow- 
ing, which will be ^een to bear directly upon the point before 
us: 

'' The authority of the church constituted the difference be- 
tween the (clerical) order and the people. (Differentiam inter 
ordinem et plebem constituit ecclesiao auctoritas)." Tertul. de 
Exhort, Castit. o, 7. 

Ambrosiaster (Hilary the Deacon), about A. D. 300^ thus* 
speaks in his Comment ad Ephes : — ^^ ^t first all taught and all 
baptized on whatever days or whatever times it might be conve- 
nient As then ihe people grew and were multiplied it 

was a privilege conceded ta all at the outset to evangelize,' to 
baptise, and to expound the Scriptures in the church. But as 
places became filled with churches, conventicles were established 
and directors appointed, and other offices were created in the 
churches, so that no one of the number who was not ordained 
dared to take upon him an office which was not thus entrusted 
or conceded to him. The consequence was, that the church be- 
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gan to be goyerned by eotirely a differeDt order and provideBoe, 
because if all were to be viewed as competent to the same 
function, it would of course be esteemed irrational, vulgar, and 
vile. Hence it has happened that now neither do deacons 
preach among the people, nor do clerics or laics baptize, nor are 
beliefers baptized on any and every day, unless it be the sick." 
—Giesder^ Vol. I. p. 91. 

So much for fathers and church histdrians, who dimply come 
in as a kind of volunteer witnesses, though we are very ready to 
have the case go to the jury without their aid. We make in- 
trinsically but little account of names when the grand question 
is the true sense of the Word of Ood, but we are still not in- 
different to the suffrages of great and good men. Brown, the 
earliest of the English Independents (from whom they were 
originally called Brawni^) held the liberty of ministry, the 
equality of Christian brethren, the Spirit's teaching, and com- 
petency (and not man's appointment or ordination) as the pro- 
per and only warrant for ministry in the present diBpensation. 
Milton also, whose tractates are so often cited against the sup- 
porters of establishments, maintains entirely the spiritual priest- 
hood of all true believers, and utterly repudiates the idea of any 
order of men being allowed to come in as priestSy whatever be 
their name, between God and his people, to be the medium of 
intercourse, and the link of their connexion with heaven ; main- 
taining, what the New Testament so emphatically enforces, the 
personal responsibility of every individual believer to Ood, and 
the impossibility of transacting by proxy those matters which 
relate to God and the soul, and can only be carried on by the 
aid of the Spirit, through the divine mediation of Jesus at the 
right hand of God. So flur Milton's principles^ as itn Inde- 
pendent, accord with the principles of the New Testament : 
and many of his pungent remarks in the tractate entitled '^ The 
Likeliest Means to remove Hirelings out of the Church," de- ^ 
serve the grave and practical attention of the pastors and peo- 
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pie of all sections of the professing church. We quote a brief 
passage from the close of it, commending the perusal of the 
whole to those who would see a clear and forcible exposition of 
the mischief which has been wrought in the church, by the ex- 
hibition of lures of any kind, to induce men to take upon them- 
selves a work which they should undertake ^' willingly, and not 
by constraint, nor for filthy lucre's sake :" 

'^ Heretofore, in the first evangelic times (and it were happy 
for Christendom Were it so again) , ministers of the gospel were 
by nothing else distinguished from other Christians but by their 
spiritual knowledge and sanctity of life, for which the Church 
elected them to be her teachers and overseers, though not 
thereby to separate them from whatever txtUing she then found 
them following besides ; as the example of St. Paul declares, and 
the first times of Christianity. When once they affected to be 
called a clergy j and became, as it were, a distinct order in the 
commonwealth, bred up for divines in babbling schools, and fed 
at the public cost, good for nothing else but what was flood for 
nothing, they soon grew idle ; that idleness, with fjofness of 
bread, begat pride and perpetual contention with their feeders, 
the despised laity, through all ages ever since ; to the perverting 
of religion and tiie disturbance of all Christendom ;" — of which 
'^ Christendom might soon rid herself and be happy, if Chris- 
tians would but know their own dignity, their liberty, their adop- 
tion ; and let it not be wondered if I say, their spirittuU priest- 
kood^ whereby they have all equally access to any ministerial 
function, whenever called by their own abilities and the Church, 
though they never came near commencement or university. But 
while Pro^tants, to avoid the due labor of understanding their 
own religion, are content to lodge it in the breast, or rather in 
the books of a clergyman^ and to take it thence by scraps and 
noiammocks, as he dispenses it in his Sunday's dole ; they will be 
always learning, and never knowing ; always infiints ; always his 
vassals, as lay-Papists are to their priests ; or at odds with him, 
as reformed principles give them some light to be not wholly 
conformable." 
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OnAFTER III. 

THE APOSTOLATE. 

§ 1. Position assumed. 

** Cburoh Government," eays Prof. Sohaaff, in hii History of 
the Apostolic Chnroh| " ha9 its foundation in the Christian 
Ministry, which is originally identical with the Apostolate and 
contains the germs of all other church offices," Such, briefly 
stated, is the theory which constitutes the stronghold of the 
advocates of a priestly and clerical caste. It supposes that our 
Lord in giving his last commandment to the disciples to go 
forth and proselyte aH nations, ^ve it to them as a kind of cor- 
poration, or apostolic college, set apart under a special ecclesi- 
astical organization, instead of giving it to tiiem merely as indi- 
viduals. Nearly aH theologians have, interpreted our^ Saviour's 
words in the former sense, implying a special commission to the 
apostles as an ecclesiastical corporation, and authorising them 
as such henceforth to preside oyer, the whole body of believers, 
haviog power in virtue of that position to expound the doctrines 
of the Christian fidth| to administer the sacraments, and espe- 
cially to ordain other persons to the performance of the same 
functions, thus perpetuating the clerical order as long as the 
diurch should enduire on earth. 



§ 2, Position denied. 

The above statement brings the grand question before us. Is 
it an undoubted fact that Chrbt did constitiite the apostles an 
ecclesiastical corporation ? The determination of this question 
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inyolves the most serious consequences, nnce all the claims of 
the clergy as a body of men consecrated by divine appointment 
to perform certain functions, rest ultimately on the fact whether 
the apostles themselves were a corporation ; for unless they were 
so constituted they could not convey corporate powers upon 
those who succeeded them in point of time. Every important 
passage that is quoted from the New Testament as implying 
commission, authority, or power to the clergy or ministers of the 
gospel, has been deduced from words addressed expressly to the 
apostles. But no one has a right to apply to the clergy at 
large words spoken by Christ speciallyto his apostles unless he 
cap also show that the apostles were a corporation, and thai as 
such they communicated the powers or authority which they 
themselves had received. Were they such ak body ? Bid they 
communicate Such a power ? That twelve apostles were in a 
special manner designated as individuals to commence the work 
of proselyting mankind, is evident from the New Testament 
history, but that they were appointed to this work as an apos- 
tblic corporation, with powers to perpetuate this corporate au- 
thority by ordination, is a doctrine for which we find no ade- 
quate evidence in the Scripture. 

In the first place,, we have sought in vain for ftny passage in 
the: New Testament that either speaks of or implies any «uch 
corporate action of the apostles as a distinct body. There is no 
plan for the organization of such a collegiate body laid down in 
the apostolic writings, nor rules given by which it should be 
regulated. In warning the disciples against false prophets who 
would in time appear among them, our Lord gave ihem no other 
instruction by which to determine the character of these false 
teachers but by judging them " according to their fruits. " He 
thus left the matter to be determined by the mere inferences of 
their private judgment, instead, of referring them at once to 
some specific test of truth. The idea of the appointment of 
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Buch an apostolic college empowered to teach with a special 
authority is also opposed by what the Lord says to his disciples 
Matt, xxiii. 7-10, " Be ye not called Babbi, fw ont is your 
Master^ even Christy and all ye are brethren. And call no man 
your father upon earth, for one is your father which is in hea- 
ven. Neither be ye called master^ iat one is your master even 
Christ." Hiare we have the most positive prohibition on the 
part of Ohrist himself ag&inst any of his disciples assuming the 
character of teachers or instructors by authority y for that it is 
only in this sense that the terms are reprobated is evident, since 
Christ and the apostles distinctly recognize certain of their fol- 
lowers to be teachers and instructors of others. ' Hence they 
serve only to te&ch and instruct by communicating the knowl- 
edge they possessed in like manner as any layman in our ^ay in- 
structs any^ other layman in the principles of religious truth as 
he has learned them. If none of Christ^ disciples were to be 
saluted with the appellations which signify learned men, teach- 
ers, or instructors, ban any thing be more evident than that no 
class of "persons could have been constituted by Christ to exercise 
such functions by a divine commission ? Is it possible for words 
to bear a more direct testimony against a divinely constituted 
body of teachers than the circumstance, that the very words 
which imply the necessary superiority of such teachers are posi- 
tively forbidden to be used ? 

Secondly. That there could have been no organization of the 
apostles as a corporation is evident from the statement made by 
Paul, who expressly tells us (Gal. i. 15, &c.) that after his 
miraculous call to the apostleship,1ie held^o conference what- 
ever with those who were apostles before him, but went as a mere 
individual into Arabia on the work of his ministry ; and not 
until three years after did he go up to Jerasalem where he con- 
ferred with Peter singly;, and merely mentions having seen 
James only of all the other apostles. . 
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ThirdljT. Neither did the other apostles know during these 
three years, that Christ had appointed Paul an apostle with 
them, for when he first wetit up to Jerusalem (Acts ix. 26, 
27) and '' assayed to join himself with the disciples," ihey were 
all afraid of him, not bolievitig himi to be even a convert to 
Christianity, till Barnabas cleared up the matter. It seems inr 
credible that the apostles should have been a corporation when, 
for three years, they did not know so eminent a member of their 
own body. 

Fourthly. It is to be observed that Paul, in the greater num- 
ber of his epistles, associates with himself, in the address, Tim- 
othy, Sylvanus^ or Sosthenes, who were his ordinary attendants 
on his missionary excursion^. In other epistles he writes in 
his own name, and never uses any expression as implying the 
eoncurr^ authority of an apostolic body. It is the same 
with Peter, James, and John ; they each write as individuals 
only. T^ese facts are inconsbtent with the hypothesis that the 
apostles constituted a corporalioQ, which was the feuntain'-head 
of ministerial authority. > 

Fifthly. The apostles did not oomprehend that they were to 
preach to the heathen until ten or eleven years after Chrisi^s oi^ 
censionj when Peter was informed of it by a vision. It is more- 
over evident that they could not have known that the observ- 
ance of circumcision and the use of oleim and unclean food were 
to be dispensed with, or they would not have held a oonfinrence 
twentyrtvH) years after the ascension to determine this matter 
among themsdves^ Lastly, it is clear from Acta^xxi. 20, &c., 
that thirty years after the ascension the apostles and the whole 
church at Jerusalem were unaware that the Mosaic institutions 
had been abrogated by the coming of Christ. 

The popular theory, therefore, that the ministerial function 
was wrapped up in and originated with what is termed the ^^apos- 
tolic college j'' viewed ^ a divine corpor^ition, is, we thuiky totally ' 
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irreooncilable with the statements made above. Nor does the 
filling np of the vacanoy occasioned by the defection of Judas 
in the election of Matthias, as related Acts i. 15-2&, inyalidate 
in our minds this conclusion. The election does not appear to 
hare been authorized by the Lord himself, nor was it made by 
the apostles exclusiyely, but by the whole body of the disciples \ 
and that, as Macknight and others have suggested, it was .pre- 
sumptuous-, may be inferred from the fact, fhat Christ himself 
selected l^aul for the vacant apostleship by a direct and super- 
natural appointment. That the election of Matthias could not 
have b^n recognized by Christ seems also to bo gathered from 
Rev. xxi. 14, which in describing the city of the celestial Jeru- 
salem states that its foundations bore the names of ^' the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb." If Paul was included in this enumera- 
tion, then certainly Matthias was not, for then there would have 
been thirteen apostles, B;ad if Matthias was included, then by the 
same reason Paul was not. The same remark is applicable to 
what is said by our Lord respecting the twelve apostles sitting 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Those 
who argue that the election of Matthias was legitimate virtually 
beg die question, as they assvme that the apostles constituted a 
corporate body, of which there is no proof in the Scripture. 

From the various considerations now adduced we deem the 
conclusion justified, that Christ called the apostles as mere indi- 
viduals, and commissioned them to act in this capacity, and in 
this only. As such they went fori& into' the world, as it were 
upon so many different missionary enterprises, wherein each 
regulated the oonverta he made by his own view§ of religious 
propriety, and^not according to any enactments of an apbatolicaL 
conclave. Consequently the idea of a permanent or perpetuated 
body of clergy originating from this source becomes a mere, 
ecclesiastical figment. 

4* 
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. ' HtNISTBY/.' . •' . 

ThiT settii^ aside tf. ttiy j>ilier jpnestl^ id tiia Chmtbtf ' 
chtfroh*thaii*t&at pf our Lord himdelf. 6titt ^^▼Q6't)ie inftituti^n ^ 
of a minutry imtoiiched, ahd oqr inqui^ now.coiiQiBmfi thftt sab-* . 
ject. What then is the geaelld and popnlqur idea .of '^ lainisiry/' 
and what is the divine teaching conderntng it ? With (be nttll- 
titnde it is a wide undefined term, meaning an office just asjui- 
definedy held by one who Is termed a priest, dergyman, ministerf 
or preacher. .. With the uninstnioted^ ^ priesthood V and," min« 
istry" are the. same thing. Whoeiier will take trouble to institute 
the inquiry, will find that the popular idea of " mifiistry " is like 
the popular idea of " church'' — all dimness, and confusion. A 
notion prevails that whatever is said about priests and Levites 
in the Old Testament, and about bishops and ministers in the 
New, is to' be applied to the Christian ministry : that a minister 
is a priest, and a priest a minister ; that the person holding this 
office is in some way to be ordained to it by other priests or min- 
isters ; that by virtue of- his office he is to preach and pray for 
the people, to visit the poor an^ the sick, to look after the sal- 
vation of men's souls, and more or.less to sumre it ; that he is 
to be more pious than " the laity ;" to wear (Acial apparel ; to 
be oaDed " Be^eiend," And generally to manage every thing 
that belongs to *^ religion." 

This is the popular idea of ^'ministry," with very little^ varia- 
tion, among all bodies of Christians ; and it obnously is not the 
interest of the clerical department in any sect to clear up the 
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popalar joistakes on a subject'which if ngEtlj TpidQfstood. might 
' tend* to snWert.aB establisbed 'BrrangetkientSy «nd to reatore 

God's order over t&e foins of the order pf mad. 

§ 2.,^rb0i^ Idea of Mmistry cu set fo^tA in the 

* . « ^ SOf^ture^. - ^. ' 

- The fiiret aad^mcwt obyione duty attached to a.mmatry by all 

partie» ia^ 1^ coqrse, tjgkiai'teachin^ ; except,* indeed, in.^e Ro« 

' mte OaOiolii) persnasiQii, where performing the facrifice of the 

• .mass, asd' execBting ^^ihe sacraments,'' .take precedence of 

preaching and teadhing ; but now we are taking of Protestants, 
^ ^md amongsf them — ^in all their sects— teachmg and preaching 
coi^titate, of necessity, a large portion of ministerial fnnctions. 
^Let us &0W see what the New Testament says of these functions, 
their origin, and the persons to whom they are assigned* We 
find all this stated in 1 Cot: xii. *^ Now concerning i^nritual 
gifts, bl!«thret, I> would not have you ignorant. .... there are 
•di7ersi1ies of gifts, but the same Spirit ; there are differences of 
administrations, but the same Lord ^ there are 4iver8ities of 
operations, but it is the same G-od which worketh all hi all. But 
the manifes^tion of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal ; for to one is given by the Spirit tlie word of wisdom ; 
to anothet the word of knowledge by the same Spirit ; to an- 
other ffdth by the same Spirit ; to another the gifts of healing 
by the same Spirit ; to anothei; the working of miracles ; to an- 
other prophecy ; to another diseeminig of spirits ; to another 
divers kinds of tongues ; to another the interpretation of 
tongues : but all these worketh that one «nd the self-same 
^ Spirit, dividing Un every man severally aa he will." 

This statement is very clear: we are here very plainly in- 
formed, that the Holy Spirit gives many gifts to many mem- 
bers of the church ; that the donation is not to a privileged 
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class, separated from their brethren, nor according to man^s ap- 
pointment or election, bat that selection is made out of the 
whole body, according to the unrestrained will of the sovereign 
Agent. *^ The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 
man, to profit withal" (v. 7), and that in consequence of tWs 
divine regulation, one man receives wisdom, another knowledge, 
another fidth (v. 9) ; gifts surely requisite for any efficient min- 
istry of teaching. There ure, indeed, other gifts mentioned, 
but with them we are not now concerned, as the church con- 
fessedly does not now possess them ; but wisdom, knowledge, 
and faith must, in degree at least, esdst, otherwise there Would 
be no ministry of teaching at all. ^^ Now all these worketh that 
one and the self-same Spirit, dividiitg fe every man severally as 
he wUl." (v. 11.) 

If this be a true descr^tion of the church as it was at the first, • 
then of course it bears no resemblance to the arro^ngements of 
the sects, wh^re the division of ministry is not by the will and 
appointment of the Spirit, l)ut by the direction and choice of 
man. This^is indeed so pli^n, that almost all commentators 
seem quietly to yield the point, that ministry in the Corinthian 
church was- of an order now lost, and that all known existing 
churches have adopted another method. They speak of the 
Corinthian order as a pattern known only in the Scriptures ; it 
is, in fact, terra ithcogmta to them, and so accustomed are they 
to the systemfi introduced by tradition, that the distribution of 
gift by the Spirit to every man in the^hurch, they consider some 
strange phenomenon of the days of miracles. Amongst the 
sects we do indeed see quite another order ; in the churches of 
Borne and England, the bishops appoint to the ministry ; in the 
kirk of Scotland, the Presbytery is thefountain of clerical func- 
ions ; amopgst the Bissenjber^, the people^ or the ehurch as it is 
ailed, 6^ the minister, and other ministers ordain him after he 
a&been elected ; and amongst the Wesley ans,' the Conference, 
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or fiome power deputed by the Conference, names and governfl 
all the ministers and preachers. Now, it must be clear to every 
one, that bishops, popular elections. Presbytery^ or Conference, 
are not the Holy Spirit ; and beyond this one need not posh 
the ii^qoiry, in order to be satisfied that all sects, from the 
stately church of England, down to the lowest denomination 
of dissent, are gone fiur astray from the order reo<mled in the 
New Testament. If the Scriptures, then, are to be our 
guide, we have already adyanoed far in the sdiution of the prob- 
lem before us ; and we have only to apply the statements in 
the New Testament to facts before our eyes, to assure us of the 
accuracy of our deductions. For instance, let us try the exist- 
ing church of Borne, by Paul's description of the church of 
Rome. Paul, in writing to the Bomans, says, ^'We, being 
many, are one bod^ in Christ, and eyery one members one of 
another, for we have different gifts — and there are amongst us 
prophets, ministers, teachers, eadiorters, rulers, helps, showers 
of mercy,.and others." (chap, zii.) But now all that can be 
said of the church of Bome is, that it is entirely clerical ; that 
the Spirit does not appoint to ministry, and that everything 
there is under the supreme control <^ the Pope. The church 
of Bome, therefore, has lost the order set forth in the Scrip- 
tures ; and so it is with otherii also ; for we do not find it writ- 
ten^ " He gave some bishops to rule dioceses ; or he gave rectors 
and curates for the ruling of parishes ; or he gave ordained 
ministers," &o. This is not stated, but something dissimilar in 
every respect ; 'the Protestants, therefore, as well as the church 
of Bome, have departed from the word of' God in their arrange- 
ments of ministry. 

Again : supposing, for argument's sake, that such a form of 
the church did exist as has been described in the twelfidi johapter 
of the first epistle to the Corinthian^—that there was no ^^ or- 
dained " ministry, no derical or oflSeial appointments, no. clergy- 
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men or " ministers " consecrated or chosen to act as function- 
aries for the people, but that all the people, ^thout any recog- 
nition of official distinction, met as a gathering of the saints, to 
* receive any " diversity of giflks*' which the Spirit might raise up 
amongst them ; that " wisdom,'^ " knowledge," " fiiith," were 
>exhibited here and there^ without man's 'direction, and wholly 
independent of it : and that the saints so gatheired had no idea 
of any other order : would nol such a church resemble a body in 
active and vigorous lifb ; every limb, every member, contributing, 
in proper proportion, to the life and activity of the whole body ? 
Now this is exactiy the similitude selected by theapostie Paul, 
to describe the church of the Corintiiians, " The body is not 
one member, but many. If the foot shall say, Because I am 
not the hand, I am not of the body ; is it therefore not of the 
body ? And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, f 
am not of the body ; is it therefore not of the body ? If tiie 
whole body were an eye, where were the hearing ? If the whole 
were hearing, where were the smelling ? But now hath God set 
the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased 
him. And if they were all one fi^emher^ where were the body ? But 
now are they many members, yet but one body. And the eye 
cannot say unto the hand, I hate no need of thee : nor again, 

the head to the feet, I have no need of you Now ye are 

the body of Christ, and members in particular." (1 Oor. zii.) 

- But let us ask, how can this portion of Scripture apply to 
the mass of Protestant denominations ? In those divii»ons of 
professing Christendom there is no body at all, if we ure to fol- 
low the apostle's illustration of tiie life and visibility of the 
church manifested in the acknowledged life of all the members. 
The apostie plamly.tells us, that ''if they were all one member 
there would be no body ;" and who is there that does not see in 
these words a condemnation of the clerical system, which pre- 
sents the body m the form of one member only— THE MINIS- 
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TER, tlie ordained, official^ and salaried minister, who, whether 
he be appointed to his office by a prelate or a popular election, 
supersedes all spiritual gift id the church ? In such a system as 
that, the taints* are reduced to silence, the body is dead, all the* 
members are inanimate, the ^^ honorable" or " feeble " are alike 
useless, and one individual is eye, moiith, ear, hand, and.foot^ . 
^^ The eye cannot say unto the band, I have no need of ihee ; 
nor again the head to the feet, I have no. need of thee." This 
is the illustration of the apostle ; but applying thb illustration 
to the customd of the sects, we see that with them one member 
says, '' I will be eye, hand, head, and foot : entrust all your 
functions to me, ye separate members, for I will be the life of 
the whole body." This is a figurative description of the fact 
presented to us by the ministry^ of the one man system, and in 
such a system the supremacy of the Spirit cannot be owned, nor 
can his distribution of gift '^ to every man according to his own 
will " have any placet Every thing that the apostle says on 
that subject is inapplicable to a church' government based on an 
ordained ministry. ^ - 

It is just possible that a person to whom these truths were 
new might seek to evade thei force of them by contending that 
'^ life " may be and is in the members of a Protestant church as 
it is ordinarily constituted, and that no one can be a believer 
without this life, which is a gift of th^ Holy .Si>irit, and recog- 
nized as such by the evidences of saving faith ; it is not, how- 
ever, of that life of which the apostle is speaking in this chap- 
ter ; he doei^ indeed lay down as a fundamental truth, that " no 
man can say that jTesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost " 
(ver. 3) ; but taking that as an acknowledged first principle in 
the church, atkd presuming that Qvory believer docs call Jesu» 
Lord by the Holy Ghost, Jie goes on to show how in addition to 
that spiritual" life of the regenerate there is given to them an- 
other power for the purpose of manifesting their corporate- 
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energy,. wHioh pQwer.is.die dMributioii of ^^ for mmiBtry by; 
the Holy Ghost : where there is that distribution, or at any rate 
where it is aoknowledged^ then, he saya, every member u in 
proper plaoe, and then it is that one member does not nsorp the 
fnnotioivi of alji the rest. 

Agnn, Panl says, ^ The body is not one mfember, bat many." 
(yer. 14.) Now, the sects practioally, though unintentionally, 
deny this ; and they ought, in keeping with their practices, to 
read the text thus : ^^ The body is one member, and iu^ many," 
foc.suohis th^ outward, figure of .the body w}uoh.l}iey.e^bit, 
But the apostle proceeds thus : " Now ye are the body of Christ, 
and members in particular. And God hath set some in the 
church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, 
diversities of tongues. Are all apQsiles ? are idl prophets ? are 
all teachers P^ &c. This is a full explanation df all he had 
previously urged, the proof of the life of the body is by the 
operations of th^ members, the operation is by the gifts distrib- 
uted ; an the members have not all these gifts, but all are in^ 
condition to receive any which the Spirit may impart ^ some 
may have one gift, pome nK>re, some none : teaching, helping, 
governing, may be separated or united, just as the Lord chooses ; 
but not one. word of this could be understood if we^were to sup- 
pose that one or two individpals acted offici^j and permuiently 
in lieu of the whole body of believers. Suppose, only, for argu- 
ment's sake, that, there was a ministry in the apostle's days, 
such as we see in these times, then would it be impossible to 
comprehend Paul's meaning ; but if on the ether hand we dis- 
miss the idea of a clerical order, and admit the truth that the 
whole body of believers mei for such ministry as the Spirit 
might please to apportion to them, dividing to eveij man sev- 
erally as lie chose, then we can understand all the argument of 
the apostle. 
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In the fourteenth chapter of the same epkile, Paul inciJent* 
ally lets ns know the result of the chureh-order as it existed in 
the days of ohedienoe. (Ver. 23-31), " If therefore the whole 
church he come together into one place, and all speak with 
tongues, and there eome in those that are unlearned, or unbe- 
lievers, will they not say that ye are mad ? But if all prophesy, 
and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he 
is oonyinced of all, he is judged of aU; How is it then, breth- 
ren ? when ye come together, eiTer^ one of you hath a psalm, 
hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an inter- 
pretation. Let all things be done unto edifying. If any man 
speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most 

by three, and that by course ; and let one interpret Let 

the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. If 
anything be revealed to another that sitteth by, lot the first hold 
his peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one^ that all may learn 
and all may be comforted." The meaning of this passage is 
evident : Paul supposes It to be possible that in the meetings 
of thiB churches aU the believers might be so injudicious as to 
use one ^ft which would be intelligible only to themselves, but 
wholly unintelligible to " the unlearned of unbelievers." (ver. 
23.) This possible mistake he corrects by recommending that 
only two or three should speak in an unknown tongue, but at 
the same time he mentions, with manifest approbation, the pos- 
sible fact of aU prophesying, nay, he plainly says, l^at ^ ^' all 
might prophesy one by one, that all might learn, and all be com- 
forted ;" and whilst he says this, he never alludes to the exist- 
ence of any official pastor, ordained minister, or clergymen in 
the Corinthian church ; his thoughts never go that way at all ; 
he does not, as is the custom now, address his^emarks as a mat- 
ter of course to " the minister," meaning thereby either the 
parish priest or the popularly -elected preacher, but he obviously 
directs his precepts to the whole Corinthian church as the min- 

5 



50 PRIESTHOOD AND CLKEOY 

istering body. He expects that gifts should be Tisible in the 
body J the gifts of knowledge, wisdom, faith, teaching, help, gov- 
ernment, evangelizing, and the rest ; and he expects that the 
appointment to those gifts must be by the Holy Spirit^ that - 
same Spirit by which, as he tells us in introducing the subject, 
every believer has been enabled to say that Jesus is the Lord. 
(1 Cor, xii. 3.) And indeed it is well wojrtby of observation 
that Paul, in writing to the Romans, Corinthians, Ephesians, 
Galatians, Thessalonians, Philippians, and Colossians, never 
directs his letters to '^ the minister," he never even names such 
an individual ; and this fact alone, if duly weighed, would go far 
to settle the question of an '' ordained ministry," wherever ther^ 
is a disposition implicitly to believe and obey the word of Ood. 

In concluding the precepts* concerning church-order to the 
Corinthians, Paul says, ^^ Let your women keep silence in the 
churches : .for it is not permitted unto THEM to speak." (xiv. 
34. ) Now, it would have been impossible for Paul to have 
written this sentence if he had been acquainted with the- phe- 
nomenon of a regular ordained ministry ; for taking his words 
either as they stand by themselves, ot in connection with the 
preceding matter, it is quite apparent that he supposes all the 
men in the Cprinthian church ^^M speak if. they luLd^recebred 
the gift, not that it was incumbent on them all so to do, but that 
any one was permitted if he had the gift. Women were the 
precluded class : there the line was drawn. Silence is enjoined 
to them, and to them only, and this most abundantiy proves 
that the whole church, with the exception of the women, was 
deemed in those days to be in a capacity '' to teach all and to 
oomfort all.* 

* " The Apostle Paul interdicts the female part of the church alone from 
publiplj speaking in the assemblies ; which makes it evident that no other 
exception existed to the imtrersiditj 6f this right among the OhilstianSk**— 
Neander, ' ' 
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Are we tben to follow tbe Scriptures in these matters ? Are 
we to test " churches," as they are willed, by the precepts and 
arrangements which we find in the Scriptures ? If so, let us 
*test " the churches" by these' sayings, andiet us see how with 
any intelligible meaning, the following words could be addressed 
to the meetings assembled for worship whether in church or 
chapel : — " Brethren, when ye come together, every one of you 
hath a psalm, hath a doctrine : to one* is given wisdom, to another 
knowledge, to another faith ; some of you are evangelists, some 
teachers, some pastors', somer rulers, some helps ; but all these 
worketh that one and the self-same Spirit, dividing to every one 
of you severally as he will ; for the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given to emry one to profit withal ; but let your women keep 
silence in the churches, for it is not permitted unto them to 
speak. As every man hath received the gift, even so minister 
the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God ; if any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God : 
if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth.''' * 

Here is a language of hieroglyphs _to the sects ; it relates to 
facts of which they have no cognizance, and to an order of things 
of which they have lost all remembrance ; and yet this is the 
language and these the records of the New Testament. 

There are, however, two other ' chapters in the New Testa- 
ment in which the subject is fully stated-. To the Romans Paul 
writes, " Through the grace given unto me, I say to every man 
that is among you, not to think of himself more high!y than he 
ought to think ; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith. For as we have many members 
in one body, and all members have not the same office : so we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one 
of another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace 
that is given to ns, whether prophecy, let us prophesy aecording 
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to the proportion of faith ; or ministry, let ns wmit on our minister* 
ing: or he that teacheth, on teaching ; or he that ezhorteth, on 
exhortation ; he that ^yeth, let him do it with simplicity ; he that 
mleth, with diligence ; he that showeth mercy, with cheerful- 
ness." (zii.) Here Paul enumerates some of the gifts : prophecy, 
ministry, teaching, exhorting, giving, ruling, showing mercy ; 
now whatever may be our opinion about the accurate meaning 
of all these gifts enmnerated, this is certain, that ministry, ex- 
hortation, teaching and ruling — ^four offices, which in these days 
are always assigned to one person, and which are always deemed 
to be the peculiar prerogatives or duties of '^ the minister'' — are 
declared by Paul to be gifta '^ differing according to the grace 
received," and distributable amongst many or all the mem- 
bers of the church, but by no means to one '' minister " or 
clergyman. Moreover, Paul's precepts and admonitions cannot 
the least be understood without perceiving this, for his remarks 
are to this effect : '^ Do not any of you in the church which is 
sojourning in Rome be elated with your gifts ; for if you have 
any gift, ministry, teaching, exhortation, prophecy, or power of 
government, understand that it is a donation of grace, a mani- 
festation of the Spirit dividing to every man severally as he will. 
You are but members of one body ; the members have each 
their proper office assigned to them, and when each member 
performs its functions, the whole body is in harmonious imd 
healthy vitality." 

This being the same subject as that which Paul handles in 
his epistle to the Corinthians, it is interesting to notice that on 
both occasions he enforces his thoughts by a similar illustration 
— ^that the subject, as it were of necessity, leads him to refer to 
the bodyjand the members for an intelligible and convincing 
simiUtude. Again, in his epistle to the £phesians, wo find the 
same statements: ^' There is one body, and one Spirit. . . . But 
unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of 
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tbe gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, when he -ascended up on 

high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts nnto men 

And he gave some, apostles ; and Sjome, pfophets ; . . . . and 
some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ : till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 

measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ, 'that we 

may grow up into him in all things, which is the head,^ven 
Christ; from whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love." (iv. 4-16.) 

In this portion then of the Scripture we have again the same 
subject and the same illustration — the Spirit divides to all as he 
chooses — or the church is in a capacity to receive any gifts— 
any believer may help in service in the church, or perbaps all 
may help. This is the body, ^nd this the oase.of the mem- 
bers. Moreover, it deserves particular attention that '^ the 
growing up into the perfect man," and '' the increase of the 
body," is presumed by Paul to be both possible and probable 
when Ood^s order prevails. He brings forward these things to 
show the end and object of such an arrangement ; if, therefore, 
we find professing Christians deliberately rejecting God's order, 
and setting up a ministry of the flesh instead, can we be sur- 
prised if there is not visible amongst them any ^' growing up 
into a perfect man," and that ^' the increase of the body unto 
the edifying of itsetf in love," is a mystery with which they are 
practically unacquainted ? 

And now, then, compare aU this doctrine of Scripture with 
the practices every where prevalent. In these days we hear 
clergymen asserting that they hold an office which makes them a 
class distinct from the body of believers ; that they by their 

6* 
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ordination hate thB ezelosive prerogative of evangelist, pastor, 
t&chcr, and ruler amongst the saints, and that '^ the laity " can- 
not, without gr^at irregularity, nay, not without sin, interfere in 
functions set apart for the clerical order. In church and chapel 
we hear this either openly asserted or tacitly implied, according 
to the degree of clerical feeing which prevaild with those who 
hold ecclesiastical office ; but wherever we see a clerical order 
do we HDt at the same time see a practical oontra'diotion of the 
scriptural constitution of ministry ? How can a ministry of the 
flesh agree with a ministry distributed by the Spirit ? How can 
an ordained clerical caste comport with the free exercise of gift 
acknowledged in the whole body of believers ? We must, there- 
fore, come to no other conclusion than that ^' the churches " of 
our days do not represent the divine order in their ministerial 
appointments. The origin and history of this great perversion 
we need not now examine ; of the fact of a perversion — of an 
apostasy — there can be no doubt at all in the minds of those 
who are resolved to be guided in this inquiry by the Scriptures 
rather than by tradition. 

Here then is a formidable array of Scripture authority to 
establish th^ truths for which we plead : but what is the usual 
reply to so much and such serious evidence ? Generally, an ex- 
clamation of amazement that we can propound anything so 
strange as that there is '^ no ministry, and no ordination to min- 
btry in the New Testament!" It behoves us therefore to be 
still more explicit, that we may show both what Scripture does 
and does not teach on the subject — ^that we may prove our point 
both negatively and positively. Here, then, let it be remem- 
bered, that we are not to be deceived by the use of words di« 
verted from their proper meaning, and conveying with them the 
ideas of tradition and not of the Scriptures ; for there is ^' min- 
istry" in the New Testi^neirt, and abundantly set forth too 
there, far more abundantly than we • are^ for the most part, pre- 
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• 

pared to receive ; bat it has no reference to the idea of ministry 
handed down to us by. tradition : it is therefore important again 
to state tbe traditional, before we farther make manifest the 
scriptnral idea* The ministry of professing Christendom, then, 
has a referenoe to a body of men set apart by the sacerdotal 
ceremony firoui the body of belieyers, and ordained into an office 
in which they haye exolasive right to preach, teach, feed) and 
tend, the flock, and " administer the sacraments." We have 
then farther to inquire if the ministry of soriptore answers to 
this traditionary representation of it. 

§ 8. Ex^icaMon of Scriptunxl Terms relative to 
Ministry. 

In the New Testament ^^ ministry," except when predicated 
of Christ himself, Rom. zv. 8, Matt. xx. 28, Heb. viii. 6, is 
used to denote any service of the saints to God and to his Churchy 
though in our English translation the meaning of the term is 
occasionally weakened or perverted. The English word " min- 
istry" occurs in the New Testament eighteen times, in all 
which instances, except two, it is a translation of the Greek word 
Biaxovuty diakama. In the following passages ministry is given 
as the translation of xci^ovpyta, ^'^oitr^, otherwise rendered 
service : — ^^ But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry 
{leitaurgid)^ by how much also he is the mediator of a better 
covenant.'* (Heb. viii. 6.) "Moreover, be sprinkled likewiBe 
with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry 
{leitaurgia),^^ (ix. 21.) These two instances are the only excep- 
tions. There are, however,' several instances in which duixoyea, 
diakoniay is translated by some other word than " ministry ;" and 
this fact may at once enable us to understand how much confusion 
of thought may be introduced by a capricious translation, inflo. 
euoed by clerical notions. But in order to present the whole 
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subject in its clearest light it will doubtless be expedient to array 
before the reader the entire list of passages where the original 
terms for to minister ^ ministry^ &o., occur in the New Testaiment, 
as the actual usage will eyince. that nearly all the advantage 
gained by the clerical theory is due to a subtle process of teck^ 
nicalizing terms Which were intended to bear no other than their 
ordinary import. This process has been somewhat largely ap- 
plied by ecclesiastical and Other dignitaries in the interpre- 
tation of holy writ, but in no case perhaps more glaringly than 
in regard to the words which we are now about to consider. 

§ 4. itaxovBUj diakoneo. 

The verb ^MxwttAy diakaneo^ to serve^ to minister^ occurs thirty- 
seven times, in twenty-three of which it is rendered by minister j 
in ten by serve^ in two by administer ^ ai^ id, two by using the 
office of a deacon. 

Matt. iv. 11. ^'Angels came luid ministered unto (diekonoun) 
him." 

Matt. viiL 15. ^' She arose and mtTiistered unto {diekonei) them." 

Matt. zz. 28. ^' Even as the Son of Man came not to be minis- 
tered unto {diakonethenai)^ but to minister {diakontsai)^ and 
give his life," &c. So ako Mark z. 45. 

Matt. zzv. 44. ^^ When saw we thee in prison and did not min- 
ister unto (diekonesamen) thee ?" 

Matt. zzvu. 55. ^' And many women were there, which followed 
Jesus from GtsXilee^ ministering unto {diakonousai) him." 

Mark i. 13. ^' And the angels ministered unto {diekotloun) him." 

" 31. " The fever left her and she ministered unto {dieko^ 
' nd) them." Luke iv. 39. 

Mark zv. 41. ^^ Who also followed him and ministered unto 
(diekonoun) him." 
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Luke viil 3. '^ And many others which mnistered unto {diekff- 
noun) him of their substance." 

Luke z. 40. ^' My sister hath left me to serve {diakondn) alone." 

^' zii. 37. ^^ And wiU oome forth and serve (diakonesei) 



Luke zvii. 6. '< Make teady wherewith I may sap, and gird thy- 
self, and serve {diakonti} me." 

Luke xxii. 26. <<He that is ehief^ as he that doth serve (diako-- 
nd«)." 

Luke xxii. 27. ^^ Whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or 
he that serveth {diakondn) .^^ 

Luke xxii. 27. '' I am among yon as he that serveth {diako^ 
nan)^ 

John xii. 2. ^^ There they made him a sapper, and Martha 
served (dUkanei).^^ 

John xii. 26. ^' If any mail serve (diokoni) me, let him follow 
me." 

John xii. 26. ^^ If any man serve (diokoni) me, him will my Fa- 
ther honor." 

Acts vi. 2. ^^ It is not reason that we should have the Word of 
Ood and serve {diakonein) tables." 

Acts xix. 22. *' Two of them that ministered unto (diekonoun) 
him." 

Bom. TV, 25. " Bat now I go onto Jerusalem to minister {dia^ 
konOn) onto the saints." 

2 Cor. iii. 3. ^^ Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared, to be 
the epistle. of Christ, ministered (diakonetheisa) by us." 

2 Cor. viii. 19. '^ To travel with us with this grace, which is ad-' 
mimstered {diakonoumena) by us to the glory of the same 
Lord." 

2 Cor. Tiii. 19. " Which is administered {diakonownena) by us." 

1 Tim. iii. 10. " Let them first be proved ; then let them use the 
offia of a deacon idiakoneitoscm)^ being found blameless." 
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1 Tim. iii. 13. '^ For they that have used the office of a deacon 
{diaJconesantes)j will," &o. 

In the two preceding texts a new phase will be seen to be 
given to the rendering of the original word. Influenced per- 
haps by the soand our translators have turned the term into the 
" exercise of the deacon's office," which they could readily do 
where it would especially suit their purpose. But tipon the 
deaeomhip we shall dwell mOre at length OA a subsequent page. 

2 Tim. i. 18. ^^ And in how iQany things he ministered unto 
(diekonesen) me at Ephesufl." 

Phil. 13. '^ That in thy stead he might have ministered wnio me 
{diakone) in the bonds of the Gospel." 

Heb. vi. 10. ^^ In that ye have ministered unto (diakonsamtes) 
the saints and do minister (diakonountes),^^ 

1 Pet; i 12. " That unto us they did minister {diekonoun) the 
things -which are now reported," &c. 

1 Pet iv. 10. ^^ Even so minister (diakonowates) thQ same one to 
another ;" i. e. be mutuaUy serviceable one to another. 

This text implies not only a general liberty of ministry, but 
according to the management of the translators in other pas- 
sages, might be made to represent all believers as ^^ ministers," 
which indeed is the meaning of the text when ministry is 
rightly understood ; but it is not a ministry of ^^ Gospel preach- 
ing." 

1 Pet. iv. 11. "If any man minister (diakond) let him do it," 
&c. 

§ 5. Biaxovia^ diokonia. 

Luke X. 40. " But Martha was cumbered about much serving 
(diakonia)y 

Acts i. 17. " Had obtained part of this mUdstry {diakonia).^^ 
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Acts i 25. " That he may take part oif this ministry, {dia- 

Ministry here ia service^ service to God and his church, not a 
clerical or episcopal office, as it is to be feared the translators 
wished the readers to understand it, if We may judge by their 
unwarrantable rendering of the word ^' bishoprick " in the 20th . 
verse of that chapter. 

Acts vi. 1. ^' Were neglected m the daily ministration (diako" 

Acts vi. 4, " May give ourselves to prayer and to the ministry 
{diahmia) of the Word.'» 

In the general serviot to be rendered by all the members to 
the church, that of expounding and applying the Scriptures 
doubtless devolved more especially upon the apostles. So at 
the present day, those whose attainments and tastes lead them 
in that direction iare thereby called to the discharge oi the same 
function, not upon ceremonial but upon moral grounds. 

Acts zi. 29. ^' Then the disciples determined to send relief {dia^ 
konia) unto the brethren which dwelt in Judea.'^ 

Acts xii. 25. " And Barnabas and Saul^ returned from Jerusa- 
lem when they had fulfilled their ministry {diakxmia)^'* i; e. 
had administered the relief s^^oken of in the preceding passage. 

Acts XX. 24. '" So. that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry (diakonia) which I have received from the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God." 

This was the general service to whicH Paul was called, and 
every man who has an experimental knowledge of the gospel is 
called also to ^^ testify" of that gospel to his fbllow-men, though 
the circumstances of his ministry or service may not be the same 
with those of Paul. 

Acts xxi 19. ^' And when he had siduted them, he declared 
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particularly what things God had wroaght among the Gentiles 
by his mirdstry (diakonia) y*^ i. e. by his iTutrumental service. 

Bom. xi. 13. " Inasmuch as t am an apostle of the Gentiles, I 
magnify mine office {diakonia) ," i. e. my service. 

Kom. xii. 7* " Or ministry (diakonia)^ let ns wait on our mims- 
teririg (diakonia) ; or he that teacheth, on teaching.'^ 

Whatever is here implied bj ministry y ministering^ it is evi- 
dently something not precisely identical with ieachivgy as they 
are clearly distingaished. With the popolar ideas of the miids^ 
try^ this distinction would not be apt to have been made. 

Rom. XV. 31. " That my service (diakania) which 1 have for 
Jerusalem may be accepted of me saints ;" L e. the contribvr' 
tion of which I am made the bearer. 

1 Cor. xii. 7. <^ And there are diflbrenoes of admimstrationi 
{diakcm&n)y but the same Lord." 

1 Cor. xvi. 15. ^^ And that they Have addicted themselyes to the 
ministry {diakoma) of the saints ; L e. to the «emce of the 
saints." 

2 Cor. iii. 7. '^ If the mifiistra;tion (diakonia) of death, writ- 
ten," &c. 

2 Cor, iii. 8. " How shall not the ministration (diakonia) of 
the Spirit be much more glorious ?" 

2 Cor. iii. 9. ^^ For if the ministration (diakonia) of condem- 
nation be glory, much more doth the miTdstration (diakonia) 
of righteousness exceed in glory." 

Ministration or ministry as used in this connection seems to 
be equivalent to economy or dispensation. 

2 Cor. iv. 1. '^ Therefore seeing we have obtained Uus minh- 
try (diakonia)^ as we have obtained mercy, we faint not ;" i. e; 
seeing we are called to act in connection with the general 
system of service before spoken of, 

2 Cor. V. 18. ^^ And hath given to us the ministry (diakoma) 
of reconcilifttioB." 
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2 Cor. yi. 3. *^ Giving no offence in any thing]| that the mifds^ 
try {diakofUa) be not blamed. 

2 Cor. viil 4. " Praying ns with mneh entreaty, that we would 
reeeiye the gift, and take upon na the fellowship of mifditer' 
ing {diakonia) to the aaints;^? L e. affixing them r^ief. 

2 Cor, ix. 1. "Tonching the mimtmng {diakoma) to the 
saints ;" i. e. as above, ministering to their temporal wants. 

2 Cor. iz; 12. ^< For the administraium of thu service (diaktmia 
. ta kUaurgias tautes) not OQly supplieth the wants of the 
saints," &o. 

2 Cor, iz. 13. ^^ While by the experiment of this mmstraiion 
(diakonia) they glorify God." 

2 Cor. zi. 8. ^< I robbed other churches taking wages of them to 
do you serrnce {diakonia) y^^ Ht. for ministering to you. 

Eph. iv. 11, 12. *^ And he gave some apostles, and some pro- 
phets, and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers ; 
for the perfecting of Uie saints, for the work of the ministry 
(diakonia) y for ike edifying of the body of Christ. 

Prior to a close inspection of this passage iB the original we were 
not aware how hx short the present rendermg comes of exhibit- 
ing the true jBense of the sacred writer. That rendering, it will 
be observed,*presents three dislanct danses, divided by commas, 
embracing what the English r«Mier would take to be three sep- 
arate, bat dosdy related, oses to be accomplished by the <fivine 
donation of ^' apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teach- 
ers " to the church— the first, ^< the perfecting of the saints," 
the second, << the work of the ministry," the third, << the edify- 
ing of the body of Christ." This, however, is nd sustained by 
the original. In no edition with ^hich we hifve met of the 
Greek text is there a comma inserted be^w^n the first und 
second clfiuses. Moreover, the preposition " for " before " per- 
fecting" is not the same with that before ** work of the minis- 
try," and before " edifying the body." In the one case it is 

6 



ra PBIB8TH00D AND OLEBGT 

Hpofy pro9^ and in the other, tisj eis. In view then of the punc- 
tuation and the phrasing of the original, no other rendering is 
legitimate than the following, or one equivalent to it : ^* for the 
perfecting of the saints unto the' work of ministry, unto the edify- 
ing of the body of Christ." The original for '^ of the minbtry " 
is simply BMxwiafy diahmias^ of ministry^ without the article, 
and not ttj^ huxxwui^of the ministry^ with the article. What 
more obvious than that the ministry here spoken of is a minis- 
try.pertaining to all the saints, and not the technical or clerical 
ministry which has been so generally understood by it ? Christ 
gave these various officers to the church for the express purpose 
of better qualifying all his saints to perform that service or min- 
istry which should help to build up the whole body into the ful- 
ness and completeness of the divine life. 

Col. iv. 17. ^^ Say to Archippus, Take heed to the mifdstry 
{diakoma) which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou 
fulfil it." 

Had diakofda been here translated '^ service " it would have 
far more fedthfiilly expressed the meaning of the original, and 
would at the same time have put the eztingiusher on many a 
bright fiash of pulpit eloquence, which this text has elicited, 
when it suited the preachers to deliver orations on the '^ minis- 
terial office." Archippus had been known as one in servi€$Ui 
the Lord and to his people ; what that service was, we cannot 
now say, but it does not at all appear that it was preaching the 
Oospel, or the exercise of the pastoral office. Archippus might 
have had no gift for teaching or preaching ; he might have had 
no gift for government. What his gift was it is impossible for 
us now to determine ; only this is apparent, that the service for 
which he was known, he had ^' received in the Lord ;" but such 
is the force of the customary notions, that his ^' ministry " is 
generally supposed to have been an official pastorate, so that 
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ministers of the e8tabl]9liinent daim Arohippiui as one of their 
clergy, while others, with equal oonfidenoe, tell ns that he was a 
minister of a congregational church. 

1 Tim. i. 12. << For that he acooonted me fititfafnl, putting me 
into the ministry {eU diakonian) ;" lit. appoitUing me to ter^ 
ticcy the article being wanting in the original. 

2. TiuL iv. 5. <^ Make fall proof of thy mmstry {diakonia) ;" 
lit. fulfil thy service. 

By ^' ministry '' here is to bd understood not the clerical 
function, but the whole servia of Timothy's redeemed life, as 
purchased by a price to be a servant of Christ his Lord. What 
sort of service that is, we may learn by reference to the words of 
Paul respecting himself: ^^ I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the futh." This is the diako' 
nia which is so often in his thou^ts and so much upon his pen. 
Any service and all service is " ministry " in the New Testa- 
ment diction* 

2 Tim. iv. 11. << Take Mark, and bring him with thee ; for he 
is profitable to me for the ministry (eis diakonian) ;" lit. he 
is profitable to me ttnto servicej L e. to serving or mmistering 
to jny necessities. 

Heb. i. 14. ^'Are they not all ministering {leiiourgika) spirits 
sent forth to minister (eis diakonian) for them that shall be 
heirs of salvation ?" lit sent forth /(?r service. 

Bev. iL 19. ^^ I know thy works, and charity, and sarvice {dia^ 
konia).^* 



§ 6. itaxoifos^ diahmas. 

Matt. zz. 26. '^ Whosoever wiU.be great among you, let him be 
your minister {diakonos),'*'* Comp. Mark z. 43. 

Matt. zzii. 13. <^ Then said the king to the servants (diakonois)^ 
Bind him hand and foot." 
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Matt. xxiiL 11. '^ He that is greatest among you shall be jonr 
servard {diakonos)^ 

Mark ix. 35. ^^ If any man desire to be first, the same shall be 
last of all, and servant {diakonos) of aU.^' 

John ii. 5. ^^ His mother saith nnto the tervanU {diaionois).^^ 

John ii ix. ^^ But the serva/ois (diakanoi) which drew the water 
knew." 

John zil 26. ^^ Where I am, there shall also my servant {dior- 
konos) be." 

Rom. ziii. 4. ^ For he is the minister (diakonos) of God to thee 
for good." This is spoken of the civil magistrate. 

Rom. xiii. 4. ^f For he is the minister (diakonos) of God, a 
revenger," &o. 

Rom. XV. 8. ^' Now I say that Jesns Christ was a wimi^er {dia- 
konos) of the circumcision for the tmth of God. I' 

Rom. xvi. 1. ^^ I commend nnto yon Phebe our sister, which is 
a servant {diahmos) of the church which is at Genchrea." 

1 Cor. iii. 5. '^ Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ffdn^ 
isters {diakorioi) by whom ye believed .^" 

2 Cor. iii. 6. ^^ Who hath also made us able mnisters {diako^ 
nous) of the New Testament." 

2 Cor. vi. 4. ^^ But in all things approving ourselves as ministers 
{diakonoi) of God j" L e. i»servafUs, 

2 Cor. xi. 15. ^^ It is no great thing if his ministers (diakoned) 
also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness ;" L e. 
his servants, 

2 Cor. xi. 23. ^^ Are they minisiers (diakonoi) of Christ ? I am 
more." 

Gal. ii. 17. "Is therefore Christ the mimster (diakonos) of 
sin?"» 

Eph. iii. 7. " Whereof I was made a minister {diakonos) accord- 
ing to the gift," &o. 

Eph. vL 21. " But that ye also may know my affairs, and how 
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I do, Tyohicns, a beloved brotber and faithful minisier {dia^ 
konos) in the Lord shall make known." 

Phil. i. U '^ To all the sSaints in Christ Jesns which are at Phil- 
ippic with the bishops and deacons (diakonais).^^ 

Col. i. 7. '^ Ab ye also learned of Epaphras, onf dear fellow- 
servant who is for you a faithful mimster {diakonos) of 
Christ." Comp. ch. iv. 7. 

Col. i. 23. " Whereof I Paul am made a minisUr (diakonos).^* 
So also V. 25. 

1 Thes. iii. 2. ^ And sent Timotheus, our brother and minister 
(diakonos) of God." 

1 Tim. iii. 8. " Likewise must the deticons {diakonous) be 
grave," &e. 

1 Tim. iii. 12. ''Let the decbcons {diakonai) be thie husbands of 
one wife." 

1 Tim. iv. 6. '' If thou put the brethren in remembrance of 
these things, thou shalt be a good mimster (diakonos) of Jesus 
Christ." 

These are very important instances of the usage of the word, 
as it is in fact a description of all Christ's deacons, ministers, or 
servants. Any one that serves Christ is his diakonos^ '' Jesus 
Christ was a diakonos of the cireumoision for the truth of God." 
(Rom. XV. 8.) "I commend unto you Phebe, our sister, 
which is a diakonos of the church at Cenchrea." Even Bloom- 
field, who seldom fails, wherever an opportunity occurs, to give 
a high church interpretation, says npon Bom. ziL 6, '' The 
words diokonosj diakonein^ and diakoniaj though general terms 
and used of the apostles thei^selves, are often, in the New Te9- 
tahient, used of some certain specific office undertaken in the 
cause of the Christian church, and exercised by those Christians 
who did not so much employ themselves in explaining the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, as in managing the external and temporal 
affiurs of the church and of individuals." This is a creditable 

6* 
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oonoession from a member of that church which so emphatically 
teaches that deacon {diakanos) is the title of one of the orders of 
the teaching priesthood. But it is one of the accumulated and 
irresistible testimonies that the general import of the term, in all 
its branches, ^a^service — service of whatever kind — ]a brought which 
ioto requisition in building up the Lord's church on earth. But 
upon the usage of this term and of the office of deacon we shall 
haye more to say shortly. 

In view of the ample array of passages now adduced is not 
the conclusion £ELir and unimpeachable that '^ minister " never, in 
one single in^ta/nce in the New Testcment, means a clerical func- 
tionary ; that " ministry^^ has the meaning of service in every in- 
stance where it is expressive of the actions of Christians ; and that 
it freqiuntly refers to the service of all the saints to one another. 
This is our firm and unshaken conviction, and consequently we 
hold that the entire clerical system which has so long obtained 
in the Gliristian churcK has been, as we have before remarked, 
the result of a process of technicalizing the import of certain 
terms which were designed to be taken in their more native, or^ 
dinary, or every-day sense. It is easy to see how the operation 
of certJEun inbred principles in our fallen nature should have led, 
by the aid of pliant translations, to the conversion, for instance, 
of the ori^al.word for ^rvant into that of minister as imply- 
ing ecclesiastical rule, and of the simple word overseer to that of 
bishop J and so of a multitude of others, that have been made the 
ground-work of a pernicious system of hierarchy. 



I 7. The office of D^Mt^con, 

But in order to make the general subject yet plainer we must 
clear up some mistakes that have accumulated round the word 
ficaxovof, and which, in the English Bible, appears as ^^ minister," 
'' servant," or " deacon/' as it suitedthe object of the traoelar 
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tors to render it Let it then be remembered that the transla- 
tors had a double task to perform, not only to give an English 
version of the Scriptures, but so to manage that version as not 
to disturb the ecclesiastical order of their own communion. 
That this necessary caution was part of their task, we know by 
historical record ; for King James expressly commanded them 
not to change ^^ the old ecclesiastical words ;" and in their pre* 
face, attached to the larger Bibles, they thus express them- 
selves : ^' We have avoided the scrupulosity of the Puritans, 
who leave the old ecclesiastical words and betake themselves to 
others." The effect of this caution is most conspicuous in their 
management of the words M bishop, oTcrseer, deacon, minister, 
churchy" &c., &o. ; but at present we have to investigate their 
management of the words ^^ ministry, minister, service, servant, 
deacon ;" a management which with -them was almost a neces- 
sity, as in the preface ^' to the form and manner of making, or- 
daining, and consecrating bishops, priests and deacons," pub- 
lished in the larger prayer-books, we find this to be the first 
sentence, ^^ It is evident unto all men, diligentkf reading Holy 
Scripture and ancient author Sy that, from the apostles' time, 
there have been these order$ of ministers inXlhrist's church ; 
bishops, priests, and deacons." Here is an appeal to Scripture, 
together with ^' ancient authors," for the. validity of the three 
orders of the Established Church: we may, therefor^, conjec- 
ture how tenderly the clerical translators would handle the text, 
when it presented di£Bioulties in the way of their ecclesiastical 
system. 

JDiakonoSy Btaiewfosy a word employed thirty times in the New 
Testament, haa never once in the original the teehnioal and ofEi- 
cial meaning of either a deacon or a minister. The diakonos of 
the New Testament is a person who jn atiy way is serving God, 
when the. word is used in reference to the Church of God : in 
two instaiices it is applied to express an ordinary domestic 
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servant. '^His mother said unto ike servarUs — the servants 
which drew the water." (John ii. 5, 9.) In Bom. xiii. 4, the 
ruler or magistrate is called *^ a servant of God to the church 
for good.'* 

The passages now adduced will be sufficient to show Uiat the 
diakonos of the Greek text is a word generally expressive of ser^ 
vicey and that to translate it deacon or minister in one passage, 
whilst in another it is rendered servant ^ is not to represent the 
true meaning of the original, but rather the ecclesiastical pre- 
judices of the translator. And, in fact, the word ^^ deacon," 
and '^ the office of deacon," though making a conspicuous figure 
in the English Bible, have no existence in the original. This we 
shall soon establish. The origin of the deacon's office is gener- 
ally traced to the transaction recorded in the sixth chapter of 
the Acts' of the ApostUs, where the whole church at Jerusa- 
lem, by the advice of the apostles, selected seven men " full 
of the Holy Ghost and wisdom " to superintend the service of 
the tables, and to silence the murmurings of some, who thought 
that ^^ their widows were neglected in the daily ministration." 
The church chose seven holy men for this duty ; and when they 
were chosen, the apostles prayed and laid their hands on them. 
But no mention is here made that these persons were called dea- 
cons ; nor in any other pkce of the New Testament is this 
asserted: and we maybe certain, that if this were indeed the 
origination of the deacon's office, the office must have ceased 
even before the death of some of the apostles ; for as it had 
reference to peculiar local circumstaaees, namely, the common 
table of did saints at Jerusalem, and as we see no such peculiar 
circumstances in any of the other churches, so must it have 
ceased when the necessity ceased to which it owed its existence. 
This is discoverable by a close attention to the text, which firom 
the original is to be thus read — '^ Look out among you seven men 
>f honest report, whom we will appoint for this necessity,^^ In the 
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EngUsh Bible we read it ^ this business," but the word is xp^Wf 
chreia^ which though itooonrs upwards of forty tknes in the New 
Testament, is in every instance but this nniformly rendered 
" need" or " neoesfflty " Now the difference in the translation 
is important ; let it stand " oyer this business," and it leaves 
a general impression that " the deacons" were appointed to 
take care of the poor in the church , but translate it correctly, 
'' for this necessity" and then it appears that it was a peculiar 
exigency — that the service of Utie common table at Jerusalem 
required peculiar attention and care ; and that for that necessity, 
and in order to prevent a spirit of discontent arising amongst the 
miiltitude of believers, they thought it expedient to choose seven 
approved brethren, to whose wiisdom and grace they might leave 
all the^ arrangement and ordering of a very onerous duty. 

There are, indeed, some who, perceiving that the Seven were 
appointed for a peculiar purpose, and that consequently their 
special duties must have ceased with the special circumstances 
which cidled them forth, nevertheless contend that the general 
duty of distribution may well be attributed to the Seven, and 
that where the general duty existed any where also, we may con- 
jeciurR that an office similar to that of the Seven would be 
created elsewhere. But to this we reply, that ^dlowing ^' distribu- 
tion " to be,, as it certainly is, a permanent duty in the. churchy 
requiring much grace, yet it is wholly begging the question to 
^^ coigecture " that ^'^ dea;cons ?' were . appointed ^^ distributors " 
in other churches, or even in the church at Jerusalem ; on the 
contrary, the proof is all the other way, that " the general duty 
of distribution " was not considered the special province of th^ 
Seven, for in Acts xi. 29, 30, we are told that " the disciples at 
Antioch, every man according to: his ability, determined to send 
relief (or servicey diakoiii^n) unto the brethren which dwelt in 
Jiidea, which also they did, and sent it to the Elders by the 
hands of Barnabas and 3«ol*". , .•.}^ And Barnabas and Saul 
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returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their service 
(diakonian).'*^ (xii. 25.) Now the collection here made (and 
doubtless that also referred to in Rom. xv. 26), was not sent to 
the Seven, the supposed distributors or bursars-general of the 
church, but to the dders ; and it is moreover apparent from Acts 
XV. 2, 22, 23, that , the elders are distinct from the apostles ; 
from which we conclude that the service of tables was the min- 
istry of the Seven, bat that the general ministry of distribution 
fell rather within the province of the elders. « 

In what other place' then in the New Testament shall we find 
" the deacon " and his " office .?" In Paul's Epistle t9 Timothy, 
our translators have given it a being: "the deacons, must be 
grave;" let "the deacons' be the husbands of one wife" (1 
Tim. iii.) ; and still more eonspicuoufily, ** let them be proved, 
and then let them use the office of a deaeonj being found blame- 
less." (ver. 10.) But, as in the first instances, " the deacon " 
should be ^f the servant,"* or, if you will, " the ministeir," tak« 
ing care that no clerical meaning is attached to the Wprd ; so in 
this instance " the office of a deacon "is wholly imaginary : in 
the original ^t is, ^^ let them servCy or he ih service {^taxovtituow).^* 
Again, verse 13, "They that have* used the office of a deacon 
.well purchased to themselves a good degree," read thus, " They 
that have s&ved well (o* xavog Biaxtm^aoAftti) seciire to them- 
selves a good step." So that the only passage in the New Tes- 
^ment where we find " the office of a deacon," wholly fails to 
support it ; and the two pompous nouns substantive ^' the office 
of a deacon,*' when examined by the original, turn out to be 
phantoms of the tn^nslators, introduced into the text tq take the 
place of a verb expressing quite another thought ! 

But this may be put still clearer, for a few yerses further on 
the translators have indeed found the word diakoTtot^ but there 
they boldly give it a new meaning, " If thou put the brethren 
m remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good miTdster 
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of JestLS Christ." (iv. 6.*) Why then is the word in this verse 
not translated ^^ deacon^" when it had twice hefore h^en so pre- 
sented to us ? Apparently for this reason, that as Timothy is, 
by the Episcopalians, pronounced to be " Bishop of Ephesus " 
(yea, by some of them declared " Primate of all Asia") — ^his 
prelatic dignities would' have disappeared if he had been called 
a '' deacon " by the apostle Paul. W^e see then that the deacon 
is an arbitrary creation of ecclesiastical prejudice ; that the 
original word means simply any servant of the Lord for the 
church ; and that the translators introduce or keep back the 
official ** deacon " as it happens to suit their^purpose. If " they 
who serve well " (1 Tim. iii. 13), are " deacons," then assuredly 
was Timothy himself a deacon (iv. 16) ; but if he was not a 
deacon, but only a servant of the Lord in the church, then 
" they who served well" were not official deacons, but servants 
of the Lord in the church as was also l^mothy. In 1 Thess. 
iii. 2, Timothy is again mentioned as digJconos, 

. We need not, after this, tarry long .to pass judgment on the 
mistakes of the traditional school on this subject. In the 
Church of England, in the ordination of deacons the bishop is 
made to say, that '^ it appeitaineth to the office of a deacon to 
assist the priest in divine service, specially when he ministereth. 
the holy communion ; to read the Scriptures and Homilies in the 
church, to teach children the church catechism, to baptize in- 
fants, in the absence of the priest^ to preach, if licensed so to do - 
by the bishop, and to point out the poor and sick of the parish 
to the curate, in order that the curate may exhort ^his parish- 
ioners to relieve them !" And all this we are gravely told is 
the office of the deacon^ as appointed by the apostles, and re- 
• corded in the sixth chapter of Acts ! 

Congregationalists, who can discern dearly enough the errors 
of the Episcopalians on this question, have nevertheless them- 
selves gone all astray in their endeavors to realize '^ the*deacon's 
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office." They are not indeed agreed amongst themselves whe- 
ther '' the deacon's office "is to be traced to the sixth chapter 
of Acts ; hut they pretty generally affirm that the care of the 
poor is the proper duty of this officer. ^' I affirm," says the au- 
thor of the Church Member^s Guids^ << that the table of the 
poor is the deacon's appropriate and exclusiye duty. What- 
ever is conjoined with this is txtra-^iakonal wrne^^ and vested 
in the individual merely for the sake of utility." — ( Church Men" 
herU Guidcj p. 130.) " Utility" then has with them virtually 
changed the office ; for the same writer fiirther says, ^^ all the 
temporal affiiix» of the church should be confided to the deacons { 
their accounts ought to be annually laid before the subscribing 
members of the church, and to receive their approbation " — 

^* the deacons, from their being officers in the church, will 

be considered by every wise and prudent miruster as his privy 
council in his spiritual government, and should always be ready 
to afford him, in a modest, respectful, and unobtrusive manner, 
their advice,". 

This last sentence could scarcely be put into Scripture lan- 
guage ; for in making the attempt we should thus read it : ^* The 
diahonoij from their being officers in the church, .... will be 
considered by every wise and prudent diakonos^ &o." Tradition 
has separated the deacon and the minister, but in the New Tes- 
tament they are one and the same word ; and indeed so fully 
does diakonia mean any service in the church, that it is used in^ 
the Scripture as a synonyme also for ^^ the office of a bishop,^' 
as the English translators have fallaciously rendered iirtifxajtij. 
Compare Acts i. 17 with verse 20 of the same chapter. • 

By this examination of Scripture we are now coming to day- 
light where much darkniBss had been allowed to settle, and we 
are beginning to ascertain that ''ministry" ia all manner of ser- 
vice in the spiritual government of the church of God ; that 
^' ministers " and '' deacons'" are simply servants ; and that any 
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believer, man or woman, who serves the Lord and his people, is 
a deacon or iriinister. 

Paul was, in this sense, a deacon, minister, or servant (2 Cor. 
xi. 23 ; Eph. iii. 7 ; Col. i. 23.) Timothy, in this sense, was a 
deacon. (1 Tbess. iii. 2 ; 1 Tim, iv. 6.) Phebe was a deacon. 
(Rom. xvi. 1.) Apollos was a deacon. (1 Cor. iii. 5.) Tychi- 
cus was a deaoon. (Eph. vi. 21.) All those who were in ser- 
vice to the Lord in the chnrch at Philippi were deacons. (Phil, 
i. 1.) And indeed if we may imitate the translators of the 
English Bible, an4 coin " the deacon's office " out of the verb 
diakoneoy then *' all believers that have received the gift are to 
exercise the deacon's office one to^ another ;" a.nd Paul tells us 
there are diversities of deacon's offices (1 Cor. xii. 5)^; and 
finally, in this mode ' jof translating the "Scriptures, our Lord 
himself has promised that where he is there a)so shall his dea- 
cons be.. (John xii. 26.) 

How then can We resist the conclusion that the ^^ deacon," as 
a permanent officer of the Christian church, is a mere traditional 
figment •? A candid examination of the first epistle to Timothy 
ought surely to settle the question ; for there,. not only do we 
find that " the office of the deacon " is plainly a coinage of the 
translators, but that Timothy himself is called deacon^ if the 
translators would be true ta their own interpretation. It is 
wholly impossible to render 4i(ikbnos^ in chap. iii. 12, by the 
word '* deacon," when a few verses further on it is presented to 
us as " minister." (iv. 6.) This is not interpreting but tamper- 
ing with the Scriptures. There is in the Greek one word for 
" deacon," " minister," " servant," &c. ; that one word is 
diakonos: let, then, any one word that the inquirer may be 
pleased to select be taken as a translation of that one word, — 
let that one translation be uniformly adhered to ia every in- 
stance where the word diakonos appears in the original, and 
then^ by this fair and simple process, the phantom of tradition 

7 • 
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will forthwith diMi|>pear, They that douht should make the ex- 
perimeEt. 



§ 8. Minislti^4fi implied in the term irtfipi^tji, huperetes. 

" Ministry," however, makes its appearance in the English 
Bible through the medium of another word, which must not be 
overlooked. That word is vrtijplfi^j, hupereteesy and. in four 
instances it is so translated as to carry with it a clerical mean- 
ing, when the Scriptures are studied under the influence of tra- 
ditionary prejudices. ^Trtfjpstfjiy huperetees, is, in its primary 
meaning, an under-roWer, one who sat in the rower's bench of 
the ancient trireme -vessels, under the command of a superior 
officer ; but in its secondary sense ii is any inferior officer, 
chiefly of the civil courts, the apparitor, sergeant, or constable ; 
also any servant, official or domestic, state-servants or house- 
servants ; and lastly, any one who renders service in any mat- 
ter or duty. 

In the Gospisls the word is frequently translated " officer " or 
" servant." . Thus : 

Matt. V. 25. " Lest the judge deliver thee to thtf officer {hupe- 

Mark xiv. 54. " Peter folloV^ed him even unto the palace of the 
high priest, and he sat loith the servants {metof tdn huperetOn) ." 

In the following instances, however, we find it rendered' mfi- 
isier: 

Luke i. 2. " Who from the beginning were eye-witnesses and 
ministers of the word {hwperetai tou logon) ;*' equivalent, 
according to Kuinoel, to agents of the affairs recorded. 

Acts xiii. 5. " And they had John to their mimster {huperetSn) ;" 
i. Q. assistant in service. 



UNKNOWN TO.CHKISTUNITT. 75 

Acts zzvi. 16. "I have appeared anto thee .to cdake thee a 
minister {kupereteriy servant) and witness."' • 

1 Cor. iv, 1. ''Let a man so account of -us as oflthe ministers 
{huperetasj servants) of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries 
of God." 

This latter text is probably often read, though unconsciously, 
as one of the clerical passages of the New Testament ; yet when 
closely examined and compared with others^ it appears of rather 
an opposite tendency. We do indeed often hear the clergy tell 
us that they are " stewards of my stories " and " ministers of 
Christ;" but here the minister is simply the servant, and we 
must not forget that Peter gives the stewardship to all belibvcrs, 
'^ as every man hath received the gift, so minister the .same one 
to another, as good stewards of the manifold graae of God." 
( 1 Pet. iv. 10.) Dr. Arnold in his « Miscellanies," p. 22, 23, 
has shown that '^ mysteries "here are the mysteries or profound 
truths of the kingdom, and not the sacraments of Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper as frequently understood. 



§9. Imposition oj^ Hande, 

We have now then only to examine the last strong-hold of 
clerical prejudice, the imposition of hands, a subject which to 
many persons is a mystery, containing in it the whole order of 
the clergy and all its accompanimeats : so. great indeed is the 
influence of this , ceremony oti the minds of many, that they 
consider the whole question of the sacerdotal order clearly estab- 
lished by a simple reference to the instances of imposition of 
hands recorded in the New Testament ; and it must be con- 
fessed that the Papists, the Episcopalians, the Presbyterians, 
the Independents,* and the Wesleyans, are in wonderful accord 

* In formal words the Independents do not sUqw that they create a 
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on this subject ; imposition of hands creating, a clerical order^ 
they all discover in the Scriptures ; only they cannot agree 
amongst themselves who are the true clergy, and in which of the 
sects the ceremony is most accurately performed. 

But granting that there is any truth in that which has been 
already argued, then it must be obvious that the '^ ministry " of 
the New Testament differs so widely from any existing ministe- 
rial order that we need not be very solicitous, after the preced- 
ing exhibition, to inquire about ^^ a regular ministry, ordained by 
imposition of hands ;" for unless the advocates of the clerical 
order can succeed in setting aside these statements from the 
New Testament, then is their system virtually undermined. 
But let us, nevertheless, for argument's sake, waive any preced- 
ing pr9ofe, and very briefly examine ^^ popular notions of " an 
ordained ministry;" Now, according to popular notions, the 
regular minister has been ordained ^^ to preach the Gospel, and 
administer the sacraments," by virtue of imposition of hands of 
a clerical body already existing. Let us advert to both these 
points in detail. 

§ 10. Administering the Sacraments. 

( 
1st. As to "administering the sacraments " the term is wholly 

unknown in scripture. There are no " sacraments "- in the New 

Testament: it is only from -the papal school" that we hear of 

them. The churches of Rome and England t^lk mUch of " the 

clerical order; but all their practices and their habitual language most 
clearly fchaw that they think they have a clergy.; their ministers are called 
clergymen, and always claim the title of Reverend. They distinguish also 
very accurately between "the secular " suid " the spiritual" ofiScers of their 
churches — the deacon's office they tell us is secular, and the minister's is 
spiritttal. If, however, " showing mercy '' to the poor and miserable be a 
part of " the deacon's office," than assuredly is "showiDg mercy " reckoned 
as one of the distinct g^flts of the Holy Spirit. (Rom. xiL 8.) 
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sacraments ;" and the dissenters, copying those churches, or 
rather retaining the practices which they received originally 
from Rome through the church of England, enlarge on the mys- 
terious theme ; but the Christian who is guided by the Scrip- 
tures need not trouble himself about any theological language 
which he cannot .find in the word of God. As for baptism, 
which they call one of the sacraments, there is no scripture 
proof that it was performed by . any "minister," taking the 
Word even in the wide sense of) diokonos — ^the baptism of the 
converts in the house of Cornelius was not performed by any 
" minister," for as far as we are informed, the only " minister" 
present was Peter, and " he commanded them to be baptized " 
(Acts X. 48) ; that is, he did not baptize them himself; and 
though doubtless the traditional school would assure us that 
" the certain brethren from Joppg. " who accompanied Peter 
(verse 23) were clergymen, and " administered the aaerament 
of baptism " on that occasion, yet no such statement appears in 
Scripture ; and therefore it may be dismissed widi innumerable 
other dreams of the school. Neither is there any evidence that 
the presence ^ a minister, or an elder, or a bishop, was consid- 
ered indispensable in those meetings of the saints when on the 
fiist day of the week they assembled to break bread. Paul 
gives many directions to the Corinthians concerning those meet- 
ings ; but he never once nam^s or even, alludes to any elder, 
bishop, or ordained minister, as likely to be present on those 
occasions. If there were elders in the churchof Corinth, they 
would of course break bread with the rest, but so little did Paul 
know about " ordained ministers administering the sacrament " 
that he neither names the minister nor the sacrament; and how 
this omission can be acaounted for, if in those days there were 
cither "ordained ministera" or sacraments, we see not. Let 
those who can, explain .this difficulty. 
The ecclesiastical phraseology of ^^adminbtering the sacra- 

7* 
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ment of the Lord's sapper " is in vain sought for in the New 
Testament : the Lord's Sapper is thus described there, '' On the 
first day of the week the disciples met together to break bread." 
(Acts zz. 7.) And this simple statement, made if possible still 
more simple by Paul's allusions to the mode of meeting in the 
Corinthian church (see 1 Cor. zi. 20-34), ought to be sufficient 
to dissipate all our visions about ceremonies and clergymen in 
the observance of the Lord's Supper. The truth is this : jon 
the first day of the week the brethren met together to break 
bread ; and if in those meetings ministers, that is diakcni, were 
present, or if elders were of the number, they would take the 
bread and the wine amongst the rest, but the sacrament and the 
clergymen had not then been invented. In the "gecond century 
of church-history, they begin to make their appearance. 

§ 11. Preaching the Gospel. 

Then, secondly, as to ^' preaching the Gospel," no such fac- 
ulty was conveyed by any imposition of hands or any ordination \ 
for if that had been the case, then of course no other door to 
preaching the Grospel could have been opened, as the simultu-' 
neous ezistenceof ordained and unprdained preachers would 
have made it appear that ordination, for preaching the Gospel at 
least, was a ceremony that might be dispensed with. Now to the ' 
ezistence of unordained preachers we have a direct testimony : 
^^ Saul made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and 
haling men and women, committed them to prison, therefore they 
that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the 
word." (Acts viii. 4.) Was this an irregular and uncanonical 
proceeding } Of course all clergymen are bound to declare that 
it was, because these preachers had not received " holy orders ;" 
but the Scriptures here, as in all other ecclesiastical questions, 
disagree with the clergy, for it is written farther, ^^ Now they 
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which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose 
about Stephen, travelled, as .for as Antioch, preaching the word. 
Afid the hand of the Lord was with them : a7id a great number 
believed, and turned unto the Lord.^^ (j:i. 19-21.) 

Now if this had been irregular, not only would the inspired 
writer have marked it with disapprobation, but the then existing 
church would assuredly have corrected the practice, and laid 
down some canon against ^' lay preaching :" but not so*; for the 
^^ tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church : . . . 
and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as An- 
tioch : who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was 
glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they 
would cleave to the Lord." (verse 22-24.) 

This narrative, if duly weighed, incurjibly ruins the whole 
fabric of "a regular ministry ordained to preach the Gospel^" 
for it brings us to acknowledge this point, that the churches of 
the apostacy will not tolerate those practices in "which the saints 
of the apostolical era greatly rejoiced, and which drew forth the 
commendation and thankfulness of ^'good men who were full of 
the. Holy Ghost and of faith." Would the Church of England, 
in similar circumstances, send forth its " lay metabers " to 
preach the Gospel } Did it do so in the time of the Common- 
wealth, when the hand of power bore heavily on the episcopal 
party ? Has the Church of Rome ever authorized preaching to 
any but clergymen ? or would it, or could it, under any circum- 
stances, tolerate .such an irregularity } Do the Dissenters allow 
" lay men" to preach in their chapels .'* Assuredly not. If 
lay men were allowed to assume this ministerial prerogative, it 
would ruin Iheir clergy, disenthrone the oligarchy of the pulpit, 
and bring to nought that ^^ official distinction and authority," 
which we are assured is not always sufficiently valued * in their 

* *^ It is my decided conviction, that in some of our churches the pastor 
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ordained minister^, though '^ they are appointed as living oraoles 
to announce, and as ministers of the temple«to interpret, the ut- 
terances and win of God." (Discourses of ike Eeth Roht, M^AU, 
LL,D., i. 421.) 

In the Pontifical of the Chnrch of Borne we find that the 
bishop, in the ordination of a clergyman, confers for the first 
time the power of preaching when he grants deacon's orders ; as 
in thd previous grades of doorkeeper, reader, exorcist, aoolythe, 
and subdeacoii, this privilege is withheld. In xsonferring dea- 
con's orders, the bishop says, ^' Dearly beloved son, as thou art 
now to be promoted to the Levitical order, deeply ponder to 
what a degree in the church thou art approaching, for a deacon 
ought to minister at the altar, to baptize and to preach :" and 
in the Church of England, the bishop says to tibe deacon, ^^ Take 
thou authority to read the Gospel in the church of God, and to 
preach the same, if thou be thereto licensed by the bishop J*^ This 
is man's order ; but it is not so in the word of God. 

§ 12. Ordination. 

The case of Apollos (Acts, xviii. 24), is exactly to ^ point 
^' He was an eloquent man, and mighty in. the Scriptures .... 
instructed in the way of the Lord ; and being fervent in spirit, 
he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord." This 
was his ordination^ ^^ I have believed, and therefore have I 
spoken;" and tjbis is the only ordination that a Christian, in- 
structed from the word, is called upon to own — ^the ordination of 
faith granted by the Holy Spirit. '^ We having the same spirit 
^ of faith according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have 
I spoken ; we also believe, and therefore speak." (2 Cor. iv. 13.) 

u depressed far below his just level He is considered merely in the light 
of a speaking brother. He has no official distinction and authority.** — 
CJiureh Memhei^t- Ouide^ p. 6Y, 
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This also was the ordination of others whom Paul mention^ 
" I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, 
that it is the first fruits of Achaia, aud that they have addicted 
themselves to the ministry [diakonia'] of the saints), that ye sub- 
mit yourselves to all such, and to every one that helpeth with 
us, and laboreth." (l.Cor; xvi. 15, 16.) This is Temarkable ; 
^' the house of Stephanas," a very wide expression, the whole 
family had addicted themselves to the ministry ; they had not 
been drdained to this ministry by canonical sanctions, but had 
most irregularly, without the help of a bishop, or of the presby- 
tery, taken upon themselves 'Hhe sacred fanctibns." Besides 
this, they had not only addicted themselves, but oriain^^ them- 
selves ; for so . the translators were bound to render the word 
sfalapj etaxan^ if they had had any regard to consistency. In 
Romans xiii. 1, they so give it,^' The powers that be are or- 
dained of God ;" but here the translation is softened, and a 
meaning is given which the. original will scarcely bear. To these 
irregular ministers Paul requires th^t the Corinthians should 
submit themselves, and not only to them, but to all who, like 
them, had helped the service of the Gospel. Such is the ordi- 
nation of the Scriptures! which the translators keep back 
where it might appear, or bring forward where there is no au- 
thority for it, as in Acts i. 22, '' Must one bje ordained to be a 
witness with us of his resurrection." The ecclesiastical phrase 
'^ ordained to be," a phrase most important for the translators 
in that passage, is wholly wanting in the original. The word is 
simply ytvtoStti^ genesthai, and we should read the passage thus, 
<< Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out amongst us ... . 
must one be a witness with us of his resurrection." 

Remembering then that the words " ordination " and "or- 
dain,", when used in matters of sacred import, are liable .to be 
misunderstood, and that though they will carry the signification 
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of '^ appointment," yet by jozta-position with certain oircum- 
stanoes recorded, they may convey th$ idea of clerical consecra- 
tiofiy we shall easily perceive how these words in the English 
translation of the Scriptures may mislead the unsuspecting 
reader by an ambiguous sense. In Titus i. 5, we read it thus, 
'' I left thee in Crete ..... that thou shouldest ordmn elders in 
every city as' I appointed thee." This certainly looks not a 
little like consecration or canonical ordination, and we know that 
the text is continually quoted by the ignorant or the disinge- 
nuous to estabHsh the clerical figment, but the words of the 
ori^nal will by no moans bear such an interpretation, as we 
shall presently see. The word " prdain *' is the rendering of 
the verb xaBlat^iy kathistemij meaning " to appoint," "to 
make," "to constitute." In the following itistances it is so 
translated : 

Matt. XXV. 21. "I will make {katasieso) thee ruler over msuiy 
things." 

Luke xii. 14. " Who madt (Jcatestese) me a judge or a divider 
over you." 

Rom. V. 1^. "As by one man's disobedience many were made 
(katestatke^n) sinners, so by Uie obedience of one many shall 
be nidde {katdstathtiontai) righteous." 

Acta vi. 3. " Look out seven men . . . . whom we may appoint 
(katastesomen) over this business." 

Such being the usage of the word and its true meaning, we 
can at once perceive liow the rendering it.by the word ordainxa 
Titus i. 5, is calculated to make us suppose that Titus did by 
clerical consecration ordain certain elders ; whereas he only op- 
poifUed them where churches existed, selecting those individuals 
who were spiritually gifted for superintendence — recognizing the 
gift >which would determine the station to be taken by the per- 
sons professing it, for it was ".the gift" and not Titus which 
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determined wbat the men were to be ; and according to that 
gift must they exercise their ministry, whatever form of it '' the 
gift " might have imparted : hence Paul enjoins Timothy not to 
neglect '^ the gifb" which he had received, and which was given 
him by. prophecy and the laying cm of the hands of the presby- 
tery. The prophets prohesied, the presbytery laid on their 
hands, and Timothy, received a gift ; but what that particular 
gift might be, we are not informed. Assuredly it was not to 
preach the Gospel and ^' administer the sacraments." 

In the case of Titus then he recognized a gift received, and 
the persons whom be recognized and appointed were the over- 
seers, or superintendents^ or, to use an ecclesiastical word, 
Bishops^ for this is the name given to them iu the next verse ; 
and it is worthy of remark, that 'thiH[ very passage, which is 
much quoted by the Episcopalians a».one particularly fortifying 
the views of their party, does in fact sadly damage the dioCesan 
theory, for we find that Titus is appointing •verseers or bishops 
in every city or town in Crete : jM)t one bishqp for the whole 
island to rule the diocese of Grete, W bishops, a plurality of 
tJiem, that is, more than one, perhaps many, in every dty^ and 
that by Paul's express desire ! Crete is an -iBland about two. hun- 
dred and seventy miles long and fifty miles broad, and in the 
days of Paul contained a* himdred citiep ; as, therefore, the 
direction given to Titus was to appoint bishops in every eity, 
there must have been a large number of them in the island — far 
too large to allow the diocesan system elbow-room. Indeed, it 
is . hereby manifest that ^' the bishop " of the Scriptures could 
have had a diocese only as large as the city or town in which he 
dwelt; though even there his diocese must have been divided, 
for Paul speaks of these elders or bishops in the plural number, 
'\Elders in every city^" more than one — ^two or more ; as many 

* Flin. iT. 12. Mela li. 14. ^ SoUn. xtI 
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as had reiseived gift for the office ! Neither is this a solitary 
confutation of the diocesan theory, for we read elsewhere that 
Paul and Barnahas ehose elders " in every city of Lycaonia " 
(Actsxiv. 23.) • 

To return, howevef^ to the passage in qoestion^ we conclude 
that it ought thus to he trattslat^d^— " For this cause I left thee 
in Crete, that' thou shoaldest uppoirU elders in every "city, as I 
had directed thee." 

The original is again translated '^ ordain " in passaged where 
clerical consecration might thereby seem to be implied. " Every 
high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things 
pertaining to &od." (Heb. r. 1. ) " Every high priest is ardaitied 
to offer gifts and sacrifices" (Heb. viii. 3) ; and yet, in another 
text, relating to the same subject, in the samd Epistle, this 
word is truly translated, '' The law maketk men high priests 
whieh have infirmity" (vii. 28) ; "ordination" was iK)t here 
wanted, as itBpeaks not of priests ordaining priests, but my. 1 
and viii. 3, a dubious rendering is given, leaving it uncertain 
whether the Scripture does not^Eoean in those passages that the 
high priest^ by virtuip of his ordination, made offerings and sacri- 
fices ; which, thoiigh it was quite true in the law, because no 
offering -in the law could be offisred without previous consecra- 
tion of him that made the offering, yet is not alluded to in the 
texts in question. - Neither is this to be considered a small and 
^niinportiant matter ^ for when we find in one place of Scripture 
that Titus " ordained " elders or bishops in the cities of Crete, 
and in another that 'the hi^ priest was "ordaijtied" to make 
offerings and sacrifices, is it surprising that the unsuspecting 
readers should connect the two ordinations together, and shofild 
find in the ordination of the high priest something very like the 
6rdina6on bf the bishop? 4- c^^eful examination af the text 
does, however, immediately dissipate the dream, and brings be- 
fore us quite another appearance of things. 
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But the clerioal coDsecration through the instrumentality of 
the word ^> ordain,'^ appears in the translation given of the 
word x^^potovici^ cheirotorao. ^^ And when Paul and Barnabas 
had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord on whom they be- 
lieved." (Acts xiv. 23.) Here, questionless, it is generally 
understood that Paul and Barnabas consecrated elders into the 
clerioal •office ; but let us see how '' ordination," thus inge- 
niously introduced through this word, is, in the only other pas- 
sages where it occurs, evaded. ^- Ood raised up Jesus of Na- 
zareth and showed him openly, not to all the people, but unto 
witnesses chosen before (cheirotonethmies) of God." (Acts x. 41.) 
Why not " ordained before of God ;" or if " chosen " were the 
right word here, why was it the wrong one in the other pas- 
sages ? 

But again; ^'we have sent Titus who was chosen {chdroto- 
neiheis) of the churches to travisl with ua." {2 Cor. viii. 19.) 
This is truly remarkable ; the translators wiU allow Paul and 
Barnabas to " ordain " elders, but they will not permit the 
churches to ordain Titus — '^ the bbhop of Crete ;" in fine, on 
this subject they make the Scriptures say whatever suits their 
purpose, keeping back or bringing forward that mysterious word 
^' ordain " with marvellous forethought, and never losing sight 
, of that system which they were determined to uphold. 

It is worthy of observation, in passing, that though our trans- 
lators have prevented the ordinati<yi of Titus by the churches, 
they hav« ^ot been able to suppress the unmanageable fact, that 
Matthias was chosen or " ordained " into the apostolical' office 
by the one iiundred and twenty disciples at Jerusalem, some of 
whom were wobien (Acts i. 14, 16, 26), which, if duly consid- 
ered, must for ever, vitiate the origin of the apostolical office, as 
it is represented to us by the Episcopalians. The apostolical 
office, they tell us, is perpetu&ted in their bUliops, and the trans- 

8 
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lators have done their utmost to help this figment b^ making 
Judas a bishop (Acts i. 20) ; but granting all this to be true, 
then we find that iiie first bishop after our Lord's depa.rture was 
^' ordained" by the. disciples &t Jerusalem ; from which fact we 
draw this conclusion, that if the fountain-head is of this nature, 
the whole stream that flows from it ought to partake of the 
same elements ; but that if the stream be entirely different it 
cannot spring from the fountain, the waters of which- we have 
analyzed, but must have some other origin congruous with the 
elements, which we find in the stream. 

One more instance may suffice : i^ and he ordained f^oM^ere, 
epoiese twelve, that they should be with him, aiid that he might 
send them forth and preach." (Mark iii. 14.) This is obviously 
an important place in which to introduce ordination : it is the 
record of our Lord's choosing the twelve apostles ; and we so 
read the fact here as if our Lord had in some way conferred 
ordination as a necessary, preliminary to preaching the Gospel. 
But " ordain" is heare ih» unwarranted translation of a word 
which simply means ta make or do :_, it occurs some hundred 
times in the New Testament, but has no where jelse been thus 
render.ed. If a secondary and figurative meaning were required 
for the word, ^' appoint " was obviously that which ought to 
have been selected, according to the sense in Rev. i. 6, '' has 
made {epoiesen, appointed) u& kings and priests." Calvin has, 
however, thus, expressed the meaning — " Et fecit ut duodecim 
essent secum , et ut ^mitterq^ «os ad praedicandum ^" . 

Having, then, thus unravelled som6.of the perplexities of this 
question, it may be instructive to see the ill use which clergy- 
tnen have made of the Scriptures in order to perpetuate a delu- 
sion which they themselves cannot believe. " When our Lord," 
says Bishop Beveridge, " had died and risen from the grave, 
and when he was about to ascend into heaven, he promoted his 
apostles into the episcopacy, that he might leave behind him the 
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c&nservators of his own place. T^xe first fonn of this episcopal 
oonsecration ia recorded in Johi^ xx. 21, 22 : where Jesus says 
to bis apostles who were all collected together — *• Peace be unto 
you : as day Father has sent nve, even so send I yon ; and when 
he bad said this, he breathed on them, and saith unta them, 
Keceive ye the Holy Ghost.' I confess that our Lord had be- 
fore this ordidned his apostles, but only to preach the Gospel, 
and to confirm it with miracles. (Mark, iii.13, 14 ; Matt. x. 1.) 
But now for the first time after his resurrection, he says, * As 
the Father has sent me, so send I you.' From which it most 
clearly appears, that by this second and last ordination, cele- 
brated as it were by many ceremonies, the Apostles were ad- 
vanced to a higher grade than they enjoyed before, or rather 
(as far as relates to the faculty of ordaining and exercising eccle- 
siastical discipline), to that very grade into which Christ him- 
self had been consecrated by the Father. By the virtue of 
theirfirst ordination, therefore, the apostles preached the Gos- 
pel ; l)ut by this last consecration they were made bishops, and 
so, supplying upon earth the place of their absent Lord, they did 
themselves create other bishops." 

Thus it is that the eyes of ecclesiastics, dimmed by the 
suffusion of prejudice, and impaired in their healthy faculties, 
discern the specks of their own apostaoy even in the. clearest 
fields of scriptural vision, and ooigure up the phantoms of their 
order in the pure kingdom of the Son of God. But mark the 
fatal error of this strange passage ! for the prelate, in his anx- 
iety to establish ceremonies of consecration and worldly mitres, 
has forgotten or concealed the fact that, on the occasion re- 
corded in John xx. 21, 22, and on which he buflds his whole 
theory, llamas, one of the apostles^ was absmtj for it follows 
immediately — "bpit Thomas, one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came." So that, according to this interpre- 
tation of the prelate, '' the apostolical college '? would be defi- 
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cient in the mystery of consecration ; and Thomas, a favorite 
apostle with the Episcopalians, would receive no '^ facility of 
ordaining and exercising discipline," and consequently must 
have lost his station '' as a conservator of the place pf Christ," 
to the no small detriment of ^\ the apostolical succession," and 
all its fabled benefits and prerogatives. ' • . 

A word further as to impositipn of hands ; take the following 
instance, which is much urged by clergymen: '•Now there 
were in the church at Antioch certain prophets and teachers . . 
and as they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Ghost 
said. Separate me JBarnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I 
have called them ; and when they had fasted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them^ they sent them away." (Acts xiiL) 
Here then, if this instance is of any avail, it ought to be shown 
that Paul and Barnabas had never preached the Gospel before i 
that they never had been sent forth before to the ministry or 
service of the Lord ; and that on this occasion they for the first 
time received license '' to preach the Gospel, and administer the 
sacraments." We find, however, an account of Paul's preach- 
ing (Acts ix. 20), some long time, not less than seven years, 
before this event: nay, both Paul and Barnabas had been 
preaching in AnHoch a whole year, and had been s^t by the dis- 
ciples of that' city to Jerusalem, with a collection made for the 
brethren at Judaea (xi. 30), so that their ministry not oply else- 
where, but remarkably in this very Antioch, had been for a long 
time tolerated without imposition of hands. Again, if this was 
indeed an " ordination '.' of. Paul, we find the teachers and pro- 
phets ordaining an apostle ! — a fact that wpuld sadly derange 
the theory of the apostolical succession, whicli declares that our 
Lord alone ordained the apostles, and the apostles ordained the 
clergy. Moreover, it WQuid reverse the order of pre<iedence 
formally stated in Scripture, '' God hath, set some in the church, 
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers" (1 Cor. 
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zii. 28), whereas, in this narrative, supposing Paul and Barna- 
bas to have been ordained by imposition of hands for the minis- 
try, the order must have been ^' first prophets and teachers, 
secondarily apostles." ' 

Again, this sending ibrdi of t^aol and Barnabas was by the 
Holy Ohost (Acts ziii. 4) ; and where is that power of ordina- 
tion now ? The bishops in the Romish and English commu- 
nions do indeed pretend to convey the Holy Ghost ui their cere- 
monies of ordination ; but we know that is only a pretence. 
And as fbr the Presbyterians and Bissenters, they do not now 
profess to convey any spiritual gift, ordinary or extraordinary, 
by their imposition, of hands ; and therefore they practice a cere- 
mony without power or meaning — a mere nullity ; but it was not 
in the days of the apostles that empty ceremonies were per- 
formed. The apostles did not observe customs to perpetuate a 
delusion, or to consecrate a phantom of forfeited power. 

Again, the apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Galatians, takes 
pains to make them understand that he did. not owe his ministry 
to any ordination or appoiiitment of man, '' I neither received 
the Gospel of man, neither, was I taught it, ... . but when it 
pleased God .... to reveal his Spn in me, that I might preach 
him among the heathen ; immediately I conferred not with flesh 
and blood [that is, I consulted not with any man, nor did I fol- 
low any man^s advice, order, or direction} : neither went I up 
to Jerusalem to, them which were apostles before me ; but I went 
into Arabia. . . . Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem 
to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. But other of the 
apostles saw I none, save James the Lord^s brother." This is 
indeed a plain statement ; and it is manifest thereby that Paul 
thought nothing of any appointment of man, though that man 
might be an apostle. When he believed he spoke ; and having 
received- an ordination of God^s grace, he was content with it : 
^^ I w^t not up to Jerusalem to them which were tipostles be- 
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fore me." Aooording jo the opinion of the traditional school^' 
the apostles were the fountain of all lawful authority for niidis- 
try ; hut Paul sought not that fountain ; nay, he take^ pains to 
inform us that he kept clear of it : therefore, as he was not or- 
dained by the apostles, we may be quite sure he was not ordained 
several years afterwards by the prophets and teachers of Antioch, 
when he had been long engaged in the ministry. 

Another passage in the Scripture is frequently wrested from 
its true meaning to prove ordination by imposition of hands. It 
is in PauPs Epistle to Timothy, '^ Neglect not the gift that is in 
thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of 
the hands of tho presbytery" (1 Tin^. iv; 14) ; and again, 
<^ Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the 
gift which is in theB by the putting o^i cf my hinds,^^ (2 Tim. i. 
6.) What then was this gift ? The gift of preaching the Gos- 
pel and license to administer the sacraments ? Certainly not : 
it was a special gift — x^9^<ii^^ charisma — of the Holy Ghost, 
which was conveyed .to Timothy, as it would appear, by the lay- 
ing on of the hands of Paul and the elders : and we know that 
this power did exist ii^ those days ; for we find that Peter and 
John, afber praying thai the Sam&ritan converts might receive 
the gift, '^ laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Ghost ; and when Simon, saw that through laying on of the apos- 
tles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he off<^red money, saying, 
Give me also this power ^ t^ai^ on whomsoever I lay hands he. may 
receive the Holy Gl^ost." (Acts viii. 18.) And again, at Ephe- 
sus, Paul found certain disciples who knew only of John V bap- 
tism : on these Christians, after they had been baptized in the 
name of Jesus, Paul laid his hands, and then ^* the Holy Ghost 
came upon them, and they spake with tongue? and prophesied*" 
(Acts xix. 6.) It was therefore some such gift as this which 
Timothy had received ; perhaps thB gift of tongues or of pro- 
heoy, or the power of working mjrades, V fi^igoQ and wonders," 
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any or all 6f these, or some other gift, of which perhaps there 
is no recor(} left : and this word charisma^ which Paul uses in al- 
lusion to this gift imparted to Timothy^ is the appropriate term 
for the gifts which the Holy Ghost then conferred on the church. 
(See Rom. i. 11 ; xii. 6 ; 1 Cor. i. 7 ; xii. 4, 9,^8, 30.) 

If then Timothy was ordained into the clerical caste by impo- 
sition of hands, so also were the Samaritan converts and the 
" certain disciples " at Bphesus ; for they also received a gift by 
imposition of hands : and indeed the advocates of the clerical 
order ought boldly to assert that the Samaritan and Ephesian 
disciples were ordained either priests or deacons, if they would 
build anything on the ease of Timothy. 

But in all this question we do not find PauPs first ordination 
is ever brought forward, which, after all, but for one inconve- 
nient circumstance, might be more plausibly referred to than 
any other, as an instance required. .Thus it is recorded : — 

'' Ananias entered into the house ; and ^putting his hands 

on him [Paul} said, Brother Saul, the Lord, eveir Jesus, that 
appeared unto thee in the way as thou earnest, bath sent me, 
that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been 
scales ; and he received sight forthwith, and was baptized." 
(Acts ix. 17.) 

This instance is full to the point that Paul received the Holy 
Ghost by the imposition of hands, and that it was at the very 
beginning of his service in the church ; ^lis therefore looks 
much like " ordination by imposition of hands ;" but then, un- 
fortunately, if this be allowed, it would follow that Paul was or- 
dained before he was baptized, an unoanonieal irregularity wholly 
unknown in clergyman's law ; and moreover,- the person who 
then '^ ordained him by imposition of hands " was not a bishop 
or elder, but simply a '' certain disciple at Bamascus-nkmed Ana- 
nias " (ver. 10) ; in fitct^ aceordixfg to the Papal ideas of these 
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days, a mere layman : and yet this ^' lay-man," without tlie 
assistance of any of the clergy, withoi^t the presence of any 
bishop, lays his hands on Paul, and so confers on him the Holy 
Ghost ! We can therefore well understand how the advocates 
of a ^' regular Ordained ministry " are disposed* to pass over this 
remarkable occurrence, and prefer rather to qaote the imposi- 
tion of hands by the church at.Antioch (Acts ziii.) which has 
been already examined. 

Having then seen th^t imposition of hands does not, accord- 
ing to the Scripture record, confer the power of '' preaching the 
Gospel and administering the sacraments," and having^seen also 
that in many cases the imposition of hands tpok place, where 
confessedly no clerical designation or privilege was intended^ and 
that this is conceded even by clergymen^ we need not feel any 
remnant o£ perplexity on this question, but we may conclude by 
stating — .. 

1. That imposition of hands sometimes means simple benedic- 
tion : " Then were there brought unto him little children, that 
he should put his hands on them and pray : and he laid his 
haAds on them." (Matt. xix. 13.) 

2. Sometimes recognition of service in the church, as in -the 
case of the seven brethren chosen " to serve tables," which cer- 
tainly was not ordination to the '^ ministry," as the serving of 
tables on that occasion was markedly and avowedly kept distinct 
from ". ministry of the word." (Acts vi. 4-6.) 

3. Sometimes commendation to a particular work, and that 
by express command of the Holy Ghost. (Acts xiii.) 

• 4. Sometimes an act whereby the gift of the Holy Ghost was 
imparted, as when Ananias, " a -certain disciple," laid hisr hands 
on the apostle Patil (Acts ix. 27) ; or, as when th^ apostles 
gave this gift to others (Acts viii. 18 ; xix. 6) ; or, as in tbe 
case of Timothy and the elders — a case which is moreover pecu- 
liarly designated as having been in obedience to prophecy ; or — 
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6. A visible sign of performing a miracle, as when the dis- 
ciples to whom the power was given " laid their hands on the 
sick, and they recovered," (Mar£ xvL 18.) 



§ l3. Ministry in the Chv/rch entirely subordinate to 
£rotherly Zove. 

The train of remark thus far pursued should be considered 
but as introductory to a still more important view of the subject 
— a view nearly forgotten or unknown in these days — ^viz., that 
" mii^stry," when rightly understood, is not merely or mainly 
for propagating Christianity by preaching, not merely for gov- 
ernment, or securing discipline, or keeping the people in subjec- 
tion, hut for preserving in vigorous healthfulness the spiritual 
body to which it appertains. The evidence of its accomplishing 
this end is to be sought and recognized in the degree in which it 
is promotive of the love of the brethren. Yes, Christian reader, 
understand this truth that God's ministry is Appointed ' by his 
most wise ordinance — not according to man's thoughts, to pro- 
duce a well-drilled regiment under effectual clerical manage- 
ment, which is the utmost extent of excellence that most peo- 
ple ever look to when arguing for an " ordained ministry" — but 
it is intended as a help to the New Commandment, by which the 
world is to distinguish Christ's disciples.- (John xiii. 34.) In all 
the passages where Grod's ministry is mentioned in the New Tes- 
tament this is made apparent ; for the mind of the Spirit con- 
cerning the ministry which he raises u'p, is, that it is the nursery 
of that love without which a visible church is an inoperative and 
lifeless thing, a machine out of order, and therefore useless. 
And hence it is that when Paul wishes to urge the love of the 
brethren, he, as a matter of course, connects it with " ministry ;" 
and when he talks of ministry, he concludes as naturally, pur- 
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saing only an obvious concatenation of thought with the kindred 
subject of love. In the Epistle to the Ephesians he says, " I 
beseech you that you walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, 
forbearing' one another in love; endeavoring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace — there is (me hody,^^ (iv-. 1-4.) 
And having been brought by this expression of his wish and 
prayer to mention the ''one body," he immediately proceeds to 
a description of that body, and the appearance it should present^ 
in order to be capable of eliciting this '' forbearance of love and 
bond of peace," for which he pleads. Now this appearance is 
of several gifts of the Spirit manifested in the body at large, 
" apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers, for the p^^ 
feeling of the saints^ for the work of the mvnistry^for the edify- 
ing of the body df Christ;^'* this is the body which. possesses the 
power of growth, not a comely block, chiselled by man's art into 
A handsome but dead image of the church, but the true church 
endowed with the faculty of augmentation, and '' growing unto 
an holy temple in the Lord." ^n this body the ^apostle sup- 
poses, or rather he expects that love niay be pre-eminent ; not 
as it is caricatured in the form of a living clerical head, and life- 
less lay members ; not as a regular ordained minister, in his own 
single person and actions, represents the energy of all the tor- 
pjd limbs ; but as " compacted by that which every joint sup- 
plieth;?' for every part is to be "effectually working;" and 
' then, and not till then, the body may grow, may be increasing 
iij the life of love, or, as Paul expresses it, " unto the edifying 
of itseiria love." (v. 16.) 

In the Epistle to the Romans, he closes the subject of gifts in 
the church by these remarkable words, " Let love be without 
dissimulation" (xii. 9), because he evidently supposed that die 
. undissembled love of the saints might find an atmosphere' suited 
to its necessities^ where tibe whole body is aUdwed at least to 
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receive the epergies of the Spirit, for any form of ministry 
which it might please the Ijord, the Spirit of life, to bestow. 
But no such atmosphere as this exists, or can exist, when '^ a^ 
regular ordained ministry " has inflicted ministerial death on the 
whole bodyj and when the clergyman i^ai^ been appointed by 
man to be the^ sole pastor, teacher, evangelist, ruler, and pro-» 
phet ; just as if the human body, in a fit of lunacy, had elected 
the hand or the foot to perform the functions, of aU the other 
members, which it had commanded, as a consequence of this in- 
fatuated election, to remain in a decorous and reverential inac- 
tivity. A body under such discipline would soon die, and all 
Christian bodies y so called, where ^- the onerman system " pre- 
vails, are, in their corporate capacity, virtually dead : they have 
cut off the flow of life whicli w;as meant to feed all the members, 
and have given the monopoly of vitality to one favored limb, 
which consequently cannot perform its own functions as it ought, 
and is wholly inefficacious in imparting any show of life to the 
rest (rf the body. 

In the Epistle to the Corinthians, Paul says, '* Follow after 
love, ssxd desire spiritual gifts " (1 Cor. xiv.) ; and the precept 
is in many ways remarkable. In the 12th chapter he had dis- 
coursed at large on the gifts and ministries of the Spirit f in the 
13th, by a connection which is not often noticed, he introduces 
the subject of love, or agape ^sind then he. begins the 14th chap- 
ter by these Words, " Follow after love, and desire spiritual 
gift^," as a preface to all. that ,}iQ baa to. say concerning the 
order of the church in that chapter ; so tbat, in fitct, the 13th 
chapter, though i^pparently a parenthesis between the 12th and 
14th, is most intimately connected with them both. It is pari 
of t^e same subject^ because that love, agape^ or chu-ity, which 
has been made beautiful to all generatfons by Paul's magnificent 
eulogy, is not the charity of isolated Christians, but of the 
children of Ood living harmoniously together as one redeettied 
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family, under the guidance and ministradoBs of the Spirit, and 
manifesting the life of the body according to God^s design, and 
not acoording to the wisdom of man. Thts is that love of 
which Paul speaks (1 Cor. xiii.) : neither is it possible to show 
that love, or to fulfil the precepts of that much admired chap- 
ter where this is not understood ; nor can the love of which he 
speaks be brought forth, or seen m fht hody^ wherever the cleri- 
cal theory has superseded the faith once delivered to the saints. 
" Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, ta the which ye are^ 
caMed in (me body ^ and be ye thankful." (Ool. iii. 15.) 

But it is not in general principles only that we discover min- 
istry and love united, as if they were difierent representations 
of one theme, and as if one did of necessity introduce the other, 
so that where we see one, we may be sure that the otber is.n'ot 
far distant; but we find positive precepts addressed to the saints, 
directing them to act as pastors to one another, and, in so doing, 
to show forth this very love, which betokens the living and the 
growing body of Christ. In the epistle to the Hebrews, it is 
written, "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an 
evil heart of unbelief .... But exhort one another daily while 
it is called to-day, lest any .of you be hardened through the de- 
ceitfulness of sin." (Heb. iii. 12. ) They are to warn, to admon- 
ish one another da^y ; every day they are to be guarding the 
sheepfold ; every day they are to be looking warily, lest the evil 
heart of unbelief open a breach for the enemy in the visible 
household of &ith. . But whilst they are called upon to be thus 
watchful for one another's souls, not a syllable is dropped 
whereby we might understand that this was to be the exclusive 
duty of " an ordained minister." Indeed, the fact that sueh a 
precept is addressed to " the brethren, "r renders it impossible 
that the Hebrews should have been acquainted with " an or- 
dained ministry," invested with those exclusive powers and pre- 
rog&tiveB which we habitually in these days consider inseparable 
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from '^ ministry.'^ Th& clergy o£ »U partiM often awnire ns m 
their ser inons that ezbortatioa of the fold is their peculiar prov- 
ince, in which no one may interfere ; but we find it quite other- 
wise in the word of God. 

Paul, in addressing the Thessakmians, writes to them thns : — 
^^ Now we exhort you^ brethren, warn them that are. unruly, 
comfort the feeble-minded, snpporl; the weak, be patient towards 
all men.*' (1 These, y. 14.) Words which exactly describe the 
duties that ^^ ordained ministers " frequently assure us, devolve 
upon themselves alone; neither do any of their hearers think 
otherwise, so naturally do men tread in the sheep-track of tra- 
dition, without inquiring if the fiur and aipple work of God 
may have possibly furnished them with mor^ healthful ways. 
Other passages there are largely to the same effect ^' I^et us 
coiisider one another, to provoke unto love and to good works ; 
not ft>r8aking the assemUing of ourselves together, but ezhbrtiog 
one another." (Heb. Z..24, 25.) '^ As every man hath received 
the gift, even so minister the samoone to another, as good stewr 
ards of the manifold grace of God. If any man ^ak, let him 
de^it as the oracles of God-: if any man minister, let him do it 
as of the ability which God giveih, that God in all things may be 
glorified throu^ Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. iv. 10, 11.) 

Now not only are such passages of high value, as incidentally 
confirming the truth, that the duties always assigned to the 
clergy alon^ in the clerical form of Ghristi^ty, are, in the 
Kriptural form of it, apportioned to all believers, but as crow- 
ing that the very offices of the supposed ministerial prerogative 
are shared amongst the i^stles, and all the saints of their day. 
For instance, .does jPaul say to tile Thessaloniana, *' that he 
comforted and charged every one of them, as a father doth his 
children, that they should walk worthy of Otoi, who had called 
them unto his kingdom and glory" (1 Thess. !!• 12)? then 
thb is the very duty which he would aangar to the whole bodf of 

9 



98 #PBIE6TIIOOD AND CLEKGT 

Thess&lonian belieTen, when ho tells them " to warn the unruly, 
to comfort the feeblft-minded, and to Biq>port the weak.'* 
Again, do we find that Barnabas exhorted all the b^evers at 
Antioch, that with purpose of heart they would cleaye unto the 
Lord (Acts xi. 24) ? then, also, do we find the Hebrew church 
reminded of their duty to *^ exhort one another daily, lest any of 
them should be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." 
That Paul and Barnabas shduld thus exhort the saints, the cleri- 
cal school would think quite proper, because they were apostles, 
and had been *^ ordained by imposition of hands ;" but the same 
school would see nothing but irregularity in lay men daily imi- 
tating the apostles. Moreover, it is to be observed, that though, in 
the epistles to the Hebrews and Thessalonians, there is distinct 
reference made to those who were ^* over them in the Lord " 
(Heb. xiiL 17 ; 1 Thess. v. 12), yet it is not on those overseers 
that the duty of exhortation is pressed by the apostle : the epis- 
tles are not directed to the overseers ; the building-up of the 
saints is hot referred to them ; admonition, exhortation, comfort, 
and warning are not spoken of as their province (though doubt- 
less exhortation and comfort were also in their province), but 
all the church is addressed, as if all the saints were mutually to 
edify one another, yea and mutually to teach and minister to one 
another, as when Paul, having explained to the Thessalonians 
the second coming of the Lord, concludes . thus, ^'Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words." The epistle M the 
Philippians furnishes similar evidence^ and in abundance. In- 
deed, the whole texture of that .epistle b to this point ; for 
though the overseers and servants of the church are mentioned 
in the opening of the epistle, after the samts (LI), yet the 
whole doctrine of the epistle is addressed to the brethren ; and 
it is not of " the clergy," but of all the brethren that Paul 
speaks, when he prays that >^ their love inay abound yet more 
and mote in knowledge, and in all Judgment, and that they may 
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Approve things that are excellent [or things that differ]," a 
prayer which bj many would be thought only applicable to 
clergymen. It is '^ the brethren " (i. 12), that he '' would have 
understand " how his imprisonment at Borne had been made a 
means of fianf of the brethren waxing confident to preach 
Ohrist, and that he rejoiced they had done so, though these 
*^ many" preachers were unquestionably not clergymen. It is 
'^ the brethren" he desires to " stand &st in one spirit, striving 
for the faith of the Qospel." (i. 17.) Them also he admonishes 
" to hold forth the word of life " (ii. J6) ; to " beware of evil- 
workers" (iii« 2) ; ^' to walk by the same rule, to mind the same 
thing," as he himself did (iii. 16) ; ^^ to stand fast in the Lord" 
(iv. 2), &c., &c. ; and aU this he makes sure by commencing 
his letter '^ to all the saints," and by carefully finishing it '' to 
all the saints." (iv. 21.) And all this is the more remarkable, 
because he does not omit the overseers and servants of the 
church (" bishops and deacons/ Eng< Trans.) He mentions 
them indeed^, but after the saints whom they serve, and then he 
takes no farther notice of them, classes them altogether as one 
body, and never in one instanee so expresses himself, as if he 
thought the overseers and servants had some official prerogative 
which should entitle them, as separated from the ^'lay men," to 
receive his instructions and execute his precepts. 

Again, in writing to the Colossians, he addresses ^^ the saints 
and faithful brethren in Christ," and none others : it id the 
brethren whom he wishes to ^^ increase in the knowledge of 
Ood " (i. 10), '^ and unto all riches of the full assurai^Ce of the 
understanding." (ii. 2.) He tells the brethren that ^' they are 
complete in Ohrist" (ii. 10), and that, therefore, ^^no ma/n 
should judge them in meat and drink or holydays or fSabbaths." 
He bids them beware, lest any man ^' spoil them through philo- 
sophy and vain deceit, or beguile them of their reward, by in- 
truding into those things which they have not seen ;" he warns 
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t%em net to be subject to ordinaBces, ^^ the comroftndmeilts attd 
doctriDes of men \*'* he reminds them that *^ their speech should 
be always ^ith grace, seasoned with salt, that they may know 
how they ought to answer every man," and that they e^uld 
^^ stand perfect and complete in the will of Qod ;'^ and then j 
after parUcularly addressing '^ wives, husbands, children, ser- 
vants, and masters,'^ he adds nothii^g^bout clergymen or official 
ministers. The message fo Archippus (iv. 17) has been already 
examined, and, therefore, need not here be again discussed, but 
supposmg, for argument's sake, that Archippus was an ordained 
minister — say, bishop of the Oolossians — we then find Paul in a 
sort of Postscript, desiring the church to remind that dignitary 
to fulfil hb ministry, whilst the* dignitary himself is wholly 
passed over in all the test of the epistle. 

Now then, let these things be applied to the order of tiie 
sects ; suppose that a Christian from some distant region, ac- 
quainted^ with Christianity only as it is presented in the New 
Testament, and f<^lowing the language and ideas of the Scrip- 
tures alone, were to write a letter to Christians in a certain 
parish in our country', according to the usages of the Pauline 
epistles, what would be the style of his letter ? He would 
Ikddress it to the. believers in such a town, and whatever might 
be the importance of his cotnmunioaiidns, he would of course 
take no notice of the clerjgyman of the parish ; he would not, as 
in these days, direct the whole subject-matter to the priest; 
'^ Beverend Sir," would be to him au unknown formulary^ and 
if he were informed that our customs required such letters, both 
in form and substance, to be addressed to the dei^yman, and 
that the minister would consider it an insult if it were otherwise, 
and .that '* the saints" were in these days aU " laymen," ex- 
cepting only "the minister," who was ordained to be their ruler 
and teacher ; and that '^ the saints " now would deem it strange 
and indecorous if l^ letter abcmt rdigion was addressed to them, 
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and not to their minister — would not this foreigner from a dis- 
tant region naturally conclude that we bad changed our religion, 
and that we had ceased, in fact, to be Chnstians ? How could 
he come to any other conclusion ? And who that examines 
ministry in the New Testament, and compares it with ministry 
in the apostacy, can doubt but that there has been effected a 
fundamental reyolution to the order which God appointed for the 
edification of His Church ? 

But then it will be said that Paul dots allude to those ^^ who 
are over them in the Lord." True ; he does ; but his allusions 
are in perfect keeping with the order then existing, and tend to 
establish all that has been advanced in this argument There 
was rule in the church ; the Spirit unquestionably raised up 
government \ government was a gift, a charisma^ and it was 
sometimes united to, and sometimes separated from, teaching : 
^^ especially they who labor in the word and doctrine " (1 Tim. 
V. 17), is an expression by which we ascertain that some of 
'' the leaders" (proestotes) did not. labor in word and doctrine, 
for if it were not so, Paul's distinction would be unintelligible, 
or rather would have no meaning at all. But wherever govern- 
ment made its appearance, the grace in the saints was supposed 
to afford a fair field for its cheerful and loving reception : '^ We 
beseech you, brethren, know them which labor among you, and 
are over you in the Lord, and admonish you, and to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work's sake." (1 Thess. v. 12.) 
What is the superintendence, of the persons here mentioned, 
and what the fouadatbn of the govemmeot ? lave; ^* esteem 
them very highly in love ;" for where there is not love there 
cannot be esteem in the Church of God, though in the churches 
of men, esteem for the clerical rulers is for the most part ob- 
tained on other grounds. Station in society, rank, wealth, poli* 
tical power, oratorical talent, official prerogative, too frequently 
command the reverential regard of the people for their clergy ; 

9* 
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tmd sei^tarian real usually adds force to tbese considerations^to 
flay nothing of saperstjtions ignorance, which powerfully pre- 
Tails in most of <mr parishes, and which leads the so-called 
Protestant to esteem ^' the minister V with exactly the same 
feeliog that a darkling Papist reveres bis priest. There arc, in- 
deed, instances where the ministers are much beloved by their 
disciples ^ bnt, more commonly, love will be found to have but a 
small share in the esteem which they enjoy ; for as the theory of 
official power, and the'-idea of prerogative, influence all the 
arrangements of httman ministry, the ruling party usually ex- 
pects as a right, and the ruled yields as a custom, that portion 
of reverence which is decorously conceded to official distinction. 
When, therefore, the prelate, or the dissenting minister, finds 
^' government " in God's Church, let him not, each in his own 
region, cry out, ^* That is my ground ! that is my place 1 for I 
have been ordained to be over the flock, and by ordination I 
claim audiority "' — for though the vulture-eye of ambition wiU 
ever find some twig to perch on, it frequently happens that the 
twig will not support the weight which is prepared for it. All 
authority is not the same authority ; the glory, of the terrestrial 
b one, and the glory of the eelestial is another. Terrestrial 
authority has, it may be, its mitres, its acts^ of synods, and 
all the smothering weight ef ecclesiastical canons ; or it has, it 
may be, its elective chiwr, its salaried orations, and its mer* 
cetiary sceptre, with an usurpation of all ministerial life; and an 
assumption by one maii of that which, if it really exist, should 
be open to all : and these things have their glory ; but heavenly 
authority in the church, that which oomes down with the gifts 
"listributed to the saints, is the .manifestation of superintending 
tsare in those whose hearts the Lord directs and enables to 
watch over the footsteps of the flock, and by counsel and char- 
acter, by prayer and precept, by patience and forbearance, by 
gentle firmness, and by spiritual wisdom to keep aloof from the 
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enclosure tbose things which would disturb comoiuoion, or pre- 
yeQt the Beloved One from coming into ^' his garden^and eat- 
ing his pleasant &utts." Government is a distinct gift of the 
Holy Spirit (1 Gor. xii. 28) — and it is not in the power of man, 
by election or any other known process, to produce this blessing. 
It is, indeed, very easy to make an appointment to ecdesiaUkal 
rule, either by royal mandate, or patronal nomination, or popu-> 
lar suffrage ; but wide is the difference between ecclesiastical and 
spirUual rule ; man's law can give the outline and the shadow 
of spiritual mle^ but the substance, the living and the powerful 
reality, can be imjiarted only by Him .who is the giver of every 
good' and perfect gift, and with whom there is no vartaUenesa 
neither (shadow- of turning. Spiritual rule is neither fDr lucre 
nor for lordship (1 Pet. v. 2, 3), but it is a branch of service, of 
ministry, of diaconia ; a branch sprin^ng out of the true Vine ; 
a form of the life of Him, who, in making Himself the servant 
of all, thereby also made Himself the Lord and Master of His 
disciples. (John xiii. 14.) Government is the lowest and the 
highest service in the Church : it is the lowest, because He that 
is ^' over the flock," and has been called unto this service by the 
Lord, must ever be washing the disciples' feet. The basin and 
the towel are the badge of this government; and how low it 
calls upon those who are exercised in it to stoop down ; how deep 
is the humiliation, how trying to fidth andf patience, how weari* 
some to flesh and blood, how closely surrounded with anzietieB 
and solicitudes, how deeply acquainted with tears and prayers 
and sighs, how conversant* with despondency, feebleness, and 
weariness, none can tell or imagine who have looked at these 
things only through the medium of ecclesiastical custom, but 
have not tasted them in spiritual power. ^VAnd who is sufficient 
for these things ?" Truly, we can reply only -in the words of 
Scripture, ^^ Our sufficiency is of God, who hath fitted us to be 
servants of the New Testament.'^ But in the service there is 
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also a recompense, which, though it is to be nothing less in the 
day of fiill payment than a crown of glory (1 Pet. v. 4), is not 
in the mean time forgotten by the Chief Shepherd, who knows 
how to reward his servants, eyen during the heat and burden of 
of the day. Therefore we pleadfor government : and we know 
that when it appears it strengthens the church, because it draws 
forth more love, augments the activity of service in all^ and | 
establishes that peace which Paul connects With the presidency 
of a few and the service of all. (I Thess. v. 12, 13.) 

If then believers should any* where be gathered together for 
fellowship, and breaking of bread, and searching the word, and 
for prayer, they have a strong ground of hope that the Head of 
the church may remember them in communicating this blessing 
also ; but if it should be made to tarry long, it would be better 
for them to wait amy time, rather than release themselves from 
the -difficulty by sending for deliverance to a college of priests, 
by trying the talents of '^ candidates," and^ finally by setting up 
Egypt's idol for adoration, and ^^ rejoicing in the works of their 
own hands." (Acts vu. 41.) 



§ 14. Tendency qf Clerical Hide. 

Injone word, then, the difference is wide between ecclesiasti- 
cal and spiritual rule ; for ^ot only is every known form of 
ecclesiastical government the result of a false principle, and a 
standing evidence of universal apostacy, but the whole tendency 
of clerical rule is to disturb the communion ^of saints, of rather 
to render it impossible. Hence it is, that in all our standard 
theology^ always of course of clerical origin, wa shall in vain 
look for the communion of saints. Doctrinal Christianity it- 
self is continually being misrepresented by our most spiritual 
writers, owing to the influence of Hie prevalent notions of ^^ miii* 
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istrj." As the lore of the brethren ainnoi germiiiate where the 
clergy are distinguished officially from the laity, and as indeed 
this love has, owing to this long-established distinction, been 
altogether forgotten and abandoned, so do ire find that all writ* 
era, even the very best, teach experimental Chrbtianity as a 
private personal matter, apart from union with ^' the one body" 
of Christ Many precious volumes have been published to 
estaUish what are called the fundamental doctrines of Ohris- 
tianity ; but when established the application of them is invariably 
made to isolated individnab ; and all the remarks, all the elo* 
qtience, all the ajSections of the teachers, tend to thb one point 
—the necessity of oUr working out our own salvation, and of 
sustaining our faith in private eommunion with Gk>d. The glory 
of the living temple, which, in Scripture, refers exclusively to 
the eolledive body of all the saints, b thus neglected and omit- 
ted, and one-half of the New Testament becomes a sealed 
book, which theologians are unable to open, and which remains 
in consequence shut up to themselves and their unsuspecting 
disciples. The first epbtle of John, for instance, b far out of 
the reach of all the pulpits and professors^ chairs. It never has 
been, nor ever canr be, explained by any clergyman^ so as to dis* 
play the genuine meaning of the inspired writer. Other por- 
ous of the word which treat of justification by faith, or any of 
the cardinal points of the schoob, are well argued so. long as the 
text speaks only of those points ; but when the word leads on to 
the ministry and the communion of saints, the expositors' char- 
iot^wheels drag heainly^ and all becomes confusion, mbconstruo- 
tion, and dogmatical error. ^^ If we walk in the light, as he b 
in the light, we have fellowship one with another,^' is an un- 
known doctrine in professing Chrbtendom ; for it refers not to 
philanthropy, nor to courtesy, nor to general benevolence, nor 
to alms-giving charity, nor to sympathetic beneficence, nor to 
love of our sect, or of those who belong to that sect, nor to 
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attachment to a olioice preacher, bnt to something else which 
sects and clergymen have never seen nor heard, nor even ima- 
gined in a happy dream. And how should they ? for God's 
secret of the new creation can only be known to those who ob^ 
him : '^ If ye love me, keep my commandments ;" ^ And this 
commandment have we from }iim. That he who loveth God, 
love his brother also." We have seen what tjie Scriptures teach 
concerning ministry ; and whilst ministry lasted according to the 
Scriptures, so also, beyond ail question, did the communion of 
saints last ; but when they had renounced the ministry of Uie 
Spirit, and had set up carnal government instead, then the new 
commandment (John ziii. 34) speedily disi^peared ; and in lieu 
of the first glory, ^hey accepted that which we now see all 
around us, the gloom of sectarian dedolation and the imposing 
solemnities of clerical death. Hence the very best representa- 
tions o{ ecdesidstieal rule, whetheir in chiirch or chapel, are but 
well-acted scenes of the long tragedy which will be continually 
on the stage till the Just One ehall come, ^^ as the light of the 
morning when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds :" 
for now m^n sit in darkness, and thjough the new commandment 
has fallen into oblivion, yet are they not disturbed with so sad a 
loss, though it be, for the bodpj the Ipss of everything. A r^u- 
lar ministry they possess, and all its necessary appendages, with 
everything that can make it respectable in the^ opinion of the 
world : and many able preachers and excellent men there are in 
the systems; but the communion of believers is forgotten 
withal, the heavenly calling of the saints is passed Over ; very 
much of the Scriptures remains unknown and unexamined, vi«i^ 
ble Christianity stands before the world an unsightly phenome- 
non of sects and parties ; and the living temple, one body and 
one spirit in Christ, has disappeared like those splendid but illu- 
sive cities which, pictured on the vapors of a Syrian atmosphere, 
fill the spectator with admiration and astonbhment, and then 
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anon disBolve into irretrieTable rain, leatving the wilderneM more 
grim lOid oheerieM-thui b^re. 



§ 15. Tnie Idea of Ministry in the Church. 

A correct idea of the ministry in the Lord's Church cannot be 
formed apart from a perception of t^e true genins and ends of 
the church itself. The indiyidnal man in the past periods of 
the church has been held in abeyance ; now he is brought for- 
ward and elevated. Eyery man of the church is a church 
itself in the least form. Freedom and rationality are his grand 
characteristics, and for any man to waive the elzercise of these is 
to surrender hb most distinctive prerogatives. Each individual 
must see kuth for himself, and order his life according to it, or 
he can have no claim to discipleship in the church. SUll, as 
there are states of instruction in the progress of regeneration, 
so there is a corresponding office of teaching, and one which 
grows in an orderly way out of the nature of the case. It is the 
normal product of the exigencies of men's states, and is prima- 
rily referable to the law of charity, which dictates ihat one who 
has more of good and truth should impart of his abundance to 
him that has less ; and it is not to be questioned that the sub- 
ject of ministry comes properly under the head of charity^ of 
which it is one prominent department. Exciting good and im- 
parting truth is spiritually feeding the hungry and clothing the 
naked, as every one knows who has himself received any ade- 
quate measure of this species of benefaction. Action of this na- 
ture towards its appropriate objects is the very law of the regen- 
erate life. It requires not that a man should be called by official 
designation to exercise the functions of neighborly love. Such 
an universal duty cannot be exclusively confined to any distinct 
olafis or caste. 



lOS PSIESTUOCH) JlND OLEBOT 

This will be more eTident if we look at the primitire forma- 
tioD of a society of the church. A community of this kind is 
one of an entirely voluntary character, composed of individuals 
dcawn together from interior affinities and for a common end. 
They propose to themselves the instituting of divine worship, 
and the mutual edification of each other. They agree to walk 
together in the ordinances of the Lord's houBe, and somewhat 
of a mutual covenant is implied in the anion. Their relation to 
each. other is more than tiial of mere aggregation. It involves 
the idea of or^^iaation. There is, in the first place, a commu- 
nity of spirit, of interest, of aims, operating as an attractive 
force to' draw them together, and then th^re is a kind of spirit- 
ual crystallisation, which brings them into an organized for'm< 
It is wholly immaterial in what manner the associative influence 
first begins to operate. It may be from preaching, or it may be 
from reading. But the right of Ohristian believes thus to come 
together, and to organise themselves into a society, is a primary 
and indefeasible right, derived from the Lord himself, and rati- 
$ed in the explicit declaration, ^^ Where two or three are gath- 
ered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." 
This is the charter of heaven under which any number of Chris- 
tians is as fully authorized to form themselves as a banking 
company among men in the bosineiss world is at liberty to avul 
itself of the general law to that ejfect. jPor the exercise of this 
right they are not dependent upon any other society, or upon 
any clergyman. They are at full liberty to form themselves into 
such a fraternity in obedience to the Lord's will, and with a 
view to secure its appropriate ends. To this they are amply 
competent in themselves, being authorized from the highest po8-> 
stble source ; and it may sometimes be important, for the sake 
of a more.emphatic assertion of Ohristian liberty, to decline any 
other co-operation on the part of laity or clergy from abroad, 
than that of their brotherly sympathies and godd wishes. 
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Supposing then, such a society to be duly formed, it is ob- 
vious that the performance of use, bearing upon the general in* 
terests of the Lord's kingdom, is the great end which they are 
oyer to have in view. The action of such a society is a kind of 
secretion of spiritual nse, just as the secretion of an organ in 
the human body tends to tlie conservation and well-being of the 
whole. And as every particle of every organ contributes its 
share in the elaborating process, so is each individual in such a 
society to furnish his. respective, quota of influence to the per- 
fection of the whole. In this respect they all stand upon an 
equal footing. In the common aim of the whole every member 
has an equal interest. The humblest disciple has as much at 
stake as the highest and most distinguished. His soul is of as 
much importance, his comfort and prosperity in spiritual things 
as much an. object of Divine and angelic care, as that of his 
o.therwise more favored broUier, and he in like manner is under 
equal obligation to study in^ his place and relations the best good 
of the entire body. AH this, be it observed, lies upon the so- 
ciety from its very inception, and prior to the appointment of 
any one or more individuals to what is termed the clerical or 
ministerial office ; for in the nature of the case, the particular 
church or society must be prior to its ministers, just as any civil 
society or government is prior to its officers. In this primitive 
state of things every one is virtually and potentially a minister, 
preacher, or priest, becauise every one is a chuirch in the least 
form. Nor do we see any adequate reason why this prerogative 
should be considered as ever alienable from its rightful subjects. 
The exercise of it may be waived to a greater or less degree un- 
der peculiar circumstances, as when the superior gifts of one, in 
any particular department, may supersede for a time . those of 
another ; but so far as the principle is concerned, we hold it un- 
deniable that every man of the church, from the necessity of 
things, is potentially a minister. And in this matter it is im- 
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portani to kold fast to first principles, for it is here that usurpa- 
tion generally makes its entranee, by falsifying or sophistioating 
some fundamental truth, and making it, thus transformed, the 
basis of a system of tyrannous domination and oppression. 

But it will be asked. Is there no «uoh thing as a distinct 
function of teaching or preaching in the church? Can any- 
thing be more obvious than the scriptural recognition of such a 
function ? And if there ia to be teaching, must there not be 
teachers ? Poes not a function imply functionaries ? If all are 
teachers, where are the taught ? If all ure leaders, where are the 
led ? To this we reply, that diveraity of uses in the liord's 
spiritual body does not necessarily create diversity of grades in 
those who. perform such uses. We acknowledge at. once the 
necesuty of teaching and of teachers in the church*, but we 
deny that this fact lays a foundation for that radical distinction 
of clergy and laity which has. obtained currency throughout 
Christendom, and which has opened a Pandora^s jboz of evils 
and mischiefs to the church of the past. The church of the 
present and the future is not a ehurch in'representatives^.but in 
realities. The substantial things which the priesthood repre- 
sented are now eiijoyed by the general body of Christians, and 
being diffused throughout the whole of that body, they cannot 
bb appropriated or monopolissed by any one class. Vet a variety 
of spiritual gifts^ is requisite in building up the body, and cer- 
tain gifts pertain .to some which confer a special ability on the 
score of teaching and leading. Their gifts and endowments are 
perceived by the society to be adapted to t^eir exigencies, and 
they receive and acknowledge them in this relation. They do 
not confer %ny power upon them : they do not, strictly speak- 
ing, appoint them ; they simply aoknowledge them as qualified, 
and thereby designated by the Lord himself to offi<Hate in this 
capacity in the performance of a use which theit states render 
requisite. Such individuab fsjl into the centre, instead of the 
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ciroamferenoe, as a matter of canne, and in an orderly state of 
things it is jost as nataral that their peculiar province should be 
recognized and acknowledged as that the eorporeal system at 
large shoidd acknowledge the all-pervading and sustaining action 
of the heart. But we see nothing in all this that necessarily 
constitntes then^ a permanently distinct class, invested with any 
kind of role or authority other than that which emanates from 
the truths they communicate. They are to the whole society 
what a particular organ is to the whole human body* To the 
eye, for instance; pertains the functions of sedng, but it cannot 
see apart from the body to which it belongs. So with the ear, 
the nose, the tongue. They all have .their several uses in the 
bodily economy, but they are not on this account in any manner 
disHfict from the body. So in like manner the use or function 
of teaching or preaching in Christian societies does not consti- 
tute a distinct grade or order in such societies, discriminated 
horn the mass as the dergy are now supposed to be discriminated 
from the laUy — a distinction which we have endeavored to show 
to be unfounded. 

We are well aware how difficult it will be for many of our 
readers to rest in our conclusion, that there may be a distinction 
in use which does not amount to a distinction in office, or rather 
in official order or caste. Nor are we sure that we can make 
our idea any more intelligible by expansion or illustration. If 
it does not strike the mind with somewhat of an intuitive per* 
ception, it will not probably be apprehended after pages of 
elaborate exposition. We would say, however, that by the dis- 
tinct order or office of the clergy in the church, we mean an 
order wkick perpetuates itself by some special form of ordination 
or inauguration, wherein the body of the church, or the laity ^ as 
they are termed, have no share. That such an order of men, 
whether called priests, clergymen, or ministers, was designed to 
exist in the Christian church 19 what we venture to deny ; while 
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at the same time we freely admit and strennoiisly maintain that 
there is a fanction of teaching which is to be discharged hj those 
who have the requisite qualifications therefor. If these two 
propositions are deemed inconsistent with and destructive of 
each other, so it must be. In our Tiew they are not. 



, § 16. Who mayprodaim the Gospd. 

The function of teaching in a wider sense, or of preaching or 
proclaiming the gospel as jan evangelist or missionary to the 
world at large, we would place on the broad graund of a gen-, 
era] right of all men to utter and enforce by argument such sen* 
timents aS' they may entertain on any subject whether secular or 
sacred. Especially, if no exceptions are taken to the senti- 
ments themselves, there can be no just exceptions taken to the 
most free, and unreserved expression of them by their holders. 
This open and free declaration of opinion is the more legitimate 
import of the word preachy which is derived from a root expres- 
sive of the office of 9k public crier j aprodaimer^ or herald of tid- 
ings whether good or bad. When the tidings are good it is 
gospely another name for th^ good news, par eminencey of the 
kingdom of heaven, and we would ask how much ecclesiastical 
authority one requires to empower him to declare the glad tid- 
ings of the kingdom, especially when we learn that every one to 
whom the message comes is to be an echo to its gracious bur- 
den ; '^ And the Spirit and the^ride say. Come. And let Mm 
that heareth sayy Come, And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely." Is not this i^^sufficient commission ^* 

• "Every faithful preacher of the Gospel, in fulfilling the will of Christ, 
claims to be considered ia invested with a necessary ministerial atdhority; 
an authority simply and entirely resulting from the message which he pro-' 
miilgates and the command which hefalfilB ; an authority under which the 
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The origin, then, We contend, of the ministry in ihe chnrch 
is in the exigencies of the church. The office ia necessarily created* 
by the spiritual demands of the members. Certain gifts are in 
requisition, and the possession of tho gifts, together with the^ 
genuine lore of the use, is the warrant for their exercise. The 
true ministerial function i» therefore intrinsitoUy prior to all 
ordination administered by man, for we. are now in quest of the 
•> ■ I , ■ I .11 I ■ 

Ghiistian erangelifit goes forth to execnie a commusion extending to all 
nations, and to every individual of every nadon nnder heaven ; a moral or 
rather spiritual authority, distinct from tilie paetoral jurisdiction, which 
rests upon particular rdations originating in appointment and choice ; dis- 
tinct from whatsoever has its source in the wiU of man ; and attaching to 
whomsoever, as the bearer of the evangelical message, we may regard as the 
organ of Christ. The mmiatry is of necessity one in kind : it must, there- 
fore, as regards the discharge of it by any individual, be either that of * the 
Spirit of truth,* or of 'the Spirit of error;* it is either efficient, as the 
preaching of Christ, or it is wholly inefficient and unauthorized. Official 
designation, ecclesiastical dignity, can malce no difference in the character 
of the miolstry exercised by any man in the Church of Christ. The hum- 
blest self-constituted teacher, who is possessed of the appropriate creden- 
tials of the ministerial character, in the purity of his doctrines,, the success 
of his labors, and the unblemished tenor c^ his life, is invested with an 
authority to which no drcumstantial ad<fitaments of human appointment 
are requisite to impart validity; it requires no sanction from man, for with 
man it does not originate. A preacher may be undeniably deficient in 
some of those subsidiary qualifications which constitute a natural Jitness 
for the office of teacher; but the capacity for preaching the truth of Christ, 
so as to fulfil the purposes of the Christian ministry, is, let it never be for- 
gotten, a spiritual capacity; and where this is possessed, it is in vain, and 
worse than in vain, ibr us to withhold our recognition of tjie essential 
character and authority of the Christian minister as existing in that indi- 
vidual, how humble soever his station or his acquirements. With the ut- 
nK>8t propriety such a man may appeal to those to whose consciences he has 
been commended by the efficacy of his pious labors : ' Jf I be not * a min- 
ister ' unto others, yet doubtiess I am to you ; for the seal of my' ministry 
'are yein the Lord.^ "— Cbni^r** FratetL Non^GfmfMrm. vol 1 166. 

10* 
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manner in which the very first ministtt bedbmes sieh. We are 
endeavoring to re-mount to the pilmo^rimitive soarce of a 
oharch ministry. We have seen that it i^ merel^one form of 
that complex of uses which pertains to a society of OBrbtians. 
It is a use of serving rather than of ruling. A minisler is a 
servant y and not a lord or master ; this is the very meaning of 
the term. But the servioa of the ehurch is multiibrtn, and so is 
the ministry. As every meifih^rhas a service to. perform, so he 
has a ministry to discl^ge, and nothing would be more. perni- 
cious than to regard the employment of a teaching minister as 
carrying with it a supersedeas to bSl other forms of spiritual 
service. 



§ 17. Does thiS' View infringe the Principles of true 
Order? 

But here* we dan easily foresee that the claims of order will be 
urged. Is it not opening the dooivto CQufusion and every evil 
work to concede such license *on the ^core of preaching or 
teaching ? WUl h' not be a grievous infractitfh of ordfer and a 
serious periling of the best interests of the churdh if th^ seal of 
sanctity be taken off from the clerical office, and the current 
distinction between clergy and lajty virtually done away ? As 
the office is a public office and the good name and well-being of 
the church is at stake, should there not be an express authority 
conferred before any one assumes to hims^f ihe responsibility 
of the function ? Does not j^he church need protection against 
the* inroads of false teachers and unwotthy re{iresi6ntatives ? 
Our answer to this will suggest itself from the tenor of what 
goes before. The question foU'ly arises, if our premises are 
sound, where the authority sought resides. As the office of 
teaching grows directly out of the wants of* a society, and itd 
authority lies in its use, the existence of a mmistry cannot de- 
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« 

pend upon an«intecedent ordaining clergy any more than an e&et 
can re -act and re-produce its cause. The ministry of a society 
ant^^dates that of an order of clergy pertaining to the church 
at large,* granting for the present that such an order may exist. 

If Uie yiew now presented l>e still thought to be pregnant 
with evil results, it behooves us to look well to the remedies 
proposed and see whether they may not, in the long run, inyojye 
greater evils than those they ar& intended to euroi or prevent. 
This they will surely do if they conflict with genuine order and 
virtually deny first principleis of truth or freedom. It is not 
unusual to hear it said that persotis not duly inducted should not 
be aUotoed to officiate in the ministry. But who is authorized 
to prevent theiti, And whence can^e the power ? What are the 
credentials shown for it } Is not every man at liberty to utter 
his. sentiments on any subject that he deems of moment to his 
fellow-men, and even if those sentiments should be intrinsically 
erroneous or mischievous, are not the evils incident to A restrain- 
ing power greater than any that Qould flow from the most un- 
limited freedom of speech } So we sometimes hear men talk 
about certain portions of the human race not being fit for civil 
freedom. But w&ence arOse the right of one portion of' man- 
kind to judge for another on this score ? Does not God create 

. all men free ? How has it happened that one class of men 
deems itself entitled to sit in judgment on the capacity of an- 
other to enjoy the birthright with which the Creator endowed 
them ? And how can they restrict this right without injustioe 
and oppression i We do not of course say that all. men are 
equally prepared to use civil freedom without abusing it, btit we 
do say that this fact does not annul the original right, and that 

' the evils of usurped coercion are greater in the final issue t^an 
those of self-asserted liberty. 

So in the matter before us. We know of no authority, no 
tribunal, which is emppwered to restrain the exercise of any 
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man's freedom in the proclamation of what lie regards as trnths > 
of the most solemn import. If such a prompting proceed from 
the workmg of genuine neighhorlj love it will act in wisdom /ind 
will be acknowledged by those endowed with spiritual percep- 
tion, for wisdom is justified of her children. If the voice of the 
shepherd is heard m such a man, the sheep will tarn towards 
him, but not otherwise, for they do not know the Toice of a 
stranger. But men are as free in the matter oi hearing as of 
speaking. No one can be compelled to hear what he does not 
wish to hear, or what, upon hearing once, he does not wish to 
hear again. If an individual assuming to be of the church 
preaches a doctrine at variance with her truths, there is no 
remedy but in the sounder views which it may. eftcounter in the 
minds of the hearers, and in the rectlfieatiens of time and Pro- 
vidence. In the end truth will eliminate and vindicate itself 
from the perversions of error, and though the injury done in the 
mean time in the name of the church is to be regretted, yet the 
violent suppression of an inborn right vrould be still more to be 
deplored. On the whole, thei^fore, the evils resultiug by possi- 
bility from this source do not strike us as being so formidable as 
might appear to a slight reflection. Human prudence is prone 
to multiply the fancied safeguards of truth, when in fact it is 
most effectually panoplied by its own inherent might. 

The foregoing train of remark does, if we mistake not, de- 
velope somewhat of the^nature andi design of the Christian min- 
istry. It is not an office of ruling, except so far as truth itself 
is of a ruling nature when presented to the mind. It is simply 
one form of the multif^ious uses which are requisite to the 
building up of the church in the goods and truths of the Ldrd'is 
kiqgdom, and one, too, as we conceive, which was never in- 
tended to be made so completely paramount to every other use as 
it has^come to be in the Christian world at large. It was never 
designed to be erected into an institution which should tttanil 
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complete by itself as a ^tnal hierarehj. That such has been 
the case we attribute to the subtle working, in all deceivable* 
ness of unrighteousness, of tiie loye of dominion which haa 
never found a more congenial abode than in the bosom of the 
clergy. Th]3 spirit will never lack logic to justify its usurpa- 
tions, and its proion pseudoSj its fundamental Mnty, will ever be 
found to lie in asserting a radical distinction between the dergy 
and the lait^y whereas if this sophism is exposed the whole sys- 
tem receives a death-blow and totters to its fidl. We would not 
be understood by this as involving the clergy of the present day 
in the odium of devising and consciously upholding a system of 
sacerdotal dominion. Far from it. We be&eve them to be 
conscientious and well-intentioned men, aiming to do the will 
of Ood in sincerity, and we impute their error to too readOy 
taking for granted the soundness of opinions and Usages which 
have come down to them by inheritance, and which, from their 
being so seldom questioned, they have found little reason to 
doubt. 



§ 18. Prospective Anticipations. 

We cannot for ourselves but indulge the hope that the church 
win eventually develope an entirely new order of things in this 
respect, and that while every thing essential to the ministry 
will be retained, everything factitious wiU be discarded. How, 
otherwise, can any sign of promise be i^ad in the church's 
future ? As to an adequate supply of regularly and cancbically 
ordained ministers . for the various church societies spread over 
the length and breadth of the land, who shall receive their sup- 
port from such societies, it surely is now and must be for a long 
time to come wholly out of the question. There is beginning 
to be an alarming^deficit of clergymen — alarming, we mean, to 
all those who look upon the clergy, as we do not, as the very 
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bone and bulwark of the chnrcb. Tbe prevailing spirit of 
worldliness, or tbe bigber prizes of otber walks of Ufe, is con- 
tinually tbinning tbe ranks of tbe candidates for tbe ministry — 
whicb, bowcTcr, bad probably better be tbin if sueb motives can 
make tbem so. Now for ourselves we do not regard tbis as in 
itself a circumstance to be deeply dreaded by tbe cburcb, bow- 
ever it may be witb otbers. It will tbrow ber upon ber own re- 
sources — ^upon ber lay resources. Sbe will be forced to w^an 
berself from tbat dependence upon tbe ministry wbicH bas been 
so mucb tbe bane of Cbristendom. Altbougb it is unquestion- 
able tbat tbe man of tbe cburcb is at tbis day to be built up 
mainly by reading, yet tbe inveterate prepossessions in regard 
to tbe stated ministry are continually tending to reli^x and 
paralyze individual action and to beget an unconscious reliance 
upon a substituted agency in matters of religion. Tbe latent 
impression is almost inevitable, tbat as the minister or pastor is 
paid fpr bis services, tbe entire conduct of tbe religious affairs 
of tbe society is devolved upon bim, and tbat tbe duties of tbe 
rest are discharged by contributing their due proportion to bis 
support, and sitting witb exemplary regularity under bis preach- 
ing from Sabbath to Sabbath. As a general fact men are about 
as willing to pay to be excused, as ibey are to ^a/y to be ex- 
cused, from th&<luties which make somewhat of a stringent de- 
mand upon the inner man. 

The true policy is doubtless for every society to act for itself 
in tbe circumstances in which it is placed. Let each one resolve, 
in dependence on Divine aid, to be no longer embarrassed by 
that grand let and hindrance which is to be found in the exhor- 
bitant views entertained of the ministry as a kind of sim qua 
non as mucb to the being as tbe well-being of the church. So- 
cieties have, from traditional teachings, taken up the idea tbat a 
settled and salaried preacher is an indispensably element in every 
3uch body, and that there can bd no such thing as a lay circum- 
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ference witbomt a clerical ccBtre. Ndw we do not hesitate to say 
that the sooner thb idea is got rid of the better. If every truly 
good man is a church in the least form ^ any number of receivers 
associated according to the laws of the Lord's kingdom is no less 
a church in a larger fbrm, and oompetent to the performance of 
all the appropriate Uses of such a body. That it is possible in 
such circumstances for self-complacent and aspiring spirits, 
^^ loving to have the pre-eminence^" to thrust themselves for- 
ward to the disparagement of worthier men, must indeed be ad- 
mitted. But the true remedy for this is the cultivation of the 
true spirit of the churfih, which is a spirit of modesty, of self- 
distrust, of retiring humility, while at the fiame time it is a spirit 
that shrinks not &om any plainly enjoined duty or service of 
use. Contingent evils ought not to be allowed to bear down and 
frustrate divinely instituted goods. ^^ It is not always those,." 
says the objector, " who think themselves qualified and who 
have a desire to preach, who are qualified. It is often not a 
spiritual love of use that prompts such desire, but sometimes a 
mere love of display ^ or a high opinion of one's own intelligence, 
or the desire of distinction which is at the bottom." Granted, 
but what then ? Are there not those who have a true love of 
use, and who are not prompted by the corrupt motives here re- 
cited ; and shall they be precluded from a sphere of useful 
action in the Lord's church, because others may prostitute that 
service to the ends of vain glory > Is it, moreov^*, just to in- 
sinuate of such men who are drawn to this province of action 
by interior promptings of pure character, that they afe self-ap- 
pointed if they enter upon it witii the full concurrence of their 
brethren without passing thfough the prescribed church forms 
of clerical inauguration, which perhaps ihey could not do with- 
out xsompromising some of tha elearefttimd most sacred convic- 
tions of their own minds ? 
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§ 19. The Clerical System especially, out qf place among 
the Congregationalists, 

It may be deduced from all that lias been said, that if any 
ecclesiastical institution or arrangement separates, or has a ten- 
dency to sep&rate, the body of belierers into two diistinct classes, 
and to assign to one class a privilege or character which the other 
may not claim, then is the design of the gospel not answered, 
nor are some of its most important truths practically recognized. 
To point out the many particulars, in which tire separation of 
believers (if such they can be called) is e£fected in the Episco- 
pal church, would be superfluous ; for that church is avowedly 
governed by a priesthood, and " the clergy " and " the laity " are 
distinguished by the broadest possible line of demarcation. The 
whole prayer-book acknowledges the priest in all its ritual, by 
rubricks and sentiments borrowed from the papacy. Amongst 
the Congregationalists all this is softened and modified ; and in- 
deed, as to any acknowle%ed canon of church government, the 
piiest has altogether disappei^ed from their churches ; but still, 
as the ordained minister is a spiritual representative for the peo- 
ple in their order of worship, and sustains the whole part him- 
self, and as the people are as inactive as if they existed not, we 
must confess, that according to those views which we have en- 
deavored to set forth, he is to all substantial purposes thekr 
priest. The settled minister, on the Lord's day — on that day 
alone oii which all the brethren can meet together — ^is the sole 
person that visibly accomplishes the worship of God : no one 
but he speaks ; no one but he prays ; and this is invariably 
the case all the year round. If therefore all th^ brethren have 
indeed entered into the holiest of all, they none of them may 
open their mouths there ; but have chosen one to do that for 
the whole church, which they dare not, or cannot, or will not, do 
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for themselves. If. the Congregationalists rinoerely wished to 
establish suoh a mode of proceeding in their churches, as we 
may gather from the Scriptures was the practice in the fin^ sera, 
and of which the general bearing is evident enough, though some 
of the particulars may still be uncertain, they would forthwith 
allow at least a plurality of ministers, and indeed concede a lib- 
erty of ministry to all those who are '^ taught by the Lord ;" 
and it would be open to all the brethren to impart according to 
their gift and light suoh exhortation, admonition, or doctrix^e, as 
they might judge to be for the edification to the church. But it 
it is not so ; and any expostulation with them regarding the ex- 
isting state of things, is received as an act of hostility, and re- 
sented as a mischievous attempt to create disorder and confu- 
sion, and to introduce a controversy of discord in a quiet house. 
The truth, nevertheless, must be plainly stated, that the estab- 
Ibhed order of worship in tke prevailing churches is not scrip- 
tural ; a plurality of ministers is not there tolerated ; the breth- 
ren, who may have the gift, are neither desired nor allowed to 
address the church ; the whole task of instruction is consigned 
to one individual, regularly educated and salaried for the work, 
and no attempt is made to encourage the expression of that 
spiritual erudition which ^assuredly is possessed by many a pious 
layman, who, tiirough the instructions of divine grace, has 
hived up a store of profitable doctrine and wholesome experi- 
ence, but which he carries with him to the grave, locked and 
sealed up in his own bosom, unknown and unappreciated by his 
brethren, because it has been the traditional etiquette of the sect, 
that the lip^ of one priest should " keej> knowledge," and that 
^^ the people should seek the, law at his mouth.". The effect has 
been to reduce the priesthood of the whole body to a naked 
theory, and make that a mere idea abstracted from anything 
practical or tangible, which was intended to be a gOTeming prin- 
ciple of the church on earth. 

11 
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When one person is exalted, it follows of necessity that others 
must be depressed ; and, as the exaltfttion of a minister is with 
reforence to spiritual matters, it follows also that the depression 
of those itfound him is a spiritual depression. And thus it is in 
some dissenting churches at present. The people, who consti- 
tute the church, " look up to their pastor " with a spirit of obe- 
dience and expectancy, which, though, in particular cases, 
created by a defective system, it may be advantageous, is, on the 
whole injurious ; inasmuch as it abases the privileges of the 
church, and is little fevorable to the full growth of believers set 
before them in the gospel, '^ the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ," which should be th& aim of all those ^ho 
desire to be lively portions oif th^ living temple. 



§ 20. EvU eff^ecfts of tTie Distinction in question. 

The undoubted tendency of the actual arrangement, is to 
beget inactivity amongst the people when, they feel that they 
have a spiritual delegate in whose hands are .placed those 
large and responsible duties which are supposed to attach to 
the ministerial office. Many tiiere are who can thus find a 
ready excuse for their own lack of zeal : they think i^eir pastor 
carries the keys of the church, and to him, therefore, they con- 
sign their spiritual energies, as if he were a general praxy for sU 
the people in their works of faith and labors of love. What 
multitudes of churdh members might be numbered who take no 
persona^ interest in the operations of the church ! How many 
are there who content themselves with the external aots of wor- 
ship and a formal attendance on ordinances, leaving all the rest 
to the minister, or to any one that chooses to undertake that 
which they will not touchwith one of their little fingers ! But with 
these notions there are other evils also ; for to ihis source may be 
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traced frequent discontent amongst the members, and bitter sor- 
row to many a worthy and laborious pastor. Great and numer- 
ous are the duties expected of a minister, and large are the ideas 
entertained of the limits of his office ; and yet, if he does not 
fill u|^ the complement of all the: impossible toil imposed upon 
him, he too often falls into discredit with his people, for not 
doing that which isannot be done. 

The study and preparation expected for the pulpit ; the pas- 
toral visits ; the attention to the particular spiritual cases of in- 
dividuals ; the schools ^ the prayer-meetings ; the church-meet- 
ings ; the public meetings, and aU the rest of the complicated 
machinery of operative religion, impose a we^t and multipli- 
city of oases on the shoulders of some pastors, which none but 
Atlantean shoulders could sustfun ; and yet if the minister neg- 
lects any part of these enormous duties, which a mistaken 
theory has apportioned to him, he is in jeopardy of forfeiting the 
esteem of some of his flock, as he too often discovers, to his no 
small discomfort and sorrow. To use a curious expression of a 
deep thinker, V he is a system and not a man ;" circumstances 
have given him a character which rightly belongs to a society 
and not to ao^individual ; but neither he nor the church under- 
stands the difficulty of the case, the hidden cause of the diffi- 
culty, nor its Only possible remedy. The theory of the parish 
priest perplezea the views and confuses the judgments both of 
pastor and people, and as each pBjtj argues on an erroneous 
axiom, it is no wonder that the deduction of each should be 
fiiulty. The people too often think their pastor careless and 
inattentive ; the pastor iM)t unfi^uently considers his people 
unjust and unreasonable. . ^ 
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OEAPTEB V. 



GENERAL RESULTS. 

We have now exhibited, in somewhat strong relief, the most 
important passages usoally cited as a£brding a warrant for the 
institution of a priesthood or clergy, comprising an order of men 
distinct from the so-called , laity. To onr own mind the proof 
from the inspired Word is titterly wanting of the intended ex- 
istence of any such class of men in the Christian ohnrch, and 
we do not therefore hesitate to consider the whole sacerdotal 
ord!er, as at present established in Christendom, as a stupendoils 
falsity, replete with tendencies of the most pernicious character 
to the interests of the Lord's kingdom. We ar6 constrained by 
what we consider the strictest logical necessity, to deny the val- 
idity of the claims set up in behalf of a -separate clerical caste, 
while, at the same time, we leave intact a leading Or teaching 
function in^ the church, and one, too, that is to be exercised by 
the men of the church. There is a true ministry — not clergy 
— ^in the Lord's church on the earth, consisting of those who^ in 
accordance with the representative character of the ancient Le- 
vites, are possessed of the endowments of spiritual love, enlight- 
ened intelligence, and active charity, which shall enable them to 
exercise a kindly pastoral office towards the lambs of the flock 
that naturally turn to their feeding hand. Every other form of 
priesthood we are forced to regard not only as an anti-chnstian 
usurpation, but as having the effect of an organic hypertrophy 
in the Lord's mystical body. By attracting to itself -an over- 
measure of vital influx, it will rob the other portions of the 
system of their due share of spiritual innervation, and a paralysis 
of tha members will be very ce^in to ensue. How much of 
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enlightdoed discernment, indeed^ is even now requisite in order 
to perceive that the broad line of distinctipn held to exist be- 
tween clergy and laitj, acts disastrously upon the intwior life 
of the church hf discharging the great mass of its members 
^om that degree of responsibility which properly pertains to 
every one without exception ? What is more evident than that 
the fact of having an individual 8alaried.and set apart to preside 
over the spiritual interests of a society, operates as a release to 
the bulk of the members from any duty but that of punctually 
paying- their subscription and sitting devoutly in their seats from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, receiving with quiet assent whatever is 
dealt out to them. The practical working of the system is pre- 
cisely such as to confirm the drift of our theoretical objections. 
It goes all along on the assumption that the actual work essen- 
tial to the building up of the church is to be performed, not by 
the body collectively, but by a particular class acting as proxies 
for the i^est. If we make the andogy of the human body the 
criterion in this mattor, it would be ius if all the organs and 
viscera of the trunk should unite ii^ feeing the brain to perform 
their functions for them, while they should enjoy an exemption 
from their appropriate work. Is it possible for any one who is 
accessible tp tr^th to avoid seeing that this cannot be consistent 
jwith a tr^e Pivine order ? That order is. well expressed by the 
apostle of the Gentiles. /^ From whom the >whole body fitly 
joined together and compacted by that which every joint sup- 
plieth, according to the effectual workin|[ in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body to the edifying of itself 
in love.'^ This is the true model of a Christian church or so- 
ciety, and the. ends of such an institution c^ never.be frilly 
realized.till there be a return i&om the present to the primitive 
order. 

The precepts and intimations of the apostolic epistles may 
serve at least as documentary evidepce of a historical kind, of 

11* 
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the light in which this matter was viewed in, the primitive 
church. " God hath tempered the body together, having given 
more abondant honor to that part which lacked; that there 
shoald be no schism in the body ; hti;t that the memhirs should 
have the same care one for (mothtr?'* ( 1 Cor. xii. 24, 25.) " Breth- 
ren, if a man be overtaken in a fanlt, ye, whick are spirittMl^ re- 
store such an one in the spirit of meekness f^onBidering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted." (Q-al. vi. 1, 2.) Whoever was 
spiritual might feel this a command to him to exercise a kindly 
office of charity in restoring one who had unfortunately lapsed 
from his uprightness. Each was to bear the other's bur- 
dens. Again, " Now, we exhort you, brethren^ warn them 
that are unruly, comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak, 
be patient toward all men." (1 Thess. v. 14.) Brethren are 
here exhorted to warn, comfort, and support each other — a very. 
principal feature of wlutt is considered as the pastor's peculiar 
work. " Wherefore comfort yourselves, and edify one another ^ 
even as also ye do." {Id. v. 11.) Passages of this nature 
might be largely multiplied, but it is unnecessary. The gifts 
and services of the brethren are not to be superseded, in. a pro- 
per church arrangement, by those of the clerical rank. The 
feeblest brother has as deep an interest in the general spiritual 
life of the society as the strongest. It is In fact the duty of 
every Christian man to edify, warn, support, and comfort his 
brethren according to opportunities ofiered, and that upon the 
ground of a common concern in the i^iritual well-being of the 
body. 

The early Christians, or those of the first century, never for 
a moment supposed that there was any priest remaining in the 
true service and worship of God, excepting Him only 'who had 
*' entered in once into the holy place and so had obtained eter- 
nal redemption for them." They never tiiought that the 
preachers and teachers of the gospel were priests; that they 
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were an evangeiiciil tribe of Brahmins who had taken place of 
tiie Levites ; that of these new priests some were '* Lords " over 
others, some '^ Arch Lords," some ^' Most Beverend,'' some 
" Bight Beverend," some " Very Beverend ;" but all, from the 
greatest to the least, Reverend : they never imagined that the 
body of believers were to be divided into two Masses, one called 
*^ the clergy," and the others *' the laity ;" that the clergy were 
to be worshiped and paid by the lajty ; were to be men of edu- 
cation and leisure ; a caste of separated Beverends, dressed in 
sable garments, and feeding the inferior '' laity " with grace and 
pardon. This, we repeat, is no where intimated in the New 
Testament ; not a syllable can be extracted from the Scriptures 
to prove the doctrine of clergy and laity ; for the Acts of the 
Apostles and the Epistles know only of teachers and preachers 
elected by the people, whilst all. the Christian people, men and 
women, are reputed, in Holy Writ, the elect fraternity, the 
royal priesthood, crowned and anointed under Christ theLi* com- 
mon head. 

Tradition, however, supplies the deficiency, and has taught us 
that the church very soon fell into oblivion of its privileges, and 
returned with avidity to those things which had been destroyed. 
In the sepond century, the eleoted teachers began to utter 
strange propositions of the priestly functions of the Gospel 
ministry, and in the third century, the pontifical heresy had 
made rapid advances to maturity. 

It would be no difficult matter to suggest a variety of causes 
that were operative in working this departure from the standard 
of primitive simplicity and purity, biit let it suffice to advert to 
one ; to wit, the tendency to. objecHvenesSy which is inherent in 
the human mind : in other words, a craving for some visible ob- 
ject for the senses to settle on. If the glory of Christ, in his 
priestly office, is duly exhibited, it can be contemplated by faith 
alone ; for we can show believers neither priest, sacrifice, altar^ ^ 
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mercj-«eat, sweetHsmelling incensey Aor temple of any sort. 
Hence our Lord pronounced a memorable blessing on those who 
should not be able to see, and yet shonld believe. This inTisi- 
ble glory is great beyond description, for its clearness, beai^y, 
atd consolation to those who have been taught the faith by the 
spirit of truth ; but, to carnal mind^^ it is an abstract intangiUe 
doctrine, without one drachm of sads&ction or sembknoe of 
reality ; it affords no soVt of pleasure, comfort, or strength, to 
the soul of a mere nominal Christian, and is as little beloved by 
him as any of the dry propositions of Euclid. But a visible 
priesthood, with power and parade, o£GKnating within the perime* 
ter of holy riails, at altars of gold or marble, s^d mimicking 
mediation with divers well-contrived ceremojues and ^bows of 
intercession, is gross food for the natural maar, and such as his 
coarse palate does exceedingly relish. The natural mHiU has am 
appetite for quails ; manna is disgusting to him ^ he is always 
lusting for flesh in the wilderness ; and hence priestcraft is ami- 
able to all mankind, till its arts of rapacity and oppression reur 
der it an intolerable burden. Nothing but the Gospel, therefore^ 
can save mankind from this all-devouring evil, which has as con- 
stant a tendency to return on society ,^ as the sea to invade the 
banks of Holland ; and to bring back its tribe of nu>n8ters over 
the goldeu harvests of a blessed agricnlture^ Oui; Lord is ex- 
alted in heaven to rescue mankind from priests : all that came 
before hun were thieves and robbers, and every priest that has 
followed after him, is, by. his office, an enemy of tihie tanith,4md 
a soldier of the great army of Antichrist. — 

It is doubtless inucb more 'consonant to i&e dictuktes of die 
natural man to purchase exemp^on from self-denying duUea at 
the price of one's annual subscription to the support of a sub- 
stitute, than to go forward and dischaige them in person,, espe- 
cially when their dischar^ implies, in ^rder to the best effect, 
that a prevaiUngly spirituaJi state of mind shall.be sedulously cul- 
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tivated. Acoordinglj noihiDg is more obvious than the air of 
easy unconcern with which the mass of Ohristians occupy theur 
seats in the sanctuary on the Sabbath, and pass on through the 
week, devolving all care of the interests of the church on the 
spiritual stipendiary who takes them in trust This is undoubt* 
edly a necessary result of the system in vogue, and therefore we 
do not speak of it reproachfully in reference to any to whom 
our remarks may apply. They have been educated and have 
grown up under the system, and a thousand influences have 
been operating to prevent the suspicion of a wrong in it. They 
accordmgly act as is most natural under the circunistances 
While an external priesthood is recognized in the church, it 
will not do to have the office rcQiain a sinecure. The people 
ptfy the priests for assuming the care of their souls, and why 
should they do themselves the work which they bargain with an* 
other to do in their stead ? The fact is, the evil can never be 
reached but by striking at the fundamental fidsity on which the 
whole rests, to wit, a distinct priestly or clerical order. This is 
an. institute which, in its present form, is to be traced back 
proximately to the corruptioua of the Boman Catholic Church, 
of which the spirit of hierarchy is the animating soul. That 
the great reformer, Luther, had a very clear perception of this 
is evident f^om the following passage in his ^^ Letter addressed 
to tjie Bohemian Brethren z 

, , * .^^ Let that rock stand to you unshaken — that, in the 
New Testament, of priest extemiuly anointed there is none, 
neither can be : but if there b« any, they are masks and idols, 
because they have neither example nor prescription of this their 
vanity, nor any word in Gospels or Epistles of the Apostles ; 
but they have been erected and introduced by the mere inven- 
tion of men, as Jeroboam did in Israeli. For a priest, in the 
New Testament, is not made, but born ; not ordained, but 
raised up ; and he is bom, not by the nativitv of the flesh, but 
of soirit that is, of water and the spitit in the laver of regen- 
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efation. And all Ghristians are altogether priests, and all 
priests are Ohristlans ; and let it be anathema to assert that 
there is any otLer priest than he who is a Christian ; for it will 
be asserted without the word of God, on no authority but the 
sayings of men, or the aptiqulty of custom, or the multitude of 
those who think so. . . . Christ was neither shaven nor anointed 
with oil to be made a priest ; wherefore neither is it enough for 
any follower of Christ to be anointed to become a priest, but he 
must have something far different ; which when he shall have, 
he will have no need of oil and shaving. So that you may see 
that the bishops orred sacrilegiously whUst ^y make their ordi- 
nations so necessary that without these tbey deny that any one 
can become a priest, although he is most holy, as Christ him- 
self; and again, that a priest may be made by them, although he 
be more wicked than Nero or Sardanapalus. Bv which what else 
do they than deny that Christ is a priest with his Christians ? 
for whUst they discharge their abominable o£Eice, they make no 
one a priest unless he first deny that he is a priest, and so bv 
that very circumstance, while they make a priest, they in truth 
remove him from the priesthood. . . . The niiinistr^ of the word 
is common to all Christians ; that one passage (1 ret. ii.) estab- 
lishes it : ' Te are a royal priesthood that ye may show forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into hi» ma.r- 
vellous light.' I beseech you, who are they that are called out 
of darkness into his marvellous light } Are they only anointed 
and ordained priests ? or are they not aM Christians ? . But Peter 
not only gives them the liberty, but commands them to declare 
the praises of God, which certainly is nothing else than to 
preach the word of God. . , . . As there is no other showing 
forth of the praises of God in the ministry of the Word than 
that common to all,sojthere is no other priesthood than a spirit- 
ual one, also common to all, which Peter hath here described. 
.... Therefore it hath now been sufficiently confirmed most 
strongly and clearly, Jbhat the ministry of the Word is the chief 
office in the church, altogether unique, and yet common to all 
Chriitians^ not only by the right but also of command \ where- 
foi^ tha priesthood also must needs be both excellent and com- 
mon ; so that against these divine lightnings of God's word of 
what avail are infinite fathers, innumerable councils, everlasting 
usages, and the multitude of the whole world .^" See. App. A. 
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This is brnvely said, though it hu seldom found an echo in 
later days, nor are we by any means confident that the heroic 
Wirtemberger always spea^ in his' writings on this subject in 
the same strain. But that is immaterial. He saw then what 
we see no^^ that the priesthood of the Roman Church is the 
grand element of its power, and that its power in spiritual 
things is the breath of its nostrils. And though the institution 
exists in all Protestant Churches in a ^atly modified and miti- 
gated form, yet it la to this source that its origin is to be traeed, 
and it is nex^; to impossible to diyest it altogether of its inherent 
tendencies towards the btiIs of hierarchy and the other forms of 
abuse to which we have adverted. 

While frankly enouncing these sentiments we are perfectly 
aware of the light in which they will be viewed by the majority 
of the men of the church. They will look upon it as requiring 
nearly as much hardihood to deny a visible clergy in the church, 
as to deny the existence of the church itself. They will feel 
that a sad havoc is made of all their traditionary and cherished 
associations relative to the church, the ministry, the Sabbath, 
the worship of Ood, and indeed everything sacred ; and they 
win be prompted to put the question, whether we really mean 
quUe so much as our words would seem to import. Assuredly 
we do ; and we will thank any man to designate the point at 
whicli we can connstenihf stop short of our present position pro- 
vided our premises are sound. If there is no external priest- 
hood known in the Lord's ohureh, what authority is there for a 
clergy ? We find it not, and therefore state our conclusions 
without reserve. No hesitation have we in saying that in the 
truest and purest state of the church on earth, no other than a 
spiritual priesthood or clergy will be known, and what. that is 
has been sufficiently unfolded in our previous remarks. It is a 
priesthood and a clergy which exists in an utter non-recognition 
of the distinction between them and the laity» These classes, 
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di8 oontra-distingoished from each other, are wbolly tmkiiowii to 
i just ideal of the church. 

That a multitude of questions should be started as to the 
sequences of such a theory as we have now announced we can 
readily anticipate. Who shall jHropagate the doctrin^ of the 
church ? Whp shall conduct worship, and hoW shall it be done ? 
What will be the. use of churches in such a state of things? 
Or, if we have them, what wQl he the use of a pulpit if there 
be no regularly inducted clergyman to fill it ? That in all these 
respects the adoption of our views would work momentous 
changes in the existing order of things there is no shadow of 
doubt. But of sudden changes we are no adtocates. We have 
too correct a conception of die genius of the Lord's church to 
think of urging abrupt and violent innovations for which the 
states of men are not prepared. We know Tcry well that at 
the present moment they are not prepared to forego a system to 
which they have long been habituated, ai^d therefore we do not 
urge it. We would have changes introduced neither farther nor 
faster than the firm and intelligent convictions of Christian men 
shall call for them. Butswe do not feel ourselves on this ac- 
count precluded from broaching important principles. We hold 
that it is nfv&r too early to give utterance to reformatory ideas. 
Though not at once acted upon^ they are still ac^'?i^ as a secret 
leaven in the minds of men, and in due time will bring forth 
their, proper fruits. This position, we are persuaded, cannot be 
logically controverted, and yet the man who ventures to aet 
upon it must make up his^ mind to do it at his periL^ He will 
not hen<?eforth be regarded as a perfectly sand or safe man. In 
' his reputation he must calculate to pay the penalty always vis- 
ited upon the disturbers of old notions. ^^ The last offence,'' 
says a French author, ^^ forgiven to men is the introduction of a 
new idea." We write under the full force of this conviction. 
The broaching of such ideas, however, though somewhat start- 
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ling at the outset, is less so upon reflection, and as they become 
familiarized to the thought, they assume new aspects, and grad- 
ually conyert themselyes to powerful elements of action. The 
Divine Providence has permitted and still tolerates a^cious 
order of things until his people, in the Exercise of rationality 
and freedom, shall, be prompted to institute a better. Meanwhile 
we should have for ourselves no scruples as to compliance with 
established forms of worship and instruction, so long as we were 
conscious of inwardly upholding no abstradt principle at variance 
with truth. Ministering truth and good to our fellow-men is 
ever > laudable use, and a man in doing it is not called upon 
always to proclaim his conviction that there are things usually 
connected with the fimction involving grave errors and requir- 
ing radical reform. 

Still, we should deem ourselves signally incompetent to the 
discussion of the j>resent subject, were we not fully aware of the 
very great revolution which the realization of our views is cal- 
culated to produce in the conduct of spiritual afE&irs. It is im- 
possible for us to be blind to the ^dt, that the practical doing 
away of the distinction between clergy and laity, would put cu- 
tely a new face on the services of the Sabbath, and' present 
the whole matter of worship in a new light. And what then ? 
What if the Sabbath gatherings of Chrbtian people should par- 
take more of a social character ? What if the principle of mutual 
instruction and edification should replace the present mode, in 
which a single individual conducts the entire routine ? Is not 
such a method of instruction more accordant with the spirit of 
the church than that of professional preaching ? This form of 
teaching was ^ore in place at former periods, prior to the inven- 
tion of printing, when books were few and expensive, and the 
mass of people in Christian countries could neither read nor 
write. In such circumstances, when intelligence was limited, 
and the general habits of thought and speech not adapted to 
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Bostain such a mode of voluntary mutual instructioiL it would 
be more natural that one man should be employed to officiate in 
behalf of a whole assembly. And so long as that was the case, 
the clerical caste undoubtedly performed an important use. But 
in the progress of things, that state of the general Christian 
mind has been outgrown, and a good degree of general compe- 
tency to declare truth prevails. Why then should not those 
who are " of age " have the privilege of doing their own reli- 
gious business ? We graiit that such a mode of procedure 
would be liable to abuses^ just as is every system of polity where 
the freedom of the individual is thoroughly secured. But if 
good is the predominant element in the men of the church, true 
wisdom will not be wanting, and wisdom dwells evermore with 
prudence. The truth, moreover, that is derived from good, is 
always of & prolific or self-multiplying character, so that the 
word will dwell richly in all utterance even in the humbler and 
weaker of the brethren, as they are often accounted. The 
tongue of the stammerer shall speak plain, and as there will be 
few too ignorant to teach, so there will be none too wise to 
learn. 

How is it now ? The trained and professional preacher, 
being suj^ported for this very work, has time to dp vote himself 
to the careful preparation of his discourses, and he will be led, 
of course, to elaborate them in finished style, and by degrees to 
conform them to the most admired models of composition, and 
thus to serve up weekly to his audience an intellectual treat set 
off in all the graces of Tullian or Tertullian eloquence. The 
consequence is, that the mind of the hearer, being accustomed 
to this kind of pulpit entertainment, comes at length to nau- 
seate the plain and homely style of extemporaneous talk among 
brethren. And yet who is not conscious that this kind of com- 
munication takes a deeper hold of the thoughts and affections, 
and exercises more efficient control over the inner man, than 
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the most studied oratorical displays to which one listens with 
mere passiye acquiescence. 

** The cle^r discoiine, md cold «b it Is deari 
Falls soporific oa the UstlesB ear.*^ 

But a change in this respect, in the conduct of pnbfic wor- 
ship, win draw after it a change in the external arrangements 
which the present method has called into requisition. Pulpit 
and priesthood are inseparable ideas ; and pulpit and pews are 
related to each other just as are clergy and laity. It is Tain to 
think of abolishing the distinction in the one case and retaining 
it in the other. The architectural structure of churches is but 
an ultimation of the falsities which we have thus far endeavored 
to expose. The proverbial sanctity of the pulpit piust fall be- 
fore the correction of the errors in which it has originated. 
When the fancied ^^ messenger of heaven and legate of the 
skies " has disappeared, why should not his consecrated stand- 
ing-place vanish with him ? 

But in these circumstances, can the churches themselves, or 
the worship to Which they are dedicated, be permanently re- 
tained ? We doubt if they can, without undergoing the most 
signal alterations. The motive which prompts such alterations 
.will be the enthronement of charity over faith alone, and charity 
can never breathe but in aii atmosphere of use ; and if use be 
the governing principle, it cannot but be a question whether the 
ienormous sums expended upon church buildings, as also in the 
way of salaries to their official occupants, could not be expended 
to far greater advantage to the interests of the Lord's kingdopi 
in multiplying the issues of the press, and in this way propa- 
gating the saving truth of heaven. Plain and moderate build- 
ings, adapted rather to small than to large audiences, and made 
proportionally numerous, will answer all the demands of those 
who recognize the church as composed of '^ living stones" in- 
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atead of polished dead ones, and who would devote to l>enefi- 
cence what they can save from extravagance. 

Whatever, then, goes to make the worship on earth most akin 
to the worship in heaven, onght to be the objcfct aimed at by 
the Lord^s people, in conducting their sabbath services. For 
ourselves, we are firmly in the opinion, that the plan of mutual 
instruction, on a perfectly voluntary basis, is. far better adapted 
to accomplish this end thui the present system, in which a sin- 
gle individual is instar omrdumj or a kind of spiritual fac4ohhm 
to the congregation. How vastly more desirable that each mem- 
ber of a Christian society, according to his measure of gifts, 
should contribute his quota to the general fond of instruction and 
excitation in the spiritual life. Men learn more by the exercise 
of thought, and the putting forth of affection in the effort to 
edify others, than by listening to sermons when their faculties of 
use to others are in abeyance. It is, m9reover, a positive disad- 
vantage that men should have a hired functionary to do their 
thinking for them. The people actually need, for their own 
spiritual health, a great part of the intellectual exercise from 
which their ministers now relieve them. Adult Bible and doc- 
trinal classes are now to a great extent conducted on this plan, 
and nothing is more evident than their tendency to develope 
amopg the mass of members all the capacities necessary to sus- 
tain the system. So would it be in the services of the Sabbath ; 
and we think it unquestionable that each society, of the church 
has a claim upon the powers and resources of all its members. 
The plea of incompetency will no doubt be urged in regard to 
multitudes in the church, but with the same propriety it might 
be urged that certain portions of the human body are incompe- 
tent to contribute anything towards the perfection of the whole. 
If there be any such part of thebodily structui^, it is only fit 
to be sloughed off. But the fact is, the difficulty in the case 
supposed arises from the operation of a false standard in regard 
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to what is moist useful in the way of social impartation. It is 
tkot the most finished and elaborate discourses which usually do 
the most good. They excite admiration^ but they seldom more 
the inner springs of action. They play round the head, but 
they reach not the heart. The plain and even homely utter- 
ances of a good man, accompanied by the sphere which his 
goodness engenders) will commend diemselyes by a certain unc- 
tion to every kindred mind, and the absence of literary or 
rhetorical qualities will not be felt. 

Another fair and very important inference from our premises 
here urges itself upon us. How many infant and feeble socie- 
ties in the church, are kept back and drag along a dyiug kind of 
life, from an impression of the almost indispensable necesnty of 
a mmiater not only to their well-being but to their being at all. 
There is no occasion^ indeed, to be surprised at this, for a clergy 
will be sure to teach, among its first and Idst lessons, the abso- 
lute necessity of its own order to the welfare of the church, and 
in. this way to lay the spell, of inertia upoii the mass of the 
laity. How, then, oan they find their hands when they have 
been so carefully hid away by their spiritual masters ? The 
effect answers perfectly to the cause, and precludes the language 
of oenswre towards the private members, for Ihey have merely 
practiced upon the copy that has been set them. Nor in fact 
can we properiy adopt a tone of severe reproof towards the 
copy-masters themselves. They, too, have acted according to 
the light that was in them. They have not intended either error 
or evil ; we therefore view the past with all allowance. But it 
is easjTto perceive what the result has been, and continues to be: 
Dependence upon a superior divinely commissioned order of 
teachers tmd leaders, and the fear of trenching upon the sanctity 
of their prerogatives, has tended to paralyze exertion on the part 
of members, and to inure and risconcile them to a low state and 
a slow progress, in spiritual things. How is this condition to be 
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remedied ? Not by a supposed adequate supply of ministerial 
laborers in the field, who shall reoeive a competent support from 
the flocks which they feed. For years and years to come this is 
utterly out of the question. There are scores of expectant 
clergymen ameiig us at this moment who are ready to enter the 
vineyard, but who can find none who will pay them their wages. 
Except in a comparatively few localities in our country, a com- 
petent ministerial support is wdil nigh hopeless. This, for our- 
selves, we look upon as a pregnant commentary of the Divine 
Providence upon the truth of our main positions. It indicates 
to us that it is not by a clergy that the church is either to be 
sustained or propagated. It must be by every man of the 
church realising himself to be a church and a clergy in the 
least form, and bound to act as if he were himself charged with 
the respon»bility of the priesthood involved in his church char- 
acter. All in a society or a neighborhood, who have the hea- 
venly doctrines at heart, ought to feel it incumbent upon them, 
both jointly and severally, to see that their ^^coal be not 
quenched,'' and that their lamp go not out. They are each and 
all to supply the minister's lack of service, and every one wHo 
enters such a society should do it with a distinct understanding 
that such are tiie conditions of membership — that a church so- 
ciety is a spiritual firm in which there are no silent partners, but 
every one is to be an active working member, always carrying 
with him the conviction that the concern is complete in itself, 
that it must depend entirely upon its ^ own efforts, and that its 
solvency and success can only be secured by every one, without 
exception, feeling as if the result depended wholly upon him. 

So in the matter before us ; we see no other method by which 
the little bands of believers scattered over the country can ever 
be prompted to arouse themselves from that torpid dead-and- 
alive condition into whioh they are so prone, to fall, than by 
being weaned from reliance on the ministry, and thrown upon 
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their own resouroes ; and how oui this be done without discard* 
ing in ioto the very fundamental idea of a clergy or a priesthood 
as a distinct order of men 1 A priestly principle there must 
ever he in the church, but that this prbciple must ultimate it- 
self in a separate priestly caste under the Chrbtian dispensation 
is, we are persuaded, one of the first-born of falsities which un- 
fortunately has made itself to dominate over some, of the chiefest 
truths of the church. 

That the fruits of this system have not been all evil we of 
course admit, and we have, expressly said that we have no ^^ rail- 
ing accusations'' to bring against the parties who have, without 
consciously intending it, fiurtened a false and pernicious system 
of clerical order on the church. But we feel, tt the same time, 
no restraint from pointing to the *' mischiefe manifold " which 
refer themselves to this source. Among these we have barely 
adverted to one which demands a more definite presentation. 
We allude to the every where prevalent idea that the Lord's 
church is to be propagated mainly by the agency of preaching. 
This certainly cannot be if our previous position b sound, that 
the very office of the preacher, as ordinarily apprehended, is a 
. fallacy. Let this position be tried upon its merits. ^^ But how 
is the gospel of the kingdom to be proclaimed .^" it will be asked. 
W^ reply, by means of the press and the living voice, not of the 
minister or the misiuonary as sucik^ but of the ordinary member 
as such. In the mode now specified, every society or circle of 
disciples is to regard itself as virtually a band of propagandists, 
whose main business it is, in this world, to live and labor for 
this end. To this every thing else is to be subordinate, without 
at the same time being neglected. Worldly resources are needed 
for spiritual uses, and when every thing is viewed in relation to 
eternal ends, we are doing our utmost to superinduce a church- 
state upon the #orld at large — the grand finale to which the 
Divine Providence' is idiaping its counsels. Nothing, indeed, is 
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more abhorrent to the true genius of the charoh than a spirit of 
indiscriminato proselytism ; but there is doubtless a growing 
reeeptivity in the world which prefers a claim to be provided for, 
and this claim will hardly fail to be met if the principles of church 
polity now advocated be thoroughly carried out. The fact is, 
the true church of the Lord is in its own nature self-propagat- 
ing. It diffuses itself by outgrowth or ofiGshoots, like trees and 
vines. There is a spontaneous multiplication of societies 
wherever a true isplritual vitality exists to give the start. There 
is in the essential life of a true church society a constant tOTuir- 
tus to reproduce itself in similar forms, and if the converse of 
the apostle's aphorism, that '^evil communications corrupt good 
manners," hold good, to wit, that *^ good communications purify 
bad manners,'^ then we may reasonably hope that the quiet in- 
tercourse of the men of the church, with otjiere, their blameless 
example, their solid, if not imposing intelligence, will be con- 
stantly operating, like a wholesome leaven in Jihe general mass 
of mind till the whole is leavened. The upright walk, ihe 
sphere of charity, the unwearied stud^of use — all which' will be 
sure to make themselves known and felt — will.no doubt effect as 
much in tde concentrating of attention upon the truths of the 
church as the discourses and 'appeals of a commissioned-clergy, 
who will always have to contend, more or lers, with the preju- 
dice founded 'Upon .the fact that the preaching of the gospel is' 
with them a paid calling instead of a gratuitous service. 

But this noiseless and unobtru^ve insemination of good and 
truth, within the range of each one's personal influence, is not 
the sole ground of reliance in the propagation of the doctrines 
and life of the church. The press is tbe great executive minis- 
try of the present age. It is by its instrumentality that the 
furtherance of the Lord's kingdom on the earth is mainly to be 
effected. Here, then, is the channel through' which church 
efforts are to be made to tell upon the progress of truth and 
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rigfateousness. The press we deem a yastly more efficient 
agency of the church than an ordained clergy ; and ooold the 
large sums annually expended in paying salaries and huilding 
churches, be laid out in publishing and circulating useful works 
on religious subjeets, we are satisfied that a hr more substantive 
use would be accomplished for the cause of Zion. And let us 
here say,- that while the employment of lay missionaries and 
colporteurs in great nnmbers and on a large scale may not be 
without its good results, yet, after all, this system of operation, 
is apt. to serve as a virtual discharge of the mass of members 
from the duty of direct personal effort in this sphere. The 
proper state of things will not be reached till every one who 
prizes the spiritual treasurias .of the church shall feel himself 
constrained to become a missionary to hb neighbor, without 
waiting to have the work done to his hands by a proxy. Why 
should not every churchman feel himself bound, according to 
his ability, to keep on hand a supply <^ appropriate writings 
with which to furnish, by sale or gift, those with whom he may 
regard as pfoper objects of such a &vor ? The apathy which 
has heretofore so widely prevailed on this score, is no doubt re- 
ferable to the same general cause to which we have traced so 
many of the evils that have afflicted the church. The obliga- 
tions of duty have been commuted on the principle of clerical 
substitution, and instead of being sacredly discharged have been 
secularly disbursed. We^ look, eventually, for an entirely dif- 
ferent procedure in this respect. We can form no idea of a 
truly prosperous state of the church, but one in which the indi- 
vidual shall more and more assert himself — in which individual 
effort and action shall not be so perpetually merged m associa- 
tion. Still we would by no means forego this kind of combined 
ministration to the uses of the church. In the matter of printing 
and publishing they are of immensa importance. But our ideal 
of a lealous Christian} is of one who is so intent upon minister- 
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ing to the spiritual weal of his fellow-oi^atures, that just in 
proportion to his worldly means, he' will not only pnnCb^se and 
distribute the works of. the church, but,*if ne^ds be, will actu- 
ally, in particular cases, publish and distribute them at his own 
cost, where he is persuaded a* great use will be thereby accom- 
plished. At any rate, most cordially will he come forward to 
sustain the labors of those who, as a class, ^ould fain dedicate 
their powers, by means of the pen, to the building up of the 
walls and temples of the '^ Jerusalem that is from above." 

But we are admonished that we cannot indefinitely extend our 
thoughts even upon the momentous theme before us. We have 
uttered ourselves upon it with all f\rankness and freedom, and in 
full view of the consequences. We have been all along aware 
of the '' revolt of mien," of the estrangement of confidence, of 
the alienated sympathy, which the declaration of such senti- 
ments will not hil to encounter in the minds of many of our 
brethren. T)iat they will at first strike their minds «s the very 
extreme of destructive radicalism, is more than probable. 
Nevertheless, we have spoken advisedly ; and however we may 
deprecate the sinister judgment and the sombre auguries of those 
whose good opinion we covet^ we are prepared to encounter 
them, if fidelity to. truth makes it inevitable. We have only to 
request, that whatever exceptions may be taken to the views 
propounded, they may be taken to the abstract argument itself, 
and not to the practical inferences wbioh we may be supposed 
to draw from it. We can readily perceive how natural would be 
the conclusion, that if an external priesthood in the church be a 
falsity, it ought of oourse to.be regarded as a nonentity, and 
that therefore the whole system should be abandoned instanter, 
as a crying abomination before heaven. We hfive already spoken 
in pre-arrest of any such sentence as this. We are no advo- 
cates of sudden changes in the fixed habits and usages of the 
Chrbtian world. We would precipitate nothing before the fitting 
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time. The present order of things involTes, indeed, a multitude 
of evils, but it has gradually supervened upon the order of hea- 
ven, and gradually must it bo removed. On this ground we 
have no denunciations to utter against the general body of those 
who now sustain the sacred office, and of whom it cannot justly 
be doubted that they have entered it with the most upright in- 
tentions, and who continue to administer it according to the best 
light they have respecting its nature and «nds. 

But all this does not vacate the force of our reasoning. In 
respect to our main position — ^the utter repugnance of a priestly 
or clerical caste to the genius of the Christian dispensation — we 
are firm and immovable ; and ftiin would we have every member 
of the Lord's church appreciate fully his birthright, and act un- 
der the consciousness of the high things involved in his preroga- 
tive. Regarding it no more as an exclusive prerogative, con- 
fined to a certain privileged order, and fixing the thought, not 
upon the shadow but upon the substance, let every Christian 
realize, that whatever is embraced within the functions of the 
priestly and the royal office, pertains truly to him in and under 
the LcHrd ; and let him therefore walk feeling charged with the 
responsibility of this sacred character. Every one without exr 
ception is a king and a priest, so far as he is in the truth and 
good of the Lord's kingdom, and that, too, ^^ unimpeached of 
usurpation, and to no man's wrong." It is not alone in conse- 
crated ranks that we are to look fbr the priests of the Lord's 
heritage^ Wherever you find one that is meek, gentle, guile- 
less, loving, truthful and wise — who is in the life of love — whose 
sphere is bland and attractive, because his spirit is deeply leav- 
ened with charity — ^whose speech is marked by a certain unction 
indicative of an inward fountain of delight — there is to you one 
whom you may safely acknowledge as a ^^ priest of the Most 
High God." It matters not that ordaining hands may not have 
been laid upon his head. It matters not that he may be unable 
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to bring dae credentials of the fact of his falling into the Jine 
of the ^' apostolic succession.'* To you he is a priest, because 
it is in these very qualities that the priestly principle consists, 
and if you possess these qualities, you thereby become in like 
manner a priest to others. The unction of love is the onlj oil 
of consecration by which the true priests of the church are now 
to be inaugurated. 

A similar vein of remark is applicable also to the kingship, 
the s|Hritual dignity founded upon Truth. The man most 
largely endowed with this principle, when deriyed from good, is 
clothed, from the necessity of the case, with a sort of royalty, 
which will be very certain to be felt and acknowledged by those 
who come in contact with his sphere. In this republican land, 
the name of king, as a ciyil ruler, is very offensive, and that too 
upon very good grounds. But the true interior quality denoted 
by the title,' to wit, truth ruling, and involving the idea of 
ascendency, predominance, weight, influence, moral control, 
characterize the man to whom the term is applicable. His 
judgment rules in oouQsels, and submission to it is easy and 
natural There is nothing forced or galling, to a right mind, in 
the deference paid to truth, when assured that it is truth — truth 
flowing from a Divine soured — for it seems identical with the 
light of our own intelligence which we cannot choose but obey ; 
whereas, let any one endeavor to bear down heavily upon us by 
the simple dead weight of official standing, of power and author- 
ity, and we are soon goaded into indignant resistance. Such 
government is not royalty but despotism, and against this the 
free spirit of the Lord's people arrays and braces itself with in- 
stinctive promptitude. But the sceptre of genuine truth is a 
golden sceptre, t. e, having the element of good as its basis ; and 
such a sceptre is wielded by every one of the spiritual kings in 
the Lord's church. To this species of royalty let every son of 
the kingdom aspire, and in him will be fulfilled the self-affirmed 
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but fiyinely ikathoriaed predication of tlie inspired Word, whieli 
is bat an echo to Hbchftgu^ of our tesly ^^TlioQ hast made na 
nnto our Ood JlP^gi and Ptutts^ and we t&all reign npon the 
earth." 
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Luthbb's Letter to the Bohemian brethren contuns also the folloif- 
ing passages, disclosiDg the same anti-cleHdal drift : 

** A fine invention of the Papists traly, that a priest is invested 
with an indellible character, of which no fkalt can deprive him I The 
priest of the Gospel ought to be chosen, elected, by the votes of the 
people, and then confirmed by the bishop ; that is to say, the first, the 
most venerable of the electors, places his hand on him that has been 
chosen. I should like to know whether Christ, the first priest of the 
New Testament, stood in need of all the mummeries of episcopal ordi- 
nation? or whether his apostles and disciples thought these things 
requisite ? All Ckristians are priests ; all may teach the word of Gwl, 
administer haptismy consecrate bread and wine, for Christ has said, * Do 
ye this in memory of me.' All of us who are Christians have the 
power of the keys. Christ said to his apostles, who, after him, repre- 
sented humanity entire,-* Verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye snail 
loose upon earth shall b^ loosea in heaven/ But, to bind and loose, is 
nothing else than to preach and apply theOospel. To loose, is to an- 
nounce that God has remitted the foults of the sinner; to bind, is to 
announce that sins are retained. The names which priests ought to 
have, are ' Ministers, Deacons, Superintendenls, Disposers.' If a min- 
ister is no longer fiuthfol in his charge, he ought to be deposed. His 
brethren can excommunicate him, and place another minister in his 
place. Preaching is the first office in the church. Jesus Christ and 
I'aul jpreached, but. they did not baptize." 

This is a blow at the root indeed. Luther here declares, that all be- 
lievers are priests ; that all may preach ; and all administer the sacra> 
ments ; and that preaching is the first office in the church 1 In another 
of his works he tiius overthrows '* the church," as it is generally un- 
dci*3tood by ignorant poisons : 

'* Th^ tell us that the Pope, the bishops, and priests, and all the 
population of the convents, form the spiritual or ecclesiastical estate ; 
and that the princes, nobles, tradespeople, and peasants, form the secu- 
lar estate, or are the laity. But all this is a nne fable : nevertheless, 
there is scarcely any one that does not believe it. Alt Christians are 
oftlie ^ritual eUate; the only difference amongst them id, that of tJto 
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functions which they exerciaC. We all of tu hare one baptism, and 
one faith only ; and it is that which oonsUtates a spiritual man. The 
unction, the tonsure, the ordination, the consecration, which a bishop 
or Pope impart, may make a hypocrite hut never a epiritiud man. We 
are all of OS consecrated priests oy. bwtism, as says St. ^eter, ' Ye are 
* all a royal priesthood :' although it does not belang to all to exercise 
the same functions ; for no one can assume that which is common to 
ail, without the will of the community. But if this consecration of 
God was not upon us, the uncti6n of the Pope could never make a 
priest .... If some pious laymen were to be cast away upon an isknd, 
and had not amongst them any one consecrated by a bishop, and were 
to agree to dioose one amongst themselves, that nerson would be as 
truly a priest as if he had been consecrated by alt ^ bishom in the 
world. It follows fi-om this, that all laymen and priests, au princes 
and bishops, or, as is usually said, all the clergy and the laity, have 
nothing which distinguishes them except their ftnctions. They are all 
of the same estate, iJthough they have not all the same work to per- 
form." 

From this passage we haye only to strike out the word Pope to 
make every word applicable for the present hour. The popular lan- 
guage about " the clergy " and " the laity," betrays the grossest ignor- 
ance ai the first principles of the Gk)spel. 

In the Diet of Worms^ Aleander, the Nuncio of the Pope, enumo 
rated, amongst the sins of Luther, the following : ** He sins against 
the church,/or he pretends that all Christians are priests:*' and this was 
one of the heresies named in the bull which Pope Leo X. issued against 
Luther. The priesthood of believen is, therefwe, peoOliarly a doo 
irine of the Reformation. 

In this connection we cannot well refrain from giving some additional 
extracts from another tract of Luther's, addressed to his <^ Brethren of 
the Augustinian Convent of Wittenburg " upon their resolve to abol- 
ish Mass in their congregation. This tract was translated into Eng- 
lish and published in London in 1842 under the title of " The ApoE* 
tolic Succession a Satanic Invention." From this we quote. It is 
written in the vehement, and somewhat virulent style of the great 
Bt>former — a style which has been often complained of as harsh and 
offensive, but as to which it has been said in reply, " Whoever ex- 
pected a tion to roar politely ¥" Luther certainly was. the last man to 
adopt the language of the "rude m^ianical". acting the part of the 
lion in the play in Shakspeare^ and say^ ^ I will roar you an 'twere any 
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DiglituigBle;'' for as he sajs of hunaelf, hmng to deal with wolves, 
and hyenas, and bears, he did not see why he shonld not ^1 them 
such. This, however, is not the feature in the paragracphd that follow, 
for which we if oold especiany beqieak attenUon. We beg a careful 
pondering of the argument. 

'* I daily expeneoce in myself how diflBcdt it is to redium a conscience 
long vexed with impious caBtom to the sound knowledge of piety, and 
to care its infirmity. With how many medicines, I bmech you, with 
what strong Balm of Gikad, with what powerful and evident scrip- 
tures have I scarce yet established my own conscience, that I should 
dare alone to contradict the Pope, aiid to believe him to be Anti- 
christ, that the Bishops are his apostles, and the universities his 
brothels? How often hath my tremulous heart palpitated, and, con- 
demning, objected their most strong and only argument^ ' Are you 
alone wise ?' * Are so many all in error 7' ' Have so many ages been 
ignorant?' * What if you err, and should drag so many with you into 
error and eternal damnation ?' And at length Christ hath confirm^ 
me bv his own sure and £ftithful words, so that m;^' heart now neither 
trembles nor palpitates, but scorns these Papistical arguments, not 
otherwise than the most safe shore laughs at the threatening and swell- 
ing storms. Moved by this experience and reflection, I determined to 
send this letter to yon to strengthen and console those who perchance, 
amonff you yet weak, cannot bear the force of the terrible adversary, 
and (» a trembling oonscienjse." 

«< Be assured, nor suflbr yourself to be deceived by any persuasion 
whosoever would wish to be sincerely a Christian, that liiere is no priest- 
hood in the New Testament, visible and eternal, exeept what has been 
set up by human lies, through the agency of Satan. But -there is one 
only priesthood of Christ for us, whereby he oflbred himself for us and 
us all with himself. Of which Peter speaks, 1 Peter iii., * Christ died 
once fo^ our sins, the just for the unjust, that he mi^ht present us anto 
God, being put to death in the flesh but quickened m the Spirit;' and 
Hebrews x., ' For b3r one offering he hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified.' This is a spiritual priesthood and common to all 
Christians. For we all who are Christians are priests, by the sa me 
priesthood, by which Christ is, that is, we are the sons of Christ, the 
Chief Priest. Nor need we an^ other priest at all, or mediator, be- 
side Chrst. Since every priest is taken fi>r this, on the testimony of 
the Apostle, Hebrews v., that he maj pray for and teach' the people. 
Bat every Christian prays by himself in Christ, haying through Him, 
as he says Bom. v., access to Cod. As he promised, lauah lxv.,*< And 
it shall come to pass before they call, I will answer, and while they are 
yet speaking,.! Will hear.' So also they are taught for themselves of 
God, who promises, Isaiah liv., * And I will give all thy children to be 
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taagbt of the Lord/ and Jeremiali xxxi.. < They shall not teach everr 
one his brother, and every one his neighbor, saying, Know the Lord, 
for they shall all know me from the least even nnto the greatest.' And 
Isaiah xi. says, ' The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.' Hence Christ, John vi., calls thom 
' Taaght of God.' It is written in the prophets, ' And they shall ail 
betau^tof Ood.' 

" These testimonies plainly make void a visible priesthood, while 
they make both prayer and access to Qod and teacning common to 
all, which is certainly the peculiar of the priesthood. For what 
need is there of a priest when there is no need of a mediator and 
teacher. Shall we appoint a priest without the work of a priest 7 
But mediator and teaeber of Onristians there is none beside Christ. 
But they qf themselves have access, being taught of Qod, thence able 
to introduce and teach those who are not yet priests, that is, not yet 
Christians. And so the priesthood of the New Testamant reigns 
altogether without respect of persons in all by the Spirit alone in com- 
mon, as he says, Qalatians iii., * In Christ Jesus there is neither Jew 
nor Gre^, there is neither male nor female, there is neither ma^er nor 
servant, but ye are all one in Christ.' '^ 

" Come, then, you famous priests, produce us one jot or tittle from 
the whole gospels and the epistles of the apostles that you ought to be 
called priests above others, or that your order is a priesthood dif- 
ferent from the common priesthood of Christians. But can you pro- 
duce any such ? Hear ye not, ye deaf images, go, I beseech you, to 
the Parisians, who for testimonies of Scripture will lay down their 
magisterial opinion : ' This proposition is heretical, and reproachful to 
the order of priesthood.' Then let this opinion be to you a principle 
of feith. Whence then have yon those idols of priests ? Why do ywu 
take away a name common to us, and arrogate it to yourselves ? Are 
you not sacrilegious and blaspheihous toward the whole church of 
God, who having taken away a sacred name, and one common to 
others, by violence abuse it only to tyranny and the pomp of your 
avarice and lust ? I say again. Ye idols of the world, whence have ^ e 
you -as priests ? Produce a testimony in your favor, ye intolerable 
ourdens of the world. Ye are not priests, and yet call yourselves 
priests ; ye ^see what ye deserve, ye notorious spoilers and hypocrites. 

" * The testimony of Peter,' says one, ' is to be understood of a 
double priesthood; the one spiritual, by which all Christians are 
priest^ the other visible, by wmch onlythe anointed and shavea, that 
IS, consecrated priests, are so called. Wherefore that sacerdotal ord(^ 
of shaven and anointed has authority, as it were from Scripture.' 
Thu» he writes, and, indeed, worthily. 

" But. I ask, To whom does Peter speak in that place ? ' Does he not 
address himself to all Christians, whilst he comaiands them to de- 
sire the sincere milk of the word, that they may grow thereby ? Is 

13* 



160 AITENDIX. 

it not competent to all tbus to grow? Then tq be.bpilt on Christ' 
for an holy priestoood, is not this euitabl^ to all ? Bat ha distin- 
guishes also, a holy priesthood from one not holyv Put who knows 
not that the papistical priests are for the most pairt not holy ? * Since 
then no one can deny that the words of Petec ar^ spoken to all 
Christians ; and among these also is to be understood«thfi priesthood of 
shaven and anointed, as that priest of 4;he LcMrdt^ontends on yonr be- 
half, it follows that all holy wopien and boys 'are sfiaven and anointed 
priests, since the words of Peter, being eommon*to aJl, of iw^aterer 
priesthood yon understand . them, wilt make the priesHiood in like 
manner common. worthy and happy pa|ron of these i^ven and 
anointed idols I" . . . ' . 

'^ It is most horrible what I say. I wi^iHwere false, bnt it is too 
trn^) for the sentence stands irrefragable, that visible priests and dif- 
fering* from the laity, in the NewTe^ment there can be none; but 
that those who are so are without testimony of the Scriptures and the 
calling of God. This what else is it than that they are of the devil ? 
For no one taketh to himself this honor bnt he who is called of God, 
as was Aaron, Hebrews v. What counsel therefore remains for priests 
of this kind, but that th^ be wise as soon as possible, and repent, abstain 
from ma8§^, and again become laymen, or learn to celebrate masses bys 
a legitimate use, that they may recover themselves from that whirlpool 
of mtine wrath as quickly as possible. Let the insane sqphists and 
Papists therefore now choose Which th^ will, either let them show 
their priesthood out of the Scriptures, or let them confess that they 
are nothing else but masks of the devil and idols of perdition. ^ For 
that which hath not its auihority from the Scriptures is most plainly 
of the devil. For all the worlm «of God are published in the Holy 
Scriptures, and those principally which regard piety towards Himself, 
whidi have been set down most faithfully therein, that there may be no 
excuse left for turning back. 

" Let these things be sufficient for the first attack, and let ns provide 
another equally s^ong, and proceed to adduce testimonies concerning 
the priesthood of the New Testament, and its office. Paul, Romans 
xii., * I beseech you by the mercy of God that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptab e to God, which is vour reasonable ser- 
vice.' Here no one can deny that he describes the sacerdotal office, 
which is to ofSer, or present a sacrifice and reasonable service, that is, 
not hrrational animals^ like the priests of the law, but to c^r them- 
selves. Wherefore this place makes priests. But it is said to all 
Christians in common, for all ought to present their bodies to God for 
an holy^ofiering, and a reasonable siacrifice. Can yon deny this, O 
miseri^ble sect pf the Pope ? We have therefore in this place, on the 
authority of Paul, not only what is the priestl^ood, and who are the 
priests, of the New Testament, but also, what is their office and dfer- 
mg, namely, to mortify and ofifer themselves for an holy dOforing, by 
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%hich word the wliole sacrifice of the law Is myBticallv interpreted at 
once, for so also Christ, the Chief Priest, first oflbrea himaelf, being 
made an example to all his sons, also priests, to follow his footsteps. 
.The priesthood of the law, with all its service, being most perfectly 
fulfilled bj ^h new priesthood and its senrioe. 

'^ To this ag^rees, 1 Peter ii., ' And yon as lively stooes, are bnilt up 
for an holy pne6th<9od to oJflEer .spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
throuj^h Jesus Christ" Are not these things also said to all Chris- 
tians m common f Are not all as living stones bnilt upon Christ 7 
And they .are so built upon him as to be priests ofoing not corporal 
cattle, but themselves uter the example of Christ, as miritnal sacri- 
fices, whiles by the Spirit they mortify the deeds of the flesh, Romans 
Tiit. What will those most miserable idols say here ? Does Peter 
make here a double sacriHoe ? As that month of lying hath feigned 
for him two kinds of priests. We are all commanded to offer these 
sacrifices whoever we be, wherefore that this priestly office is imposed 
on all, and that all are priests, is a ildng most evident." 

" In the third place, we will attack this maasinp^ priesthood from the 
minifitry of the word, for it is the part of the priesthood to teach ; as 
he saith, Maladii ii.^ * The lips of the priest keep knowledge, and they 
will seek the law of Ood at nis mouth, because ne is the messenger of 
the Lord of Hosts.' Fcx* so he ought to mediate between God and 
men, that he may offer to God for men, and may teach men from God, 
carrying of each to either. And here, indeed, the papistical priests seem 
to themselves to reign, i)ecause they suppose it to be their peculiar to 
teach as that huge trumpet, Pelagius, boasts in his decrees — * Where 
there is a majority, there is the power of commanding. To the rest 
remains the necessity of obeying.' To this they pervert that of Christ, 
' He who hears you hears me ; ne who despises you despises me.' 

** Here see, as they have feigned to themselves a priesthood and 
sacrifice foreign to Christians, so also they have introduced a new miu- 
istry of the word, and a sacrilegious one. Which, that it may become 
manifest, we. will first establish, by invincible Scriptures, that that 
legitimate and only ministry of the word is common to all Christians, 
as also the priesthood and sacrifice. Por Paul says, 2 Cor. iii., * Who 
hath made us able ministers of the New Testamwt, not of the letter 
but of the Spirit.' For he says this of all Christians,, that he may 
make, all ministers of the Spirit. But he is the minister of the Spirit 
who delivers the word of grace, as he is a minister of the lett^ who 
delivers the voice of the law. This was of Moses, that is of Christ. 
Likewise Peter says to all Christians, ' That ye may show forth his 
praises, who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous 
light.' What Christian is ni>t called out of darkness 7 But to such 
an one belongs the right and power, yea, the duty, of showing forth 
the praises of Him who called nim. 

'< We grant that this must be 80 done that many may not speak to- 
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gether, althooffh aH have the same power of speaking. For Paul also 
was the chief speaker, Acts xvi., who while lie spake, Barnabas was 
silent; but had n<St Barnabas therefore the rignt and necessity of 
s^king ? All things, I say, ought, according to the apostle, 1 Cor. 
ziv., to be done decently and in order among ns. But by thi^ tho 
equality of the ministry is not taken away, but confirmed ; for an order 
of speaking is therefore necessary, because all haye the power of speak- 
ing : for if only one had the power of speaking, what occasion were 
there to give command about order 7 But let us see that whole pas-, 
sage of the apostle which destroys the jpapistical lies about the ri^ht 
of teaching and the priority with most powerful thunders. He saith, 
thei-efore, '• If any speak ¥dth a tongue, let it be by two or at the most 
by three and that by course, and let one interpret. But if there be no 
interpreter let him keep silence in the churcn, and let him speak to 
himself and to God. Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the 
other judge. If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let 
the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy, one by one» that 
all may learn, and all may be edified.' Thus far Paul. 

" Ye idols of the Poj>e, I here adjure you, what can yon imitter 
against these things ? Paul says that all may prophesyr ftod by ordier, 
one after another, may speak ; so that one sittmg and hearing, if any 
thing be reyealed to him. may rise, and the first speaker ought to give 
place to him, and be silent ; then — that whoever they are that speak 
ought to speak under the judgment of the hearers, and be*subiect to 
their authority. Where now is your impudent mouth and the blasphe- 
mous boast of Pelagius, who hath cried with immense pride, ' Where 
the majority is, there is the authority of commanding. TO the rest be- 
longs the necessity of obeying V Satan himself forsooth, hath uttered 
this rabid voice by your, mouth against Christ speaking in Paul. 
Christ subjects^ou and yours by divine authority to all, giving to all 
the power, both of speaking and judging. But you, by yoor own 
temerity, subject all men to yourself, and are elevated alone above dl, 
like Lucifer, arrogating to yourself alone the right of ^^)eaking and 
judging. Therefore all Christians have the right and office of teach- 
ing, that Behemoth may be broken with all his scales/' 

" Bujb they will here object Paul, who savs, 1 Corinthians xiv., * Let 
women keep silence in the church, for it is a shfune tor a woman, to 
speak, for it is not permitted them to speak, but to be in subjection.* 
Wherefore the ministry of the word cannot be common to all Clu*is- 
tians. I answer, it is permitted neither to mute, nor to those having any 
otlier impediment, to speak. For I believe that the right of speakingr, 
though it be common to all, yet no one can or ought to exercise it but 
he who is qualified above the rest ; and that the resTt are bound to ^ve 
place to such an one, that order and propriety may be preserved. For 
so he bids Timothy also -7' Commit tbe word to those who shall be 
ableto teach others likewise.' But there is required for speakings be- 
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aide fbe Spirit, a voice, also doqiiaioe»iiiemoi7,Mid ofto gifts, 

which he, who is withont, daly entnutB his nght to another. 

'^ So Paul forbids women to speak, not simply, but in the church, 
namely, when there are men able to speak, lest propriety and order 
should be confounded, since a man is, in many respects, preferable to a 
woman for speaking, and it more becomes him. But neither did Paul 
forbid this of his own head, ye%, he alleges the law, saying, that ' wo- 
men ought to be in subjection, as saith also the hiw.' By which au« 
thority of the dirine law he was aamred that the Spirit would not coi>* 
tradict himself, and eleyate women above the men now, who were 
before made subject by Him to their husband ; but rather that, mind- 
ful and tenacious of His own institution, when men were present he 
would ii^ire men rather than women. Otherwise, how could Paul 
alone resist the Holy Spirit, who promised in Jod— ' And your daugh- 
ters shall prophesy ;' and Acts zxi., ' Philip had four daughters, vir- 
gins, who prophesied. * And Miriam, sister or Moses, was a prophetess ; 
and Hul^h, a prophetess, advised that most holy kins^ Josiah ; and 
Deborah taught Barak as leader. Lastlv, the whole church through- 
out the world celebrates the song of the blessed virgin. And himself; 
chapt^ zin teaches that a woman ought to pray and prophesy with 
her nead .covered. Order,- therefore, a^ propriety, requures that while 
men are present, women should keep silence m the church ; but no men 
iqteaking, women must speak of necessity. 

'* We conclude, therefore, fortified by these most strong Scriptures, 
that thore is only one ministry of the word in the church, and that 
common to all Cliristians, which all can execute and judge, and all are 
bound to hear. And since the Scripture is ignorant of any other min- 
istry, we ask of these Fiq>istical idoB, whence they have tiieir ministry 
whieh is incommunicable to all. Come forward, ye men oi the Pope- 
dom, and show one jot of Scripture for your ministry. Will you brmg 
forward that sacrilegious trumpet of Pelagius, ' Where there is a 
majority, there is the authority of ^mmandin^ ?' Consult the block- 
heads of Paris and Iioavain. In. the meantime, what shall we do? 
We have overthrown your ministry with its priesthood and sacrifice 
now a third time ; and we pronounce, by the dirine authority, confi- 
dently and with a free conscienco-^-since ye reign without the divine 
testimony, that ye are the ministers of Satan, and that your ministry, 
with its priesthood, hath been introduced by Satan into the .world to 
lay waste that salutary and onl^ ministry of the Spirit. For therefore 
ye condemned also this article in John Huss, that it was not lawful to 
teach and hear Christ from any one, but that the world should be com- 
pelled to hear Satan alone from jrour impious and abandoned ministry. 
Hence it is that you teach nothing but what is worthy of that your 
ministry ; you have extin^ished ami condemned the gospel ; you' teach 
your lies and those of Aristotie ; and the Spirit oi Satan reigns in all 
your books and your doctrines." 
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" But let OS proceed and view the rety chief ornaments and bnt- 
tresses of this singular priesthood, nsme]j,.the BiMhops, that equestrian 
and heroic kind of priests, which dares to call itself princes of the 
churches, in order that we maj behold the whole body or this abominar 
tion. And here -again let us hold fiist, without wavering, for a foanda- 
tion, that which we have now so often laid down, that whatever is 
done without the authority of Scripture, especially in things pertain- 
ing to God, has manifestly Satan- for ita author. For Grod hath suffi- 
ciently shown Id Nadab and Abihu, while He would not have strange 
fire to be offiaced, how vehemently he detests, in things sacred; any 
thing to be done otherwise than is by himself determined. ..' I will be 
tonctified,' says he, ' in those who approach to me.' How much more, 
think you, vdll his indignation be mflam^ when not only beside, but 
also contrary to His commandment, any innovation is made in things 
sacred, and His institution made void ; as when that impious Aha2 
changes the brazen altar into a dial, and places an altar ot Damascus 
in the temple of the Lord. ^ . 

" Such IS what is done in those vain-glorious and mitred bishops, 
whom God is so &r from acknowledgin^r, that there can be no race of 
men in the world more adverse to the divine majesty. For they have 
not only been set up and reign without the commands of Gk)d, but in 
direct.opposition to him, which I will E(how both evidently and i^^nci- 
bly to those who believe the Scriptures. For to those idols who deny 
tlie Scripture and only believe their own decrees, you can Say nothing 
that will seem probable but lies, which they, are continually turning in 
their hearts. 

1 " Paul says, Titus 1, * For this cause, left I thee in Crete, that thou 
mightest set in order the things which-remaiU; and appoint Presbvters 
in every city, as I commanded thee. If any be blam^ess, the husband 
oC one wife, having fciithful children, not accused of riot, for a bishop 
ought to be blameless, as the steward of God.' 

'" Here, if you believe that the Spirit of Christ speaks and ordains in 
Paul, you must acknowledge it at the same time to be a divine appoint- 
ment, that in every city there should be many bishops, or one at Ibe 
least. For it is evident that he makes presbyters and bishops the 
same, by the san\e authority of God, when^ he says that presbyters are 
to be appointed •in every city, who are olameje? s> becapse a bishop 
ought to be so. But he calls presbyters, not thoss shaven and anointed 
idols, but elders and married laymen of honest life and reputation in a 
city* « These he would have made bishops, siBveral in every city, as I 
have said, for in the Greek it is plaia that many are to be appointed 
in every city, when he says, Kgta Polin Pres6tii«roi«, * Presbyters ac- 
cording to a city,' that is, whereter there is a City, that you there ap- 
point presbyters. The same Paul, Philippians 1, * And Timothy, ser- 
vants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus, which are at 
Philippi with the bishops and deacons, grace to you/ l&c Philippi 
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was a single city, and yet he salntes its many bishons. The same, 
Acts xz. He sent to Ephesas and called the elders of the church to 
him, who, when thej haa come, he said to them among many other 
things. ^ Take heed to yourselves, and to the whole flodc, over which 
the Holy Ghost hath made you bishops, that yon feed the charch of 
Gbd, which he hath purchased with his own blood.' Behold Ephesus 
also is one city, and he calls the many presbyters or seniors in that 
church, bishops, who were appointed by tne Holy Ghost. 

^ What can ye say against these three heavenly liefatnings, ye smoky 
locusts of the bottoimess pit ? I beseech you by Chri^, Christian reader, 
let not the mitres, hats, mules, families, jewels, gold, purple, of Cardi- 
nals, Bishops, Popes, move you, and all that m^ sumptuous pomp of 
impious men. Believe Faul, yea, the Holy Spirit ; these are not oishops, 
but idols, masks, monsters, and prodigies of the wrath of Gkd. Ton 
hear that bishops are here defined married men and upright, in one 
city, as many as are necessary to take care of the people of such city. 
This is not the definition of the church, nor of councils, nor of fkthers, 
nor lastly of those most prostituted brothels of Paris and Lonvain ; but 
it is the definition of the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ, and of the divine 
Majesty, against which, if all the angels in heaven, with the whole 
creation should be wise, what, J beseech you, ought they to move you 7 
Ought you not to esteem their words as the vain leaf of a tree in com- 
parison of these words of the eternal Majesty ? Now, since only foul 
apes oppose this, and mere masks of men, not less unlearned than im- 
pious, a most useless chaos of men indeed, scarce fit to bear these epis- 
copal masks, why should you either fear gt marvel at them, and not 
rather consider them as the stains and spots of the world, as Peter 
calls them, with all their pomps, statutes, lying and sacrilegious rites ? 

** Come, therefore, ye abominable monsters of the earth, and give us 
a reason whence, and by what authority ye are and are called bishops. 
The Holy Spirit assigns many bishops to one city ; ye are each bishops 
to many, and one Pope afiects to be bishop to all the cities of the 
world. By what authority ? Is it not of Satan himself, striving in 
you against the authority of the Holy Spirit ? What have you to 
mutter here, ye impious and sacrilegious masks ? We conclude there- 
fore with confidenee, that you, according to the divine Scriptures, and 
the decree of the Holy Spirit, neither are, nor are called bishops, but 
rather adversaries and destroyers both of bishops and of the divine 
decree concerning the appointment of bishops. But je are bishops 
by the calling of Satan and appointment of his apostle the Pope ; 
whence ye are rightly called creatures of the Pope, not of the Holy 
Spirit; for such as is the Creator, such are the creatures. Do not 
your most hard necks yet tremble while ye hear that ye are bishops 
not only beside the will of Gk>d, but in most impious opposition to it 7 
This is the reason that you do not even think of any office of a bishop, 
but are creatures of the belly only, fatted for the eternar judgment of 
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€k)d. Therefore prodaoe soma testimoiiy of your episcopate, which 
since ye cannot do, we by the ' authwity of the Holy Spirit frieely pro- 
Bounce that ye are idols of the world, who, having violently seized on 
the title amd name of bishops, and extingnished true episcopacy, are 
the last enemies of Christ, and of his church. So the Spirit in Paul 
appointing bishops compels us to judge and think of you, since noth- 
ing in the worla is more dissimilar and repugnant to the state of 
bishops than your masked and more than wond^ condition. 

'' But, lest Paul alone should thus seem tp describe bishops, let us 
h%ar also Peter : he says, 1 Peter v., * The elders which are among you 
I exhort, who am also an dder, and a witness of Christ, a partaker of 
his sufierings and future glory> feed the flock of Christ widen is among 
yoo, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint bat willingly, not 
for filthy lucre's sake, buf of a ready mind : not as lords over Qod'9 
h^itage, but being ensamples to the flock, that when the chief Shep- 
herd wall have come, ye may receive a crown of glory which ^eth 
net away.' 

" You see here, that the presbyters and overseefsin each flock ought 
to be many, and the same in every way which Paul ordained, but what 
our translation has, * Not lording it over the clei|;y,' was a mistake of 
the interpreter, which eaqsed men to understand }^ * the clergy,' in this 

1)lace, those whom now an impious tradition has distingiii^ed from the 
aity ; while Peter here calls ' cleros * * the heritages^ or substances/ 
willing that the senl<Nrs of the church should be such as should know 
that tney rule the flock of Christ, not their own inheritance. Then 
tfast they ^onld not lord it over, but serve them, for servants ace of 
another's inheritance, that is of Ohrisfs, not lordis of their own pro- 
p^ty. But qpw the Pope with his masks -not only rales biit tyran- 
nises over> exacts 'Upon, rages against, the' sheep of Christ, subjecting 
to himself both the property and bodies uid souls of all» using them 
more rudely than any master does his own property. And tms th^ 
call at this day to feed the sheep, of Christ." . 

" 13 ut they, who by the introduction of sects have severed thisjsim- 
plicity into laymen abd clergymen, into shaven and unshaven, after- 
ward the shaven into monks and priests, th^ tilie monks into vestments 
and meats varied in infinite ways, and likewise the priests into different 
orders and governments— thede are they who, through the instrumeo- 
taiity of Satan, have violated the' church and scripture of Grody and 
with serpentine craft have corrupted the sehses of Christians froin that 
simplicity whicb is in Christ, as the apostle says to the Corinthians. 
Therefore, bishops and . presbyters have no name of .sect but<uilyof 
office. For, as a presbyter signifies an elder ,^ so a bishop a visitor. 
From which impious and schismatical men have created states aod 
dignities. For Paul indiflferently^ calls them stewards, ministers of 
Christ, overseers. Let these things 4it)w be sufficient concerning their 
Impious, priesthood, ^crifice, and ministry. From which I suppose a 
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pious conscience will be sofBcienthr informed that, if he see bimflelf not 
to be in the legitimate priesthood as soon as possible, and eith^ take 
care to be initiated in the trae ministry of bishop or deacon, or again 
to resume a life like laymen, accounting for dung that fictitious char- 
acter, and oil, and shaven crown, and pluurisiuaJ yestment of those 
priests. For a priest of this kind is not a priest to God, but to Sa- 
tan, tJier^cnre he hath not pledged himself to (k)d, but to Satan, if be 
hath pledged himself at ail, with whom no agreement can be kq>t 
without Tiolating the agreement of the living uod," 
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We append a few extracts from Gieseler, Neander, and Milton, and 
others, nil which speak in the same strain on the general subject. 

'< The duty of teaching as an office was by no means incumbent on 
the Elders.' although the apostle wishes they should be didaktikoir apt 
to teach. (1 Tim. iii. 2 ; 2 Tim. ii. 24.) The capacity for instructing 
and edifying in the assemblies was rather considered as a free etft of 
the Spirit J which was manifested in many Christians, though in diffmnt 
modes. Still less, was a distinct priestly order known at &is time ; for 
the whole society of Christians j^ormed a royai priesthood, God*s peculiar 
peopleJ'^Gteseler^ Div. i. ch. ii. { 30. 

. '^ Any believe is competent t& act as an ordinary MiNisTJEByao- 
cording as convenience may require, supposing him to.be endowed 
with the necessary gifts ; these gifts constituting his mission. Such 
were, before Ithe law, ^e fathers or eldest sons of families, as Abel, 
Noah, Abraham^ &c. Jethra, Exod. xviii. 12, xix. 22, ' Let the 
priests also, which come near to Jehovah, sanctify themselves — .' 
xxiv. 5, ' He sent youn^ men of the children of Israel^ which o^red 
burnt^fferihgs, and sacrificed peace^fferings of oxen unto Jehovah.' 
Such were, under the law, Aaron and his posterity, the whole tribe of 
Levi, and lastly the prophets. In like manner, any one i^pearing to 
be in other respects qualified, was allowed to ^ch openly m the svna- 
gogue, though ne were neither priest nor Levite ; a permission whidi 
was granted to Christ, aod subsequently to Paul at Antioch. Acts 
xiii. 15, * After the reading of the law and the prophets, the rulers of 
the synagogue sent unto them, saying. Ye men and brethren, if ye 
have any word of exhw^ation i$v the people, s&j^ on.' How much 
more then must every believer endowed with siimlar gifts enjoy the 

14 
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same liberty under the gospel ? A<XM>rdingly, this liberty is expressly 
conceded : Mark iz, 38^ 39, ' We saw one casting out devils in thy 
name, and he foUoweth not us ; and we forbad him, because he follo\ired 
not us ; but Jesus said, Forbid him not' Acts viiL 4, ' They that 
were scattered abroad went eveirwhere preaching the word.' xi. 19, 
Ac, ' They which were scattered abroad upon the persecution* that 
arose about Stephen, travelled as fiur as Phenice, and Cyprus, and An- 
tioch .... which ^ke unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus ; 
and the hand of me Lord was with them, and a great number be- 
lieved, and turned unto the Lord .... they sent forth Barnabas .... 
who when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and ex- 
horted them all that with purpose of heart thev would cleave unto the 
Lord.' If our modern clergy, as they are called by way of distinction, 
who claim to themselves the exclusive right of preaching the gospel, 
had seen this CTacc imparted, to those wnom they are pleased to de- 
nominate the Taity, it wpuld have been to them a subject, not of re- 
joicing, but of censure and obloquy, xviii. 24, 25, ' A cwtain Jew 
named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mifi^hty in 
liie Scriptures, came to Ephesus : this man was instructed in the way 
of the Lord, and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught dili- 
gently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.' 
2 Tim. ii. 2^ * The things that thou hast heard of me among mkaj wit- 
nesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to 
teach others also.' Exod. xix. 6, compared with Isa. Ixi. 6, ' Ye shall be 
named the priests of Jehovah ; men shall call you the ministers of our 
God.' 1 Pet. ii. 9, * Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people ; that ye should show forth the praises 
of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.' 
Bev. i. G, ' Who hath made us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father.' Again, 1 Pet. v. 3, * Neither as being Iwds over God's heri- 
tage." If in this passage the word heritage [cleriis^ Lat. whence the 
term clergy, appropriated by the ecclesiastics to themselves), has any 
meaning at all, it must designate the whole body of the church. ' Kor 
is the name of the prophet applied exclusively to such as foretell future 
events, but to any one endowed with extraordinary piety and wisdom 
for the purposes of teaching. Thus it was said of Abraham, Gen. xx. 
7, * Hq IS a prophet, and be shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live.' 
So also Miriam is called a prophetess, £xod. xvt 20, and Debojrah, 
Judges iv. 4, and the same title is applied to believers in general, Psa. 
cv. 16, * Touch not mine anointed, and do my propheu no h^m.' 
Hence under the gospe\ likewise, the simple gift of teaching, especially 
of gospel teaching, is called prophecy. 1 Cor. xiv. 1, * Desu*e spiritual 
giSs, but rather that ye ma,v prophesy.' v. 3, ' He that propnesieth, 
speaketh unto men to q^^^^ation ;' and so through th^ remainder of 
•the chapter. I Cor. iii. 8, &c., * He that planteth, and he that water- 
ethare one; and every man shall receive his own reward according 
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to his own labor : for we ai« laborers together with Qod.^ Pastors 
and teachers, therefore, are the gift of the same God who- gave aposttes 
and prophets, and not of any human institution whatever. 1 Pet. iv. 
10, 11, ' As every man hath received the gift, even so let him minister 
the same one to another, as ^ood stewards of the manifold grace of 
6ud : if any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.' 

" If therefore it be competent to any believer whatever to preach 
the gospel, provided he be furnished with the rec^uisite gifts, it is also 
competent to him to administer the rite of baptism ; inasmuch as the 
latter office is inferior to the former. *John iv. 2,.' Jesus himself bap- 
tized not, but his disciples.' 1 Cor. i. 17, ' Christ sent me not to bap- 
tize, but to preach the gospel.' Hence Ananias, who was only a dis- 
ciple, baptized F^xA. Acts ix. 10, 18 ; x. 48, ' He commanded them 
to be baptized in the name of the Lord ;' which command was given 
to the companions of Peter, who are only called * brethren,' v. 23, 
and * they which believed,' v. 45. And if it be true that baptism has 
succeeded to the place of circumcision, and bears the analogy to it 
which is commonly supposed, why should not any Christian whatever 
(provided he be not a mere novice, and therefore otherwise incompe- 
tent), be qualified to administer baptism^in the same manner as any 
Jew was qualified to perform the rite of circumcision ? - 

" With regard to tne Lord's Supper also, it has been shown in the 
preceding chapter that all are entitled to participate in that rite, but 
the privilege of dispensing the elements is confined to no particular 
man, or order of men. There can be still less shadow of reason for 
^assigning to the ministers of the church the celebration of marriages 
or wnerals, offices which hirelings are wont to assume to themselves 
exclusively, without even the feeble semblance of prescription derived 
from the Levitical law. 

"The people of the universal church comprise all nations; Matt. 
xxviii.' 19, 20, * Go ye and teach all nations ;' whose conversion it is 
the duty of all men to promote to the utmost of their power. Rom. i. 
14, * I am debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians ; both to 
the wise, and to the unwise.' "—Milton's Prose Works, Vol. IV. p. 432. 

" Heretofore in the first evangelical times (and it were happy for 
Christendom if it were so again}, ministers of the gospel were by 
nothing else distinguished from otner Christians but^bytneir «piritual 
knowledge and sjinctity of life." — Constdetaiions, &c«, Vol. III. p. 40. 

" This all Christians ought to kn6w> that the title of clergy St. 
.-Peter gave to all God's people, till Pope Hyginus and the succeeding 
prelates took it frjopi them> appropriating thai name to themselves and 
their priests only, and condemning the f^t of God's' inheritance to an 
injurious and alienate condition of laity.*'— ^etwon of Church Govejii" 
ment ^rged^gainst Prdaty. VoL III. p. 493. 
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**He1p us to save frte c<ni8denoe from the paw 
Of bireliDg wolves, whose gospel b their maw.** 

Sonnet XVI. 18. 

** Of which hireling crew OhriateDdom might soon rid herseU 

and be happy, if Christians would but know their own dignity, their 

liberty, their adoption and let it notl)e wondered if I say their 

spiritual priesthood, whereby they have all equal access t6 any minin- 
terial fonction, whenever called by their own abilities and the church/ 
though they never came near the university." — Comideratums, '&c., 
Prose Works, III. 40. 

Erronbous Lioht in which thb PRnnriTE Qhristiavs abk orrBir 
YiswBD. — " Most persons inconsideratdy regard the primitive Chri»> 
tiana in the light of a mere w<»rshipinff assembly, like those religious 
associations of our own day who under various denominations mei^t 
together on Sunday, and after the services of the day r separate to meet 
no more until the next Sunday. In the interval, being essentially 
occupied with their temporal employments, they think little if any 
thing eoncerning church matters. ^ 

" Bat the condition of the primitive Obiistians was entirely differ- 
ent, they were not united on the principle of being a worshiping assem- 
bly, but on the Christian scheme of being an association of brothers 
and sisters who through the principle of their common faith were ex- 
pressljr commanded by Christ to love one another, and to do every thing 
m their powjer that would indicate fhat love by promoting every in- 
terest of the brotherhood whetl^er temporal or spiritual. Henee their 
public worship was not the ol^ect^ of Christian association, but w^ 
merely contingent and accesBory to it; 

" 'rhe primitive Christians, therefore, as l>eing a society of brothers 
and sisters, had a variety of duties to perform towards each other. 
They were bound to provide for their sick and necessitous members^ 
and to YiSit and console them in any affliction, tronblCi temptation, 
persecution, &c. They w^ equally concerned in the religious lostruo- 
tion of their brethren on all subjects pertaining to the eommon &ith, 
and to remonstrate with those who might show a di^osition to &11 
back again to the world. In short, as being brethren, the {Hri^tive 
Christians considered themselves under cdl Uiose obligations that be- 
long to an actual family of brothers and sist^s who really love one 
another. 

" The consequence of this social constitution was, that the action of 
the primitive Christians, as comprehending various objects and pur- 
poses, required various persons to take charge of, or to take the lead 
m their several agencies accordiiig to their personal abilities or in- 
tlimiion&."-rMcCuUoh's Credibility qftke Scriptures, Vol. II. p. 180- 

lol. ' " 
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** Tk$ first foundation for the eongtitution of Christian eommunities 
in the Apostdtc age. 

*' What Moses expressed as a wish * that the Spirit of God mi^ht 
rest apon all, and all might be prophets, is a prediction of that which' 
was to be realized through Christ. By him was institated a fdlowship 
of divine life, which, proceeding from the equal and equally immediate 
revelation of all to the one Qod, as the divine source of life to all, re- 
moved those boundaries within which, at the Old Testament ppsition, 
the development of the higher life was still confined ; and hence the fel- 
lowship thus derived, essentially distinguishes itself from the constitution ^ 
of aU previously existing religious societies. There could be no longer 
a priestly or prophetic office, constituted to serve as a4nediqm for the 
propagation and development of the kingdom of Qod, on which office 
the religious consciousness of the community was to be dependent. 
Such a guild of priests as existed in the previous systems of religion, 
empowered to guide other men, who remained, as it were, in a state of 
religious pupilage ; having the exclusive care of providing for their 
religious wants, and serving as mediators, by whom all other men must 
first be placed in connection with Gk)d and divine things; such a 
priestly oaste could find no place within Christianity. In removing out 
of the wqy that which separated men from Godj in communicating to 
all the same fellowship with God, Christ also removed the barrier which 
had hitherto divided men from one another, Christ the Prophet and 
High Triest for entire humanity, was the end of the prophetic office 
and of the priesthood. There was now the same High JPriest and 
Mediator for all, through whom all, become reconciled and united 
with God, are themselves made a priestly and spiritual race ; one hea- 
venly- King, Guide and Teacher, through whom all are taught of 
God 1 one &ith, one hope, one Spirit which should quicken all ; one 
oracle in the hearts of ail, the. voice of the Spirit proceeding from the 
Father ; — all were to be citizens of one heavenly lungdom, with whose 
heavenly powers, even while strangers in the w(»rld, they should be 
already furnished. When the Apostles applied the Old Testament idea 
of the priesthood to Christianity, this was done invariably for the sim- 
ple purpose of showing that* no such visible, particular priesthood 
could find place in the new community ; that since free access to God 
and to heaven had been, once for all, open to believers, by one High 
Priest, even Christ, they had, by virtue of their union to him, become 
themselves a spiritual people, consecrated to God : their calling being 
none other than to dedicate their entire life to God as a thank-offering 
for the grace of redemption, to publish abroad . the power and grace 
' of him who had called them out of the kingdom oi darkness into his 
marvellous light, to make their life one contiaual priesthood, one spir- 
itual worship springing from the temper of faith working by love, one 

' * Numbers xi.~ 29. 

14* 
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oontinnoiis testimony for their Saviour (cqmpKn 1 Pet. ii. 9, lElom. , 
xii. 1, and the spirit and whole train of thought running tkrough the 
epistle to the Hebrews.) So, too, the advancement of God's ^tigdom 
in general and in particular, the djffasion of Christianity among the 
heathens and the good of each particular community, was n6w to be, 
not the "duty of one select ctasB of Christians alone, but the most isiine- 
diate concern of each individual. Every one, from the position fia^ 
signed him by the invisible Head of the church, should oo-eperate in 
promoting this object by the special gifta whicH Qod had bestowed on 
him — gifts ^rounded in has peculiar nature, but that nature renewed 
and ennobled by the Holy Spirit. There was no distinction here of 
spiritifal.and secular ; but all, as Christians, should, in their inner life, in 
temper and disposition, be dead to the ungodlike, to the world, and in 
so far separate from the world— men animated by the Spirit of Gk)d 
and not by the spirit of the world. The individual predominant capa- 
bilities of Christians, -sanctified, made godly by this Spirit and appro- 
priated as organs for its activity, should be transformed to charismata, 
gifts of grace. It was thus, therefore, the Apostle Paul began his ex- 
position of spiritual gifts, addressed to the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 
zii.), ' Once when ye were heathens, and suffered yourselves to be led 
blindfold by your priests to dumb idols, ye were asdead and dumb as 
they. Now that through Christ ye serve the living Ood, ye no longer 
have such guides, drawing you along blindfold by leading-strings. Te 
have yourselves for a guide the Spirit of God that enlightens you. Ye 
DO longer dumbly. follow ; He speaks out of you ; there are diversities 
of gifts, but the same Spirit.' 

" The essence of the Christian comitannity rested^n this : thai no one 
individual should be the chosen, pre-eminent organ of the Holy Spirit 
for the guidance of the whole ; but all were to co-operate— eaclk at his 
particular position, and with the gifts bestowed on Jhim, one supplying 
what might be wanted by another— for the advancement of the Cnris- 
tian life and of th^ common end. In this view of it, the New Testa- 
ment idea of the charisma becomes important ; the charisma, by which 
is designated the individuality and diversity in the operations of the 
Spirit that quickens all, as contradistinguiEQied from tnat which in all 
is the same ; the peculiar kind and manner oft form of the activity of 
that common principle, so for as it is conditioned by the peculiar natu- 
ral characteristics of each individual. Just as the uni^ of that higher 
Spirit must revtsal itself in the manifoldness of the charismata, so must 
all these peculiarities, quickened by the same Spirit, serve as organs, 
mutually helping each other for one common end, the edification of the 
church. We understand edification here, according to the general and 
original sense of the term in the writings of St. Paul^ as referring to 
the advancement and development, from its common ground, of the 
entire life of the church-community. The edification of the church, 
iu this sense, was the common work of all. Even edification by tiie 
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ward was not assi^ed excInslvelT to one iDdividnal ; bat efery mao 
who felt the inward- call to it, nignt give ntteranoe to the word in the 
assembled church. Referring to the ^me end, there were likewise 
diflferent gifts, grounded in the diversity of peculiar natures, quick- 
ened b; the Holy Spirit ; according as, for example, the productiye, 
(prophecy,) or the receptivp, (interpretation, the diermeneia,) or the 
eridcal uculty, proving of Spirits ;) according as the capacity for 
feeline and intuition, or that of ^ber reflective thought predominated ; 
acooraiog as the Divine, in its overwhelming force, had the preponder- 
ance, and the Human, in its independent £velopment, gave place to 
it ; or a harmoniqus co-operation of both the divine and the Human pre- 
vailed ; according as the momentaneous and sudden seizure of inspira- 
fion had the ascendency, or what was contained in the Christian con- 
scioosness became unfolded through a process of thought quickened by 
the Holy Spirit (where again there were manifold gradations, from an 
ecstatic elevation of mind down to the uniform, discreet, and cautious 
unfolding of the understanding, speaking with tongues, prophecy, the 
ordinary gift of teaching), in fine, accordine^ as the prevailing tendency 
was* to the theoretical or to the practical, (the Gnoses or the Sophia Y* 
" As the inner fellowship of divine life introduced by Christianity 
strove, however, from the beginning, to exhibit itself in an outward 
fellowship, it must necessarily appropriate to itself aome determinate 
form, answering to its own essence, a form in which this union could 
appear and shape itself as a spiritual body ; because without such form 
no association, for whatever purpose, can have actual being and sub- 
sistence. To this end, a certain organization was necessary ; a certain 
relative superordination and subordination of the different members, 
according to the different positions assigned them in reference to the 
whole ; a certain guidance and direction of the common concerns, and 
therefore separation of organs destined for that particular end. And 
this stands in no manner* of contradiction with what we asserted re- 
specting the essential character of Christianity and the fellowship 
grounded therein, and respecting the mutqal relations of Christians to 
each other. On the contrary, uie natural relation of members to one 
another points already to such an organic form in the constitution of 
the community as a necessary thing. For, as there were individualities 
of character predominantly produc^ve, and others of a more receptive 
bent ; as there were those pre-eminently calculated to guide and rule ; 
and, as the Christian life shaped itself after the form of these natural 
peculiarities, wliich it ennobled — ^the natural talent being elevated to 
a charisma— the result was, that some members of the community 
would come to be possessed of the gift which is designated in the epis- 
tles of St. Paul as the charisma hibemeseos (governments.) This mu< 
tual relation of gifts, grounded in the natural talents of individuals, 
pointed to a corresponding position of the several members of the 
oommunity in their relation to one another. The charisma kubemesiot 
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required a correeponding c^ce, the fitness for which had been. conferred 
by that gift, in the organization of the church. This was a whole, 
composed of eqital mombers, all the members being but organs of the* 
community, as this was the body quickened By' the Spirit of Christ 
All these members, as organs of the whola^and of the one B^irit whicll 
gave it life, were to co-operate, each in hi{i appropriatCplace, for l^e. 
common end ; and some of the members acted in this oi«ganizati(fti of 
parts as the pre-eniinently gliding ofles. But it could hardly work it- 
self out in a natural way from 'the essence of the Christian 'life and of i 
Christian fellowship, that this guidance shbuld l>e pkuxd in the hands 
of only one individual. The monar^cal form of government was not - 
suited to the Christian community of spirit, *" 

" Into the Gi'eek words kleros, Jdeiikoij men had introduced, it iiT 
true, already in the time lof C]^rian, the unevangelical sense ofper- 
Bons preeminently consecrated to God, like the Levites of the Old Tes- 
tament, men employed on the affairs of religion to tiie exclusion of all 
earthly concerns, and who did not gain their liying,'lik& others, by 
worldly employments, but fbr the very reason that, for the j?ood of 
othersj tliey lived only in intercourse with God, were supported by\he 
rest, just as the Levites, when the lands ^ere apportion^, received no 
particular allotment, but were to have God alone for their inheritance, 
and to receive tithes from the rest for the admini£itration of the public 
functions of religion, oi eisin o kleros tou theou or on o kleros o theos esti. 
See Deuteronom. c. 18. This notion of a peculiar people of God, (a 
kleros tou theou) ^ applied distinctively to a particular order of men 
among the Christians, is now, we must admit, in this sense, something 
wholly foreign to the original Christian conciousness ; for according to 
this, all Christians should be a people consecrated to God, a kkros tou 
theou, and al) the employments of their earthly calling should in like 
manner be sanctified by the temper in which they are discharged. 
Their whole living And doing — pointed with one. reference to Christ, 
the great High Priest of humanity, striking root in the consciousness 
of redemption, and bearing witness of its efi^ts — should hence become 
a consecrated thank-offering, and a spiritual worship, (a logike latreia.) 
T^is was the original, evangelical idea. It may be questioned, how- 
ever, whether that other notion, so much at variance with the primitive 
Christian idea,^as from the first actually associated with the appella- 
tion klerikoi as applied to the clergy* If we trace along the history of 
its usage, it becomes much more probable, that this sense was brought 
into the world at some later period, when a change had taken .place in 
the Christian mode of thinking, and the original sense was forgotten. 
The word kleros signified origii^ally the place which had been allotted 
to each one in the community by God's providenca or the choice of 
the people directed by that providence ; hence the church officers were 
particularly denominated Ideroi, and the persons chosen to them kleri* 
koi:'—Neander Ch. HiSt. vol. i. p. X79-196. ( Torry's Trans.) 
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Thb P»iiirnvB Mods, of Cokductiko Womhif.-— *< In order 
therefore to make a foil issue between the prevailing opinion on that 
subject and the one that I advocate, I shall now proceed to state the 
princi^ upon which I consider the congregations of Christians were 
organized m the days of the apostles, as fiff as we can discern the sub- 
ject from the several books of the New Testament. 

" The result of mj investigation is as follows : Ftrit, when anv 
■amber of Christian believers were'sqfficieotly numerous in an^ local- 
ity to form a society or congregation, their theory of organization was 
either substantially like that of an ordmary pn^er-meeting, such as is 
lield by devout laymen amon^ us at the present day ; or «ea)>7u2/yy when 
" a' body of converts to Christianity had been made by the preadiing of 
i^n apostle, it wovid seem that he ordinarily at least, selected certain 
persons to watch over them and to instruct th«n; essentially in a man- 
ner analc^^ous to what is done by Hie doss leaders in the society of 
Methodists. In an ensuing age, after the decease of the apostles, the 
members of th^se several associations or congregations, however ori- 
.gioally formed, henceforth selected their leaders by some formal ex- 
pression of their own approbation. 

** But that there may be no misapprehension as to the application of 
my arguments hereafter, I must first state what is to be unaerstood by 
a prayer, or a class-meetings as illustrating the views advanced above 
qoncerning the organization of the primitive church. 

• " The prayer-meeting that I recognize as an illustration, is the one 
where devout laymen, without anv clergymen, meet together for pur- 
poses of mutual religious edification. They have no form^ constitu- 
tion nor by-laws^ yet it will be found after the lapse of a few weeks 
that the association has acquired a consistency of form» and that cer- 
tain individuals among them have become prominent in the association 
as those who commonly make the public prayer, read the Scripture, or 
exhort and instruct the members ; as well as make any address to the 
association on any extrinsic subject interesting to them. These persons 
thus become leaders or officers in the socie^ only through the tacit 
approbation of the other members, and not by any formal election. 
Their number is necessarily indefinite from the theory of their union, 
that presupposes that whenever any member is able to say any thing 
to the edification of his associates, he either will do so from the insti- 
gation of his own feelings, or else will be invited to do so by those who 
are aware of his ability. A society thus organized may continue to 
exist in a similar manner for centuries, as individuals will be found 
continually coming forward among the new members, to supply vacan- 
cies occurring among the leaders whether from death or from any 
other causes. 

" If contributions in money are required from the members for the 
common expenses, such as rent for the room in which they meet, fire- 
wood, lamps, ice, the neicesBity is announced by one of the leaders, and 
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a collection madfe wbick is disbursed and accounted for by a statement 
made to the meeting, and so in like manner with any other inatt^rthai 
the association may please to approve of, whether of a reU^ous or 
mere benevolent character. The reader can thus Mlv comprenend hfr 
this&miliar illi^tfatioB, that every particular involved in the well-being- 
of such an association* can be quietly disposed of among themselves* 
. without election of officers with aefined powers, and withoat any fonnal 
constitution or' laws. And such, I aji^ehend/^as the ofiginiU' form . 
pf Christian societies amopg the Jewish coover1s,who being faoriliar 
with synagogue institutions met togetheir as we have suggested ^bqvp 
on the principle of a mere prayer-meeting. - The leaders in sada^ assem; 
blies the primitivp .Christians designated according to theirowQ idion 
as being zokonem^ elders, which meant nothing- more Iban is signified 
by our terms dii^ctersw or superintendents. Those einplowKlin mofb 
subordinate capacities they term deacons^ u e. servants, ts^s^ni^, &o.' 

'^ If an individual was sufficiently wealthy and-wilUng ta ^ covide« 
room, fuel, lights, &c., in his 4wn house for the accommodation -^f his 
Christian brethren, they met there in t&e Stune manner f» Stated' 
above, and this 1 presume explains the woids dccawonally used iathd' 
Epistles, such, as Coloss. iv. 15, 'Salute ;KymplLas.anq th6 ishurch* . 
(congregation) that is in his house.' . ■ 

" The various churches of the {)rimitiye Christians wer^ thus, of gan- 
ize4i whether acc9rd.ing fo tli'e principle of thi pra^rer or class-medt- 
Ing ; and their respective leaders or elders firom their mere, positic^ 
exeivise^' all those function^ which are now restricted, to jthe clergy, ' 
such as exltorting, preaching, praying, administering baptism, ^ m 
commemora£ing the Lord's Supper. They had no excl\isive auih^ty 
to perform such functions, but ju^t as it is in a pray^meeting, where . 
though any one of the association has a right either to exhoct^Or pray 
in public, yet the majority never 'claim to exercise that right^jbut 
leave it to those *who more commonly act in those 'capacities. 

".At the same time that ihe zokovum, elderd, or presbyters, thus per- 
formed those services which are now especially arrogated byitiie clergy 
to themselves, the' more humble services. necessary in the association, 
were performed by those who, in the Greek language, were termed 
deac&nsj t. e, ministers or servants. The function of deacon i& the first ^ 
instance, under the influence of oriental customs, required two classes * 
of persons, viz, males for services among meUf females for those among 
the woQien. Theise whether as deacons or deaconesses, were to visits 
CQQifort, instruct, or relieve the wants or afflictions of the several 
members whether as males or fianales, under the proprieties of eastern 



'That such simple forms ^f organization as the prayer or clas^- 
meetings were amply sufficient, for Christian edification or instruction, 
may be distinctly inferred from the -fact that the rel^ous system pro- 
mulgated in the New Testament requires no theological or speculative 
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teaching. There are no esoteric doctrines to be comninnieated to the 
people, and the simple requirements of the gospel as being perfectly 
intelligible to the plainest capacities, are there merely announced to 
mankind for moral or religioas obfierranoe. It is oar duty to carry 
them out into practice, and it is not oor duty to speculate upon them 
as theoloffisal subtleties. 

" I forUier remark, from what has been previously argued, that there 
is no authority whatever firom the New Testament to regard the sacrar 
ments as means of grace, or that there is any direction given that re- 
requifes them to be dispensed by a consecrated body of men. The 
|iou8 leaders ef a prayer or class-meeting are <ull^ as holy in their 
iv^ and as comfetent therefore to their administration as any body of 
the clergy let their denomination be what it may. 

«< And SfiaSlj I apprehend,' as was the eas^ ajnon^ the Jews, so 
dar^ig the continuance of the Christian Dispensation, ita* divine 
founder expressly anticipated as a part of the System, thai pious indi- 
viduals,' Qke the u^iifipired prophets of Old Testament times, would 
^ alwaya found amonff his followers, who by their various intellectual 
or spiiitual gifts wonld.be abmdhntlv qualified to oppose error, main- 
tain ^th,«uQd' 6steqd theblightrof J;he gosgel throughout the world, 
under the^efise of tiieir persoflal taiponsfbiuliei In such particulars. 

" 'Hiev <«efe to teach, not .witb authority, bnt On the principle re- 
ctgnizea in the Lancasleriai; schools ; what one bi^y Ims learned he 
can teaeh another boy who is more ignorant.^' — McCvU6tC9 Qredibtl-' 
ityofihe "Scriptures, VoL H. p. 182-186. 
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LcABNiya IK 'TBS MiNiST&T. — " Learning has ^ep»been considered 
a proper appendage of a priesthood. Nearly aU s^cts unite in the 
opinion, that a learned ministry is indispensable in the service of the 
Lord's church. But tiie universality of an opinion ought not to add to 
its authority with an iaquiring mind ; or, rather, it ought to make the 
inquirer soipect, that it mav possibly be a universal delusion, fit only 
to be dassea with the exploded prejudice, that ' the earth is the centre 
of the universe,' or that ' nature abhors a vacuum/ 

" The necessity of a ' learned ministry ' is, perhaps, more popular, aqd 
more approaching*to universal than any other opinion ; for it has not, 
like some others, to struggle with party opposition, and may be enter- 
tained by all sects without oflending.anv. I, nevertheless, suspect that 
it is to be classed amongst the untenable errors of the Christian com- 
monwealth, and that its wisdom is based on the rudiments of this world, 
an^ on that philosophy which there is an express command to avoid. 

*' It is incumbent on us to remember, and we never can be too 
deeply impressed with this important truth, that the church of Christ is 
not like otker bodies: it is not a sanhedrim of ar^te and subtle rabbis, 
nor a senate of a learned nniversily ,* nor aparhament of literati, con- 
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yoked for the parpose of miTeSling the face of the aniyenal Ibos. and 
of displaying all the close secrets of the mighty mother, by a strict 
analysis of her perplexing phenomena ; bnt it is a body of illuminated 
and regenerated saints, who once were darkness but are now light, 
and who profess to haye receiyed aispiritual knowledge by the imme- 
diate .teaching of Gk)d, concerning mysteries, which the rest of the 
world neither accents, nor admires, nor qnderstands. 

'< We may state m this connection two yery important truths. l8t 
That the first preaching of the gospel was not by a learned ministry. 
2d. That multitudes, eyen in wis generation, haye been conyerted 
through. the ministry of those who had not the slightest pretensions to . 
learning. 

" The first of these propositions is more than one argument ; it is 
almost all that is to be proyed. I must, therefore, make jmre footing 
here, and repeat, that tne ministry of the apostolical times was net a 
learned ministry ; froA which it will foUow, that learning in Christian 
teachers is sometliing more than was required in the apostolical days ; 
and that unless the need of it is so great, by some extraordinary change 
of circumstances, as to reduce the dbirch to extremities if she be any 
longer d^riyed of its assistance, it is as little to be desired as a preUte's 
diocesan mitre, or an^ other figment of man. But there ia nothing in 
the New Testament intimating that, at some future day, it would be 
requisite to make preachers of the gospel leaned men ; ncMthing which 
can be forced into such a propkeey ; for prc^hecy it must be, seeing 
that nothing of the sort was known in tl^e apostolical age." — Beverley's 
Heresy of a Human Priestlu)odf p. 38-44. 
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